
STAND. CON. REP. NO. -26

Honolulu, Hawaii

FEB19 , 2026

RE: H.B. No. 2576
H.D. 1

Honorable Nadine K. Nakamura
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty-Third State Legislature
Regular Session of 2026
State of Hawaii

Madame:

Your Committee on Health, to which was referred H.B. No. 2576
entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO BACKGROUND CHECKS,”

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to clarify and streamline the
background check requirements for applicants, operators,
employees, third-party employers, and volunteers at healthcare
facilities.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Hawaii Health Systems Corporation; Rehabilitation
Hospital of the Pacific; Healthcare Association of Hawaii; The
Queen’s Health Systems; Hawai’i Pacific Health; Kaiser Permanente
Hawai’i; Hawaii Care Choices; and one individual. Your Committee
received testimony in opposition to this measure from the
Department of the Attorney General and Department of Health. Your
Committee received comments on this measure from the Hawaii
Medical Association and Professional Background Screening
Association.

Your Committee finds that clear, consistent, and efficient
background check requirements are essential to protecting the
health and safety of individuals receiving care at the State’s
health care facilities. Your Committee further finds that

2026—1494 HB2576 HD1 HSCR HMSO



STAND. 0CM. REP. NO.~~S7-26
Page 2

authorizing applicants, operators, and third-party employers to
conduct and certify completion of required background checks,
rather than the Department of Health, will streamline the process
and reduce barriers to timely hiring and placement of employees,
volunteers, and contracted personnel. This measure provides a
mechanism to enhance statutory clarity for background checks at
the State’s health care facilities while ensuring safeguards
remain in place for patient safety.

Your Committee notes the concerns raised in testimony by the
Healthcare Association of Hawaii that tying fingerprinting to
facility licensure, rather than at the level of individual
licensure, will create confusion and significant administrative
burdens without clearly improving safety outcomes, as healthcare
facilities often employ thousands of individuals across clinical
and non-clinical roles who would now need to be fingerprinted in
order for the facility to meet licensure requirements.

Accordingly, your Committee has amended this measure by:

(1) Deleting language requiring applicants and certain other
individuals to submit fingerprints;

(2) Changing the effective date to July 1, 3000, to
encourage further discussion; and

(3) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for the
purposes of clarity, consistency, and style.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Health that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of H.B. No.
2576, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass Second
Reading in the form attached hereto as H.B. No. 2576, H.D. 1, and
be referred to your Committee on Judiciary & Hawaiian Affairs.
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Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Health,

GRE YAMA, Chair



State of Hawaii
House of Representatives

The Thirty-third Legislature G€~’ ~ 726
Record of Votes of the Committee on Health

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:

~ 3/
D The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: 0 Pass, unamended (as is) Pass, with amendments (HD) 0 Hold
0 Pass short form bill with H to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

HLT Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. TAKAYAMA, Gregg (C)

2. KEOHOKAPU-LEE LOY, Sue L. (VC)

3. AMATO, Terez —

4. HARTSFIELD, Daisy

5. MARTEN, Lisa

6. OLDS, Ikaika Nc
7. TAKENOUCHI, Jenna

8. ALCOS III, David s
~

9. GARCIA, Diamond >~

TOTAL (9)

The recommendation is: ~. Adopted 0 Not Adopted
fjoint referral, did not suppor mendation.

co mitt a o rn(s)

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature:

Distribution: Original (White) — Co Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerk’s Office Dupli te (Pink) — HMSO


