
STAND. COM. REP. NO.

Honolulu, Hawaii

MAR 30 2026
RE: H.B. No. 2397

H.D. 2
S.D. 1

Honorable Ronald D. Kouchi
President of the Senate
Thirty-Third State Legislature
Regular Session of 2026
State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committees on Housing and Education, to which was 
referred H.B. No. 2397, H.D. 2, entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO SCHOOL FACILITIES,"

beg leave to report as follows:

The purpose and intent of this measure is to transfer school 
impact fees from the Kalihi-Ala Moana school impact district to 
the School Impact Fees subaccount of the School Facilities Special 
Fund for the acquisition and renovation of one or more buildings 
in the downtown Honolulu area to develop and expand pre­
kindergarten and charter school capacity.

Your Committees received testimony in support of this measure 
from the Hawai‘i School Facilities Authority and State Public 
Charter School Commission.

Your Committees received testimony in opposition to this 
measure from one individual, z

Your Committees received comments on this measure from the 
Department of the Attorney General.

Your Committees find that the State continues to experience 
high demand for early learning facilities and permanent space for 
public charter schools. Expanding pre-kindergarten and charter
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school capacity is an important component in addressing statewide 
educational needs and increasing access to educational 
opportunities. Your Committees also find that the downtown 
Honolulu area presents unique challenges related to site 
availability, cost, and development constraints, making the 
adaptive reuse of existing buildings a practical and efficient 
potential option. By transferring funds for the acquisition and 
renovation of buildings in the downtown Honolulu area, this 
measure will help expand access to critical educational services.

Your Committees have amended this measure by:

(1) Clarifying that the purpose of the appropriated funds is 
to acquire one or more buildings, or acquire land and 
construct a new building in the 96813 zip code;

(2) Inserting language to require that the appropriated 
funds shall be used to serve students residing in the 
Kalihi-Ala Moana school impact district, except under 
certain conditions;

(3) Amending section 1 to reflect its amended purpose; and

(4) Making a technical, nonsubstantive amendment for the 
purposes of clarity and consistency.

As affirmed by the records of votes of the members of your 
Committees on Housing and Education that are attached to this 
report, your Committees are in accord with the intent and purpose 
of H.B. No. 2397, H.D. 2, as amended herein, and recommend that it 
pass Second Reading in the form attached hereto as H.B. No. 2397, 
H.D. 2, S.D. 1, and be referred to your Committee on Ways and 
Means.

Respectfully submitted on 
behalf of the members of the 
Committees on Housing and 
Education,

DONNA MERCADO KIM, Chair
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The Senate
Thirty-Third Legislature

State of Hawaii

Record of Votes 
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Bill / Resolution No.:* Committee Referral: Date:

BUT?*1'1 / UDI Hov)
__ The Committee is reconsidering its previous decision on this measure.

If so, then the previous decision was to: ______________________________________

The Recommendation is:

__ Pass, unamended j-^-*J^ass, with amendments __ Hold __ Recommit 
2312 2311_______________2310________ 2313

Members Aye Aye (WR) Nay Excused
CHANG. Stanley (C)
HASHIMOTO. Troy N. (VC)
ELEFANTE. Brandon J.C.
RHOADS. Karl
FEVELLA. Kurt —

TOTAL 1
Recommendation:

LxJ^^dopted __ Not Adopted

Chair’s or Designee’s Signature: ,

Distribution: Original Yellow Pink
File with Committee Report Committee Drafting Agency

*Only one measure per Record of Votes

Revised: 01/02/26



The Senate
Thirty-Third Legislature

State of Hawai‘i

Record of Votes 
Committee on Education 

EDU

Bill / Resolution No.:*
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Committee Referral: Date:
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The Committee is reconsidering its previous decision on this measure.
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The Recommendation is:
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2312 2311 2310 2313

Members Aye Aye (WR) Nay Excused
KIM, Donna Mercado (C)
KIDANI, Michelle N. (VC)
FUKUNAGA, Carol
HASHIMOTO. Troy N.
DECORTE, Samantha

TOTAL 1
Recommendation: __ __
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