STAND. COM. REP. NO. ,‘1 -

Honolulu, Hawaii

, 2026
FEB 20

RE: H.B. No. 2608 .
H.D. 1

Honorable Nadine K. Nakamura
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty-Third State Legislature
Regular Session of 2026

State of Hawaii

Madame:

Your Committee on Water & Land, to which was referred H.B.
No. 2608, H.D. 1, entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO WATER HEATING SYSTEMS,"
begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to authorize building permit
variances for certain high-efficiency electric water heating
systems utilizing heat pump technology.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Hawaiian Council; Kauai Climate Action Coalition; Lou's
Quality Home Health Care Services, LLC; and five individuals.
Your Committee received comments on this measure from the Hawai‘i
State Energy Office; Hawaii Solar Energy Association; Solaray
Corporation; and Hawai‘i Association of REALTORS.

Your Committee finds that this measure encourages the
adoption of high-efficiency electric water heating systems that
use heat pump technology. Your Committee further finds that water
heating is one of the largest uses of energy by Hawaii households,
especially in apartments and condominiums where rooftop solar
technology and solar water heating are not feasible. Encouraging
the transition to heat pump water heaters is one of the most cost-
effective and practical ways to reduce electricity bills. Your
" Committee further finds that this measure reflects smart energy
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policy that aligns affordability, equity, and environmental
responsibility.

Your Committee respectfully request your Committee on
Finance, should it deliberate on this measure, to consider the
amendments suggested by the Solaray Corporation in its testimony.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Water & Land that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of H.B. No.
2608, H.D. 1, and recommends that it be referred to your Committee
on Finance. -

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Water & Land,

ok He

MARK J. HASHEM, Chair
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Record of Votes of the Committee on Water & Land
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O The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: N/ Pass, unamended (as is) O Pass, with amendments (HD) O Hold
O Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

WAL Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. HASHEM, Mark J. (C) v

2. MORIKAWA, Dee (VO e R

4. ICHIYAMA, Linda b7l i SR R SRR
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9. SOUZA, Kanani

TOTAL (9) 2 \ 1% yZi

The recommendation is: d Adopted O Not Adopted

If joint referral, did not support recommendation.
committee acronym(s)

Vice Chair's or designee's signature: \éh‘/

Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerk's Office Duplicate (Pink) - HMSO




