
STAND. COM. REP. NO. -26

Honolulu, Hawaii

FEB19 , 2026

RE: H.B. No. 2139
H.D. 1

Honorable Nadine K. Nakamura
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty-Third State Legislature
Regular Session of 2026
State of Hawaii

Madame:

Your Committee on Higher Education, to which was referred
H.B. No. 2139, H.D. 1, entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO INVASIVE SPECIES,”

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to appropriate funds to the
University of Hawaii to conduct a study on effective treatment
methods to reduce populations of the Queensland longhorn beetle.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Department of Land and Natural Resources; University of
Hawai’i System; Hawaii Floriculture & Nursery Association; Hawai’i
Farm Bureau; Coordinating Group on Alien Pest Species; Hawai’i
Food+ Policy; Big Island Invasive Species Committee; Hawai’i
Farmers Union United; Mauna Kea Cacao LLC; and nine individuals.

Your Committee finds that while the Acalolepta aesthetica, or
Queensland longhorn beetle, was once endemic to Australia, it has
made its way to the Hawaiian islands, targeting many of the
State’s agriculturally important plants and culturally significant
trees. Your Committee further finds that there have now been
sightings of these beetles on Oahu, a sign that they are rapidly
spreading from where they were first discovered on Hawaii Island.
This measure allows the State to take early action against the
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invasive species before it can do more damage to Hawaii’s
ecosystems.

Your Committee respectfully requests your Committee on
Finance, should it deliberate on this measure, to consider an
appropriation amount of $138,443.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Higher Education that is attached to this report,
your Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of H.B.
No. 2139, H.D. 1, and recommends that it be referred to your
Committee on Finance.
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Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Higher Education,

ANDREW T



State of Hawaii
House of Representatives

The Thirty-third Legislature ~J. .~&tL te’7’7 Z~
Record of Votes of the Committee on Higher Education

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:

~kS2~~ h4~L AGR ~i~D~FIW 2.- (3-2O2c~~
C The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: ~‘~ass, unamended (as is) C Pass, with amendments (HD) C Hold
C Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

HED Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. GARRETT, Andrew Takuya (C)

2. AMATO, Terez (VC)

3. EVSLIN, Luke A.

4. KAPELA, Jeanne ‘7

~ KILA, Darius K.

6. LA CHICA, Trish -

7. OLDS, Ikaika

8. WOODSON, Justin H. V

9. MURAOKA, Christopher L.

10. SOUZA, Kanani V

TOTAL (10)

The recommendation is: Adopted C Not Adopted

If joint referral, did not support recommendation.
corn tee acron rn(s)

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature: ~fL,~_≠. ~
Distribution: Original (White) — Committee /3 Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerks Office Duplicate (Pink) — 1-IlvISO


