
STAND. COM. REP. NO. -26

Honolulu, Hawaii

FEB19 , 2026

RE: H.B. No. 2179
H.D. 2

Honorable Nadine K. Nakamura
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty-Third State Legislature
Regular Session of 2026
State of Hawaii

Madame:

Your Committee on Transportation, to which was referred H.B.
No. 2179, H.D. 1, entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO TRANSPORTATION,”

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to:

(1) Require, rather than authorize, the Department of
Education to develop and administer a Traffic Safety
Education Program; and

(2) Require the Traffic Safety Education Program to include
electric bicycles.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Hawai’i Bicycling League; Hawaii Chapter of the American
College of Emergency Physicians; Kauai Path, Inc.; and numerous
individuals. Your Committee received testimony in opposition to
this measure from one individual. Your Committee received
comments on this measure from the Department of Education and
Department of Health.

Your Committee finds that electric bicycles have become an
increasingly popular mode of transportation across the State, yet
their rapid growth in use has coincided with heightened concerns
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about roadway safety. As more students and families rely on
electric bicycles for transportation, ensuring that young riders
understand the rules of the road and safe riding practices is
critical to reducing accidents and preventing injuries. This
measure strengthens traffic safety efforts by requiring the
Department of Education to establish and administer a Traffic
Safety Education Program in all public schools and to include
instruction on electric bicycle safety, promoting responsible
ridership and safer roadways statewide.

Your Committee has amended this measure by making technical,
nonsubstantive amendments for the purposes of clarity,
consistency, and style.

Your Committee notes the concerns raised by the Hawai’i
Bicycling League regarding the absence of curricula, staff, and
resources within the Department of Education to provide traffic
safety education and their suggestion to allow the Department to
consult with an expert bicycle education provider.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Transportation that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of ILB. No.
2179, H.D. 1, as amended herein, and recommends that it be
referred to your Committee on Finance in the form attached hereto
as H.B. No. 2179, H.D. 2.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committe Transportation,

DARIUS KILA, Chair
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Record of Votes of the Committee on Transportation

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:

~UW. G1 DN TRN F! ~1 ~‘

0 The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: ~ Pass, unamended (as is) Pass, with amendments (HD) 0 Hold

0 Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

TRN Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. KILA, Darius K. (C)

2. MIYAKE, Tyson K. (VC)

3. COCHRAN, Elle

4. EVSLIN, Luke A.

5. GRANDINETTI, Tina Nakada

6. KITAGAWA, Lisa

7. LA CHICA, Trish

8. MURAOKA, Christopher L.

9. PIERICK, Elijah

TOTAL (9)

The recommendation is:

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature:

Distribution: Original (White) Committee

Adopted
If joint referral,

C Not Adopted
_________________________ did not support recommendation.

comu ttee acronym(s)

4~
Duplicate (Ye low) Chief Clerk’s Office Duplicate (Pink) HMSO


