
STAND. COM. REP. NO. Ij(,~9’8I -26

Honolulu, Hawaii

APR 02 2026

RE: H.R. No. 119

Honorable Nadine K. Nakamura
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty-Third State Legislature
Regular Session of 2026
State of Hawaii

Madame:

Your Committee on Transportation, to which was referred H.R.
No. 119 entitled:

“HOUSE RESOLUTION REQUESTING THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
AND DEPARTMENT OF LAW ENFORCEMENT TO COLLABORATE TO ESTABLISH
A STATE HIGHWAY POLICE FORCE,”

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to request the Department of
Transportation and Department of Law Enforcement to collaborate to
establish a state highway police force.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Department of Transportation and one individual. Your
Committee received comments on this measure from the Hawaii
Government Employees Association, AFSCME Local 152, AFL-CIO.

Your Committee finds that Hawaii has experienced a
significant increase in traffic fatalities, with recent data
reflecting the highest number of roadway deaths in over a decade.
While county police departments are primarily responsible for
traffic enforcement, increasing demands and resource constraints
may limit their ability to fully address safety issues on state
highways. Establishing a dedicated state highway police force
could enhance enforcement, improve incident response, and support
safer roadway conditions through specialized training and
coordination.
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Your Committee notes the concerns from the Hawaii Government
Employees Association regarding the expansion of duties for Deputy
Sheriffs and the appropriate contractual and labor relations
processes.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Transportation that is attached to this report, your
Committee concurs with the intent and purpose of H.R. No. 119 and
recommends that it be referred to your Committee on Judiciary &
Hawaiian Affairs.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Transportation,

DARIUS KILA, Chair
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State of Hawaii
House of Representatives

The Thirty-third Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Transportation

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:

7~NJ1~t11
C The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: Pass, unamended (as is) C Pass, with amendments (HD) C Hold

0 Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

TRN Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays

1. KILA, Darius K. (C)

2. MIYAKE, Tyson K. (VC)

3. EVSLIN, Luke A.

4. GRANDINETTI, Tina Nakada

5. KITAGAWA, Lisa

6. LA CHICA, Trish

7. COCHRAN, Elle

8. MURAOKA, Christopher L.

9. PIERICK, Elijah

TOTAL (9)

The recommendation is: ~‘ Adopted

If joint referral, ____________________________

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature:

Excused

0 Not Adopted
_________________________ did not support recommendation.

co~mittee acronym(s)

i~v,IW
Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerks Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO


