STAND. COM. REP. No.m—26

Honolulu, Hawaii

" , 2026
FEB 12
RE:  H.B. No. 2140
H.D. 1

Honorable Nadine K. Nakamura
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty-Third State Legislature
Regular Session of 2026

State of Hawaii

Madame :

Your Committee on Economic Development & Technology, to which
was referred H.B. No. 2140 entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO ESSENTIAL PERMITTING
POSITIONS,"

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to authorize counties to
implement a pilot program to improve the speed, accountability,
and quality of the permit process through targeted staffing,
performance incentives, and interdepartmental competition.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Maui Chamber of Commerce; Housing Hawai‘i's Future; and
Hawaii Government Employees Association, AFSCME Local 152, AFL-
CIO. Your Committee received comments on this measure from the
Office of Planning and Sustainable Development; Department of
Planning and Permitting, City and County of Honolulu; Department
of Human Resources, City and County of Honolulu; Department of
Budget and Fiscal Services, City and County of Honolulu; and one
individual.

Your Committee finds that the State's permitting process is a
source of frustration for residents, developers, and government
agencies and is prone to delays. Your Committee further finds
that maintaining a stable workforce of permitting agency employees
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is vital to ensure the effectiveness of the permitting process.
Your Committee also finds that the Department of Education and the
Governor's Operation Hire Hawaiil initiative have addressed
personnel challenges across state agencies through a models that
include offering differential pay and promoting expedited hiring
and workforce equity. This measure seeks to build on those
successes by empowering the counties to streamline their own
permitting operations through the use of targeted staffing,
performance incentives, and interdepartmental competition.

Your Committee has amended this measure by:

(1) Changing the effective date to July 1, 3000, to
encourage further discussion; and

(2) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for the
purposes of clarity, consistency, and style.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Economic Development & Technology that is attached to
this report, your Committee is in accord with the intent and
purpose of H.B. No. 2140, as amended herein, and recommends that
it pass Second Reading in the form attached hereto as H.B. No.
2140, H.D. 1, and be referred to your Committee on Labor.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Economic
Development & Technology,

S—H—

GREGGOR ILAGAN, Chair
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State of Hawaii
House of Representatives

The Thirty-third Legislature H Sm 2; 2 '26

Record of Votes of the Committee on Economic Development & Technology

Bill/Resolution No.: Comrmttee Referra Date: /
SORATR D, U#8 , Finl 2 [/

D The committee is recon51derm0 its prev1ous decision on the measure

The recommendation is to: [J Pass, unamended (as is) E/Pass, with amendments (HD) O Hold
O  Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

ECD Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. ILAGAN, Greggor (C) il

2. HUSSEY.IkakacvO |~ | | |
3 HOLT.Dagiel | -~ [ | |
4 TAM Adw k.| - | | | |
5._TEMPLO, ShirleyAmn |~ | | |
6. YAMASHITA.Kyer. |~ | | | |

7. GEDEON, Joe

TOTAL (7) / /—]' — N —

The recommendation is: I:l/ Adopted O Not Adopted

If joint referral, did not support recommendation.
committee acronym(s)

Vice Chair's or designee's signature:
]/

Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duplicw ellow) — Chief Clerk's Office Duplicate (Pink) - HMSO
[




