
STAND. COM. REP. NO. 441i -26

Honolulu, Hawaii

FEB18 , 2026

RE: H.B. No. 2118
H.D. 1

Honorable Nadine K. Nakamura
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty-Third State Legislature
Regular Session of 2026
State of Hawaii

Madame:

Your Committees on Economic Development & Technology and
Labor, to which was referred H.B. No. 2118, H.D. 1, entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO THE DEPARTMENT OF BUSINESS,
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, AND TOURISM,”

beg leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to:

(1) Transfer the State Foundation on Culture and the Arts
and the King Kamehameha Celebration Commission from the
Department of Accounting and General Services to the
Department of Business, Economic Development, and
Tourism;

(2) Transfer certain authority and responsibilities held by
the Comptroller regarding the Works of Art Special Fund
to the Director of Business, Economic Development, and
Tourism; and

(3) Appropriate funds for positions within the Department of
Business, Economic Development, and Tourism.

Your Committees received testimony in support of this measure
from the Department of Accounting and General Services; Hawai’i
State Foundation on Culture and the Arts; Association of Hawaiian
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Civic Clubs; CARES; and two individuals. Your Committees received
comments on this measure from the Department of Business, Economic
Development, and Tourism.

Your Committees find that the State Foundation on Culture and
the Arts and the King Kamehameha Celebration Commission serve
vital functions in the preservation-and promotion of the State’s
rich cultural heritage and the arts, which are integral components
of the State’s identity and economy. Your Committees further find
that administratively placing these state entities in the
Department of Business, Economic Development, and Tourism, rather
than the Department of Accounting and General Services, will
better serve the State’s broader economic objectives as the
Department of Business, Economic Development, and Tourism is
better positioned to support the growth and development of
Hawaii’s cultural and creative industries. The transfer of
administrative oversight proposed by this measure will streamline
administrative processes, enhance programmatic support, and enable
the State to more effectively leverage its resources to enhance
the visibility and impact of Hawaii’s unique cultural and artistic
initiatives.

As affirmed by the records of votes of the members of your
Committees on Economic Development & Technology and Labor that are
attached to this report, your Committees are in accord with the
intent and purpose of H.B. No. 2118, H.D. 1, and recommend that it
be referred to your Committee on Finance.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committees on Economic
Development & Technology and
Labor,

~
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State of Hawaii
House of Representatives

The Thirty-third Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Economic Development & Technology

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referra: Date:

k~ ~-L~ C~* ~LI~ ~ ~I( ~
0 The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the easure.

The recommendation is to: El’ Pass, unamended (as is) El Pass, with amendments (HD) El Hold

El Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

TOTAL (7)

The recommendation is:

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature:

Distribution: Original (White) Committe~uplicate (Yellow) Chief Clerks Office

Ayes (WR) Nays ExcusedECD Members Ayes

1. ILAGAN, Greggor (C)

2. HUSSEY, Ikaika (VC)

3. HOLT, Daniel

4. TAM, Adrian K.

5. TEMPLO, Shirley Ann

6. YAMASHITA, Kyle T.

7. GEDEON, Joe

Adopted
If joint referral,

C Not Adopted

committee acronym(s)
did not support recommendation.

Duplicate (Pink) HMSO



State of Hawaii
House of Representatives 4/// ~

The Thirty-third Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Labor

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:

H 211 Dl. C ~ Ec.oJLA~ FItsi
0 The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: )~- Pass, unamended (as is) 0 Pass, with amendments (HD) C Hold

0 Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

LAB Members

1. SAYAMA, Jackson D. (C)

2. LEE, Mike (VC)

3. GARRETT, Andrew Takuya

4. KAPELA, Jeanne

5. KONG, Sam Satoru

6. REYES ODA, Julie

VI, i4

TOTAL (6)

The recommendation is: ~~Adopted
If joint referral,

U Not Adopted

committee acronym(s)
did not support recommendation.

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature:

Distribution: Original (White) Committee

Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

Duplicate (Yellow) Chief Clerk’s Office Duplicate (Pink) HMSO


