
STAND. COM. REP. NO.~ -26

Honolulu, Hawaii

FEB19 ,2026

RE: H.B. No. 2101
H.D. 1

Honorable Nadine K. Nakamura
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty-Third State Legislature
Regular Session of 2026
State of Hawaii

Madame:

Your Committees on Energy & Environmental Protection and
Water & Land, to which was referred H.B. No. 2101 entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO COMMERCIAL AQUARIUM
COLLECTION,”

beg leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to prohibit the harvest of
aquatic life from state marine waters for commercial aquarium
purposes.

Your Committees received testimony in support of this measure
from the Office of Hawaiian Affairs; Hawaii State Aha Moku; two
members of the Hawai’i County Council; one member of the Maui
County Council; Friends of Hanauma Bay; Huh PAC; Big Island Reef
Keepers Hu±; Environmental Caucus of the Democratic Party of
Hawai’i; Hawai’i Reef and Ocean Coalition; Sierra Club of Hawai’i;
Kua’ãina Ula ‘Auamo; Kihei Community Association; Hui Hoomalu ± ka
Ama; Ko’olau Foundation; Activities and Attractions Association of
Hawai’i; Hoala Kealakekua Nui Inc.; Earthjustice; Association of
Hawaiian Civic Clubs; Hui Aloha Kiholo; Ho’äla Kealakekua Nui,
Inc.; Big Island Aviation, LLC; For the Fishes; Center for
Biodiversity; Kai Palaoa; Fair Wind Cruises; Surfrider Foundation,
Hawai’i Region; Legacy Reef Foundation; Haereticus Environmental
Laboratory; Ocean Defenders Alliance; Ocean Preservation Society,
Hawai’i; B±ota Group; PuakO For Reefs; Moana ‘Ohana; Hui Kahuwai;
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Keiko Conservation; Ocean Janitors Hawaii; Kalanihale; Animal
Rights Hawai’i; Hawai’i Ocean Legislative Task Force; He’eia
National Estuarine Research Reserve; Conservation Council for
Hawai’i; Hawaiian Humane Society; The Nature Conservancy- Hawai’i
and Palmyra; Kia’± Kanaloa; Free Access Coalition; Ko’olaupoko
Hawaiian Civic Club; Kohola Coffee; Ocean Era, Inc.; Shimanchu
Mamuyaa; and numerous individuals. Your Committees received
testimony in opposition to this measure from the Native Hawaiian
Gathering Rights Association and numerous individuals. Your
Committees received comments on this measure from the Department
of Land and Natural Resources.

Your Committees find that the capture and sale of Hawaii’s
aquatic life for commercial aquarium purposes is contrary to
Hawaiian values that emphasize land and ocean stewardship. Your
Committees further find that maintaining the populations of
aquatic life present in Hawaii’s ocean ecosystems serves an
essential environmental purpose, as abundant populations of reef
wildlife can bolster reef resiliency against the effects of
climate change and offset ocean heat waves and changes in ocean
acidity. This measure seeks to promote environmental resiliency
and ocean stewardship by prohibiting the harvest of aquatic life
for commercial aquarium purposes.

Your Committees have amended this measure by:

(1) Limiting the prohibition to counties with a population
greater than 200,000 and less than 300,000;

(2) Changing the effective date to July 1, 3000, to
encourage further discussion; and

(3) Naking technical, nonsubstantive amendments for the
purposes of clarity, consistency, and style.

As affirmed by the records of votes of the members of your
Committees on Energy & Environmental Protection and Water & Land
that are attached to this report, your Committees are in accord
with the intent and purpose of H.B. No. 2101, as amended herein,
and recommend that ±t pass Second Reading in the form attached
hereto as H.B. No. 2101, H.D. 1, and be referred to your Committee
on Finance.
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Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committees on Energy &
Environmental Protection and
Water & Land,

M~JL
MARK J. S N, Chair NICOLE E. LOWEN, Chair
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State of Hawaii
House of Representatives {‘4~~c’~ S”8~ ~

The Thirty-third Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Energy & Environmental Protection

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:

~
D The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: C Pass, unamended (as is) Pass, with amendments (HD) C Hold
C Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

EEP Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. LOWEN, Nicole E. (C)

2. PERRUSO, Amy A. (VC) V

~ CHUN, Cory M.

4. KAHALOA, Kirstin

~
5. KUSCH, Matthias

6. QUINLAN, Sean

7. MATSUMOTO, Lauren

TOTAL(7) /
The recommendation is: Adopted C Not Adopted

If joint referral, A did not support recommendation.
o mittee a o ym(s)

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature: ~1’~k~O
Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duplicate Yellow) — Chief Clerk’s Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO



State of Hawaii

House of Representatives t’kci~~Q~,~ —‘2~j,G,~,
The Thirty-third Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Water & Land

BilUReso7~~ / ~ / Committeeyrrah Date: 2 /r~’ /2~

a The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: Q Pass, unamended (as is) Pass, with amendments (HD) C Hold
0 Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

WAL Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. HASHEM, Mark J. (C) V

2. MORIKAWA, Dee (VC)

~

3. BELATTI, Della Au

4. ICHIYAMA, Linda V

5. IWAMOTO, Kim Coco V
~

6. POEPOE, Mahina

7. WOODSON, Justin H.
~

8. SHIMIZU, Garner M.

9. SOUZA, Kanani V

TOTAL(9) - ‘2-
The recommendation is: Adopted a Adopted

If joint referral, did not support recommendation.
committee acronym(s)

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature: —

Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerk’s Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO


