STAND. COM. REP. NO. (m—26

Honolulu, Hawaii

APRO2 . 2026

RE: H.R. No. 146

Honorable Nadine K. Nakamura
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty-Third State Legislature
Regular Session of 2026

State of Hawaii

Madame:

Your Committee on Transportation, to which was referred H.R.
No. 146 entitled:

"HOUSE RESOLUTION REQUESTING THE COUNTY OF HAWAI‘I TO EXPAND
THE HELE-ON SHARED RIDE PROGRAM TO SERVE THE ENTIRE ISLAND OF
HAWAT ‘T, INCLUDING RURAL AND UNDERSERVED AREAS SUCH AS WEST -
HAWAI ‘I, NORTH KOHALA, SOUTH KOHALA, KA‘U, AND PUNA,"

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to request the County of
Hawai‘li to expand the Hele-On Shared Ride Program to serve the
entire island of Hawai‘i, including rural and underserved areas
such as west Hawai‘i, North Kohala, South Kohala, Ka‘lG, and Puna.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the State Council on Developmental Disabilities and ocne
individual.

Your Committee finds that reliable, affordable, and
accessible transportation is essential for residents to access
health care, employment, and other critical services, yet
significant gaps remain for individuals living in rural and
underserved areas of the island of Hawai‘i. Currently, the Hele-0On
Shared Ride Program operates only in east Hawai‘i, leaving
communities in west Hawai‘i, North and South Kohala, Ka‘G, and Puna
without access to comparable on-demand transportation services.
This measure improves transportation equity and access for all
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residents by requesting the expansion of the Hele-On Shared Ride
Program island-wide and encouraging collaboration and strategic
implementation with appropriate stakeholders.

Your Committee notes that should the County of Hawaii expand
the Hele-On Shared Ride Program, it should ensure that the
expansion does not cause any disruption to existing public
transportation routes.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Transportation that is attached to this report, your
Committee concurs with the intent and purpose of H.R. No. 146 and
recommends its adoption.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Transportation,

o

DARIUS KILA, Chair
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State of Hawaii
House of Representatives
2-26

The Thirty-third Legislature H% ' 7%

Record of Votes of the Committee on Transportation

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:
HR 146 TRN 3 / el I

O The committee is reconsidering gs previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: J Pass, unamended (asis) [0 Pass, with amendments (HD) 0O Hold
O  Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

TRN Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

o

1. KILA, Darius K. (C) v

2 MAKETynk VO |/ | | |
5 cocHRANER | | [ |
4 EVSLNLwkeA | | | | |
5. GRANDINETTL TinaNakada | | [ [ |
6 KITAGAWA L | v | [ | |
7 LACHICATGSh | Vv | [ | |
5 MURAOKA Chwistopher L | v | | |

9. PIERICK, Elijah

TOTAL(9) |, q o 0 0

The recommendation is: d Adopted O Not Adopted
If joint referral, did not support recommendation.
Wmittee acronym(s) .
l 'y r bE
Vice Chair's or designee's signature: m : l‘ L“

4 U A\
Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerk's Office Duplicate (Pink) - HMSO






