
STAND. COM. REP. NO. (I(~J -26

Honolulu, Hawaii

APR02 , 2026

RE: H.C.R. Nd’. 179

Honorable Nadine K. Nakamura
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty—Third State Legislature
Regular Session of 2026
State of Hawaii

Madame:

Your Committee on Water & Land, to which was referred H.C.R.
No. 179 entitled:

“HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION URGING THE ‘AHA MOKU ADVISORY
COMMITTEE TO FOLLOW ITS ADOPTED RULES OF PRACTICE, FULFILL
ITS STATUTORY DUTIES, INCLUDING COMPLYING WITH THE SUNSHINE
LAW, CONDUCT A PERFORMANCE REVIEW OF ITS EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR,
AND ESTABLISH POLICIES TO ASSURE CONSISTENT STANDARDS OF
ADMINISTRATIVE AND MANAGERIAL ACCOUNTABILITY,”

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to urge the ‘Aha Moku Advisory
Committee to follow its adopted rules of practice; fulfill its
statutory duties, including complying with the Sunshine Law;
conduct a performance review of its Executive Director; and
establish policies to ensure consistent standards of
administrative and managerial accountability.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Moana Ohana; Marine Advocates Collaborating for
Sustainable Aquatic Life through Action and Discipline; Ko’olau
Foundation; and six individuals.

Your Committee finds that the ‘Aha Moku Advisory Committee
receives annual state funding of approximately $286,300 through
the Department of Land and Natural Resources and is subject to
public accountability and transparency standards. Your Committee
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further finds that as a public advisory committee, the ‘Aha Moku
Advisory Committee must adhere to the Sunshine Law, which requires
deliberations and decision—making to occur in properly noticed
public meetings. Your Committee also finds that concerns have
been raised within the Native Hawaiian community regarding the
administration, representation, and transparency of the ‘Aha Moku
Advisory Committee and the absence of publicly available agendas,
minutes, reports, and other administrative records reducing
transparency and hindering public participation and oversight.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Water & Land that is attached to this report, your
Committee concurs with the intent and purpose of H.C.R. No. 179
and recommends that it be referred to your Committee on Judiciary
& Hawaiian Affairs.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Water & Land,

MARK J. HASHEM, Chair
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State of Hawaii
House of Representatives / ?~“7 ic

The Thirty-third Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Water & Land

Bill/Resoluti No.: Committe Referral: Date:ffcf~i7’~ ~J’i44
0 The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: Pass, unamended (as is) C Pass, with amendments (HD) C Hold

Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

WAL Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. HASHEM, Mark J. (C) .7

2. MORIKAWA, Dee (VC)

~

3. BELATTI, Della Au

4. ICHIYAMA, Linda

5. IWAMOTO, Kim Coco

6. POEPOE, Mahina

7. WOODSON, Justin H. ‘I

8. SHIMIZU, Garner M.

9. SOUZA, Kanani ‘I

TOTAL (9) / Ci
The recommendation is: Adopted C Not Adopted

If joint referral, did not support recommendation.
c mmitt ro y (s)

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature:

Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duplicate ellow) — Chief Clerks Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO


