STAND. COM. REP. NO. wg—%

Honolulu, Hawaii

, 2026
FEB 20
RE: H.B. No. 2427
H.D. 2

Honorable Nadine K. Nakamura
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty-Third State Legislature
Regular Session of 2026

State of Hawaii

Madame:

Your Committee on Human Services & Homelessness, to which was
referred H.B. No. 2427, H.D. 1, entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO UNACCOMPANIED HOMELESS YOQUTH,"
begs leave to report as follows:
The purpose of this measure is to:

(1) Entitle unaccompanied homeless youth, including runaway
youth, with the rights, as provided by the federal
McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act of 1987, to
immediate enrollment in school, full participation in
school activities, and access to comparable school and
educational services provided to other students; and

(2) Establish a student-centered, safety-first protocol for
unaccompanied homeless youth enrolling in or attending
school.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Department of Education; 50501 Hawaii; General Strike
Hawaii; and eight individuals. Your Committee received comments
on this measure from the Department of the Attorney General and
Office of Youth Services.
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Your Committee finds that clarifying enrollment rights and
establishing a student-centered, safety-first protocol will help
ensure that these vulnerable students receive immediate
educational access and appropriate support. This measure is
intended to align state policy with the federal McKinney-Vento
Homeless Assistance Act of 1987 (McKinney-Vento Act) and
strengthens procedures to safeguard the wellbeing and educational
stability of unaccompanied homeless youth.

Your Committee has amended this measure by:

(1) Amending the definition of "unaccompanied homeless
youth”™ to explicitly incorporate wording from the
McKinney-Vento Act;

(2) Requiring the Complex Area Homeless Liaison to be
notified first in cases of unaccompanied homeless youth
and the 0Office of Youth Services to be notified in cases
where the unaccompanied homeless youth is a runaway
youth;

(3) Specifying that if immunization records are unavailable,
unaccompanied homeless youth may attend school on a
provisional basis, while the school's assigned Complex
Area Homeless Liaison works with the Department of
Health to meet associated provisional attendance
documentation requirements; and

(4) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for the
purpcoses of clarity, consistency, and style.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Human Services & Homelessness that is attached to
this report, your Committee is in accord with the intent and
purpose of H.B. No. 2427, H.D. 1, as amended herein, and
recommends that it be referred to your Committee on Finance in the
form attached hereto as H.B. No. 2427, H.D. 2.
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Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Human Services &
Homelessness,

Lo Wrb=

LISA MARTEN, Chair




State of Hawaii
House of Representatives
The Thirty-third Legislature W é Oé —026

Record of Votes of the Committee on Human Services & Homelessness

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:

f14 27  wo) EDN |, HSH FIN YT (U

O The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: [J Pass, unamended (as is) B Pass, with amendments (HD) O Hold
O  Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

HSH Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. MARTEN, Lisa (C) A

————
————
———

8. ALCOS III, David ____

| 9, GARCIA Dlamond X

TOTAL (9) -/ 7

The recommendation is: B Adopted O Not Adopted

If joint referral, did not support recommendation.
committee acronym(s)

Vice Chair's or designee's signature: A%

Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerk's Office Duplicate (Pink) - HMSO




