
STAND. COM. REP. NO. -26

Honolulu, Hawaii

FEB20 , 2026

RE: H.B. No. 2283
H.D. 1

Honorable Nadine K. Nakamura
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty-Third State Legislature
Regular Session of 2026
State of Hawaii

Madame:

Your Committee on Transportation, to which was referred H.B.
No. 2283 entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO PORT PILOTAGE,”

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to clarify the consulting role
and responsibilities of the Department of Transportation in the
Department of Commerce and Consumer Affairs’ development and
implementation of pilot licensure standards, requirements, and
criteria.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Department of Transportation; Department of Commerce and
Consumer Affairs; Matson Navigation Company, Inc.; Hawai’i Harbors
Users Group; Hawai’i Gas; and Hawaii Pilots Association.

Your Committee finds that port pilots play a critical role in
ensuring the safe and efficient navigation of vessels carrying the
vast majority of goods entering and leaving the State. While the
Department of Commerce and Consumer Affairs is responsible for the
licensure and regulation of port pilots, the Department of
Transportation possesses operational expertise and firsthand
knowledge of harbor conditions, vessel traffic, and long-term port
planning that are integral to informed decision-making. By
clarifying and formalizing the Department of Transportation’s
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consultative role in establishing licensure standards, which will
ensure that licensure decisions are grounded in operational
realities, this measure enhances maritime safety, supports supply
chain reliability, and safeguards the economic vitality of
Hawaii’s commercial ports.

Your Committee has amended this measure by:

(1) Repealing the inclusion of Port Allen as part of the
waters of the State that are regulated by statutory
pilotage requirements;

(2) Changing the effective date to July 1, 3000, to
encourage further discussion; and

(3) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for the
purposes of clarity, consistency, and style.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Transportation that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of H.B. No.
2283, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass Second
Reading in the form attached hereto as H.B. No. 2283, H.D. 1, and
be referred to your Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Transportation,

DARIUS KILA, Chair
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State of Hawaii ~Ia
House of Representatives

The Thirty-third Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Transportation

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:

B ;~ ~
0 The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measur

The recommendation is to: 0 Pass, unamended (as is) Pass, with amendments (HD) 0 Hold

0 Pass short form bill with RD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

Ayes Ayes (WR) NaysTRN Members

1. KILA, Darius K. (C)

2. MIYAKE, Tyson K. (VC)

3. COCHRAN, Elle

4. EVSLIN, Luke A.

5. GRANDINETTI, Tina Nakada

6. KITAGAWA, Lisa

7. LA CHICA, Trish

8. MURAOKA, Christopher L.

9. PIERICK, Elijah

O Not Adopted
______________________ did not support recommendation.

committee acronym(s)

Duplicate (Yellow) Chief Clerk’s Office

Excused

TOTAL (9)

The recommendation is: Adopted
Jf joint referral.

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature:

Distribution: Original (White) Committee Duplicate (Pink) HMSO


