STAND. COM. REP. NO. ‘m—26

Honolulu, Hawaii

, 2026
MAR 0 6
RE: H.B. No. 2427
H.D. 3

Honorable Nadine K. Nakamura
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty-Third State Legislature
Regular Session of 2026

State of Hawaii

Madame:

Your Committee on Finance, to which was referred H.B. No.
2427, H.D. 2, entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO UNACCOMPANIED HOMELESS YOUTH,"
begs leave to report as follows:
The purpose of this measure is to:

(1) Align Department of Education policies with the
McKinney-Vento Act to ensure that unaccompanied homeless
youth are afforded all rights guaranteed under federal
law; and

(2) - Establish a student-centered, safety-first protocol to
' ©  be used when these youth seek to enroll in or attend
school.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Department of Education; Hawai‘i State Youth Commission;
Hawaii Children's Action Network Speaks!; Rainbow Family 808;
Hawaii Youth Services Network; and six individuals. Your
Committee received comments on this measure from the Office of
Youth Services.
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Your Committee has amended this measure by making technical,
nonsubstantive amendments for the purposes of clarity,
consistency, and style.

Your Committee notes that the Office of Youth Services does
not provide direct case management services and that requiring
schools to notify the Office when working with runaway or
unaccompanied homeless youth would inadvertently trigger law
enforcement's and Child Welfare Services' involvement. Your
Committee further notes the Office's request that references to
the Office be removed from the measure and respectfully reguests
that these concerns be considered as the measure moves forward.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Finance that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of H.B. No.
2427, H.D. 2, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass Third
Reading in the form attached hereto as H.B. No. 2427, H.D. 3.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Finance,

CHRIS TODD, Chair
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State of Hawaii
House of Representatives

The Thirty-third Legislature H %‘l l O$Q' 26

Record of Votes of the Committee on Finance

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:
HBZUZT. W02, |ToM  pSir, FIN glalzg

O The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.
e

The recommendationisto: [J Pass, unamended (as is) l':{‘D//P;ss, with amendments (HD) [ Hold
O  Pass short form bill with D to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

FIN Members Ayes (WR) Excused

16. REYES ODA Julie

TOTAL (16) / \,(/ O 9, @)
The recommendation is: Adopted O Not Adopted
If join{@ral, f\\({(\i not support recommendation()
AN

committee acronym(s)
Vice Chair's or designee's signature: 7 (—\\) /‘\/L IX S
e \.' ~ M
Distribution: Original (White) — Comm}}é ) Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerk's Office Duplicate (Pink) - HMSO






