STAND. COM. REP. NO. ‘(pq -26

Honolulu, Hawaii

, 2026
FEB 11
RE: H.B. No. 2119
H.D. 1

Honorable Nadine K. Nakamura
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty-Third State Legislature
Regular Session of 2026

State of Hawaii

Madame:

Your Committee on Agriculture & Food Systems, to which was
referred H.B. No. 2119 entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO COFFEE PEST CONTROL,"
begs leave to report as follows:
The purpose of this measure is to:

(1) Temporarily reestablish the Pesticide Subsidy Program
for three years and pesticide subsidy manager position
for four years; and

(2) Appropriate funds into and out of the Pesticide Use
Revolving Fund for the operations and implementation of
the Pesticide Subsidy Program.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Department of Agriculture and Biosecurity; Hawaii Coffee
Association; Ka‘G Coffee Growers Cooperative; Hawai‘i Farm Bureau;
Hawai‘i Farmers Union United; Kona Coffee Farmers Associlation;
Hawai‘i Food+ Policy; and numerous individuals.

Your Committee finds that the coffee berry borer, a small
beetle, has infested coffee crops in the Kona and Kau regions of
Hawaii island and has been detected on Oahu, Maui, Kauai, and
Lanai. Additionally, in 2020, coffee leaf rust, caused by a
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fungal pathogen, was discovered for the first time in the State on
Maui and Hawaii island. These two pests threaten the viability of
Hawaii's entire coffee industry.

Your Committee further finds that in response to these
threats to the coffee industry, the Coffee Berry Borer Pesticide
Subsidy Program was established by Act 105, Session Laws of Hawaiil
2014, to assist Hawaii coffee farmers with offsetting the cost of
certaln pesticides to control coffee berry borer populations, and
later amended to add a subsidy for coffee leaf rust pesticides.
Your Committee notes that the Program was repealed on June 30,
2025. This measure temporarily reestablishes the Pesticide
Subsidy Program and pesticide subsidy manager position to continue
supporting farmers' mitigative efforts, including through reducing
the financial burden of purchasing certain pesticides.

Your Committee has amended this measure by:
(1) Changing the appropriations to unspecified amounts; and

(2) Changing the effective date to July 1, 3000, to
encourage further discussion.

Your Committee respectfully requests your Committee on
Finance, should it deliberate on this measure, to consider an
appropriation amount of $300,000 to be appropriated into and out
of the Pesticide Use Revolving Fund for the operation and
implementation of the Pesticide Subsidy Program.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Agriculture & Food Systems that is attached to this
report, your Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of
H.B. No. 2119, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass
Second Reading in the form attached hereto as H.B. No. 2119, H.D.
1, and be referred to your Committee on Labor.
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Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Agriculture & Food
Systems,

CORY®CHUN, Chair



State of Hawaii
House 3feROepreas‘::/r?tlalltives “ s&& 'QQ - zé
The Thirty-third Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Agriculture & Food Systems

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date: | 4
32119 AGR, e BV | 2L [2026

O The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: [J Pass, unamended (as is) pé\Pass, with amendments (HD) O Hold
DO  Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

AGR Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

| 1. CHUN, Cory M. (C). , W | N .

7. MATSUMOTO, Lauren

TOTAL (7) Q

A

The recommendation is: p’ Adopted Not Adopted
If joint referral, did not support recommendation.
cronym(s):
T U U —
Vice Chair's or designee's signature: X\ s ]

7= =y ——

Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerk's Office Duplicate (Pink) - HMSO




