STAND. COM. REP. NO. mz -26

Honolulu, Hawaii

APROg ’

RE: H.R. No. 180

2026

Honorable Nadine K. Nakamura
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty-Third State Legislature
Regular Session of 2026

State of Hawaii

Madame:

Your Committees on Public Safety and Water & Land, to which
was referred H.R. No. 190 entitled:

"HOUSE RESOLUTION URGING THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF
DEFENSE TO REASSESS PRIOR DETERMINATIONS AND CLOSURE
DECISIONS UNDER THE COMPREHENSIVE ENVIRONMENTAL RESPONSE,
COMPENSATION, AND LIABILITY ACT IN LIGHT OF EVOLVING
SCIENTIFIC UNDERSTANDING OF PER- AND POLYFLUOROALKYL
SUBSTANCES AND RECENT FEDERAL HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCE
DESIGNATIONS,

beg leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to urge the United States
Department of Defense to reassess prior determinations and closure
decisions under the Comprehensive Environmental Response,
Compensation, and Liability Act in light of evolving scientific
understanding of per- and polyfluorocalkyl substances and recent
federal hazardous substance designations.

Your Committees received testimony in support of this measure
from the Honolulu Board of Water Supply; Environmental Caucus of
the Democratic Party of Hawai‘i; Hawaii Reef and Ocean Coalition
and Climate Protectors Hawaii; and two individuals.

Your Committees find that an inherent tension exists between
the operational autonomy of federal military installations within
Hawaii and the State's constitutional obligations to safeguard
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public health, water resources, and the environment. Your
Committees further find that the recent federal designation of
certain per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) compounds as
hazardous substances under the Comprehensive Environmental
Response, Compensation, and Liability Act of 1980, together with
evolving scientific understanding of PFAS persistence, mobility,
and exposure pathways, warrants reassessment of prior
investigative determinations. Your Committees also find that the
State is presently engaged in, or anticipates engaging in,
negotiations and decision-making concerning military leases of
state-owned lands, and informed lease determinations require full
transparency regarding environmental contamination, monitoring
status, investigative scope, and long-term remediation
obligations.

As affirmed by the records of votes of the members of your
Committees on Public Safety and Water & Land that are attached to
this report, your Committees concur with the intent and purpose of
H.R. No. 190 and recommend its adoption.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committees on Public Safety and
Water & Land,

I, YIRS T,

&[ MARK J. HASHEM, Chair DELLA AU BELATTI, Chair
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State of Hawaii

House of Representgtives H scz ' aés s 26

The Thirty-third Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Public Safety

Bﬁl{vﬁiwyom.: E’Wt:ewga’w&\/ Date @ /(z CJZ, Q;

O The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: D/Pass, unamended (asis) [ Pass, with amendments (HD) L] Hold
03 Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

PBS Members Ayes e Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. BELATTI, Della Au (C) \/

IWAMOTO, Kim Coco (VO) m———
3. HASHEM, Mark ). BRI
_ICHIYAMA, Linda m___

" WOODSON Justin H.

8. SHIMIZU, Garner M. m_—_

9. SOUZA, Kanani

TOTAL (9) / 8 l«

The recommendation is: E/Adopted £ Not Adopted
If joint referral, did not support recommendation.
committee acronym(s)

Vice Chair's or designee's signature: % ( . /% /! %2\—'

Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerk's Office Duplicate (Pink) - HMSO
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