
STAND. COM. REP. NO.

Honolulu, Hawaii

MAR 3 0 2026
RE: H.B. No. 2437

H. D. 1
S.D. 1

Honorable Ronald D. Kouchi
President of the Senate
Thirty-Third State Legislature
Regular Session of 2026 
State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committees on Water, Land, Culture and the Arts and 
Education, to which was referred H.B. No. 2437, H.D. 1, entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO ARTS EDUCATION,"

beg leave to report as follows:

The purpose and intent of this measure is to appropriate 
funds to the State Foundation on Culture and the Arts for the 
Artists in the Schools Program.

Your Committees received testimony in support of this measure 
from Department of Education, Hawai‘i State Foundation on Culture 
and the Arts, HULI PAC, Hawai‘i Community Foundation, Prince Dance 
Company, Donkey Mill Art Center, Honolulu Theatre for Youth, 
Hawai‘i Arts Alliance, Waihee Elementary School, and nineteen 
individuals.

Your Committees find that the Artists in the Schools Program 
of the State Foundation on Culture and the Arts (Program) provides 
meaningful arts education by embedding professional artists in 
classrooms of public and public charter schools. By appropriating 
more funds in support of the Program, this measure will further 
develop the creativity, critical thinking, and collaboration of 
the State's schoolchildren, empowering their future success in the 
workforce and their future engagement in civil society.
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Your Committees have amended this measure by inserting an 
effective date of January 1, 3000, to encourage further 
discussion.

As affirmed by the records of votes of the members of your 
Committees on Water, Land, Culture and the Arts and Education that 
are attached to this report, your Committees are in accord with 
the intent and purpose of H.B. No. 2437, H.D. 1, as amended 
herein, and recommend that it pass Second Reading in the form 
attached hereto as H.B. No. 2437, H.D. 1, S.D. 1, and be referred 
to your Committee on Ways and Means.

Respectfully submitted on 
behalf of the members of the 
Committees on Water, Land, 
Culture and the Arts and 
Education,

DONNA MERCADO KIM, Chair CHRIS LEE, Chair
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The Senate
Thirty-Third Legislature

State of Hawaii

Record of Votes 
Committee on Water, Land, Culture and the Arts 

WLA

Bill / Resolution No.:* Committee Referral: Date:

__ The Committee is reconsidering its previous decision on this measure.
If so, then the previous decision was to: ______________________________________

The Recommendation is:
__ Pass, unamended V'^Pass, with amendments __ Hold __ Recommit

2312 2311 2310 2313

Members Aye Aye (WR) Nay Excused
LEE, Chris (C)
INOUYE. Lorraine R. (VC)
CHANG. Stanley
LAMOSAO. Rachele
DECORTE. Samantha

TOTAL 0 0 2
Recommendation: /

\Z Adopted __ Not Adopted

Chair’s or Designee’s Signature: i

1 f
Distribution: Original Yellow Pink

File with Committee Report Committee Drafting Agency

*Only one measure per Record of Votes

Revised: 01/21/26



The Senate
Thirty-Third Legislature

State of Hawai‘i

Record of Votes 
Committee on Education 

EDU

Bill / Resolution No.:*

UB HO '

Committee Referral: Date:

O3/-tS-/2.C

The Committee is reconsidering its previous decision on this measure.
If so, then the previous decision was to: ______________________________________

The Recommendation is:
__ Pass, unamended >^ass, with amendments __ Hold __ Recommit 

2312 2311________________ 2310_________ 2313

Members Aye Aye (WR) Nay Excused
KIM, Donna Mercado (C)
KIDANI, Michelle N. (VC)
FUKUNAGA, Carol
HASHIMOTO. Troy N.
DECORTE, Samantha

TOTAL

Recommendation: __
[/j^dopted __ Not Adopted

Chair’s or Designee’s Signature: . i

---------

Distribution; Original Yellow Pink
File with Committee Report Committee Drafting Agency

*Only one measure per Record of Votes

Revised: 01/02/26


