
STAND. 0CM. REP. NO.~~~26

Honolulu, Hawaii

FEB18 , 2026

RE: H.B. No. 2508
H.D. 1

Honorable Nadine K. Nakamura
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty-Third State Legislature
Regular Session of 2026
State of Hawaii

Madame:

Your Committee on Health, to which was referred H.B. No. 2508
entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO AIR MEDICAL SERVICES,”

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to establish a Statewide Air
Medical Services Program within the Department of Health to
provide governance, coordination, oversight, quality improvement,
and disaster readiness for the State’s emergency aeromedical and
interfacility air medical transport services.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Department of Health; Emergency Medical Services & Injury
Prevention System Branch, Department of Health; Kaua’i Emergency
Management Agency; Hawaii Medical Association; AlohaCare; and one
individual.

Your Committee finds that air medical services are an
essential component of Hawaii’s health care delivery system,
emergency medical systems of care, and overall health care
infrastructure. Due to Hawaii’s geographic isolation, multi
island structure, rural and remote communities, and limited access
to specialty and tertiary care on neighbor islands, timely access
to emergency air medical and interfacility air medical transport
is critical to ensuring equitable, lifesaving care for residents
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and visitors across the State. Your Committee further finds that
in Hawaii, air medical transport is not a supplemental service; it
is a foundational element of emergency response, trauma care,
stroke care, cardiac care, and disaster preparedness.

Your Committee also finds that while the demand for emergency
and interfacility air medical transport has increased, the State
lacks permanent, dedicated resources to comprehensively monitor,
manage, coordinate, and develop this critical component of the
emergency medical services system. Convened pursuant to Senate
Concurrent Resolution No. 86, Regular Session of 2025, the Air
Medical Working Group concluded that Hawaii requires a formalized
governance structure and designated staffing. This measure
implements the conclusion of the Air Medical Working Group by
establishing the Statewide Air Medical Services Program to provide
statewide oversight, coordination, performance monitoring, quality
improvement, and disaster readiness for air medical services.

Your Committee has amended this measure by:

(1) Exempting the positions established by this measure from
Chapter 76, Hawaii Revised Statutes;

(2) Changing the effective date to July 1, 3000, to
encourage further discussion; and

(3) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for the
purposes of clarity, consistency, and style.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Health that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of H.B. No.
2508, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass Second
Reading in the form attached hereto as H.B. No. 2508, H.D. 1, and
be referred to your Committee on Finance.
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Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Health,

AMA, hair



State of Hawaii
House of Representatives

The Thirty-third Legislature If5c4”L ‘~ç~• z C
Record of Votes of the Committee on Health

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:

H~’5O~ HL1,FIN ~2-iIi/’2~
D The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: Q Pass, unamended (as is) ~$..Pass, with amendments (HD) D Hold
C Pass short form bill with RD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

HLT Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. TAKAYAMA, Gregg (C)

2. KEOHOKAPU-LEE LOY, Sue L. (VC)

3. AMATO, Terez

4. HARTSFIELD, Daisy

5. MARTEN, Lisa

6. OLDS, Ikaika

~

7. TAKENOUCHI, Jenna

8. ALCOS III, David

R
9. GARCIA, Diamond

TOTAL ~9)

The recommendation is: Adopted
I jnint r~f~rr~1

C Not Adopted

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature:

di~1 n~~i support recon

Distribution: Original (White) Coi~i~~ ~1icate (Yellow) — Chief Clerk’s Offi




