
STAND. COM. REP. NO.

Honolulu, Hawaii

KAR 2 0 2028
RE: H.B. No. 2046

H. D. 2

Honorable Ronald D. Kouchi 
President of the Senate 
Thirty-Third State Legislature 
Regular Session of 2026 
State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Hawaiian Affairs, to which was referred 
H.B. No. 2046, H.D. 2, entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO THE 'OLELO HAWAI'I 
COMMISSION,"

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose and intent of this measure is to:

(1) Establish the ‘Olelo Hawai‘i Commission to coordinate and 
promote initiatives that support the use of 'Olelo 
Hawai'i; and

(2) Appropriate funds.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure 
from the Office of Hawaiian Affairs, Hawai'i Civil Rights 
Commission, University of Hawai'i at Hilo, Department of ‘Oiwi 
Resources of the County of Maui, Association of Hawaii Civic 
Clubs, Kuini Pi'olani Hawaiian Civic Club, Prince Kuhid Hawaiian 
Civic Club, Sierra Club of Hawai'i, Kua'aina Ulu ‘Auamo, and fifteen 
individuals.

Your Committee finds that Olelo Hawai'i is foundational to the 
culture and identity of Native Hawaiians and plays an important 
role in the everyday lives of many of the State's residents. It 
is essential for the State to support these residents by reducing

2026-1937 SSCR SMA.docx

IHlIilllllllllllH



STAND. COM. REP. NO. 
Page 2

language barriers in the provision of public services and 
preventing unequal treatment resulting from language 
inaccessibility. While the State has made important progress 
revitalizing Olelo Hawai‘i and addressing some of these issues, 
further action is necessary. Accordingly, this measure 
establishes an Olelo Hawai'i Commission to ensure expanded support 
for Olelo Hawai'i in the State.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your 
Committee on Hawaiian Affairs that is attached to this report, 
your Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of H.B. 
No. 2046, H.D. 2, and recommends that it pass Second Reading and 
be referred to your Committee on Ways and Means.

Respectfully submitted on 
behalf of the members of the 
Committee on Hawaiian Affairs,
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The Senate 
Thirty-Third Legislature 

State of Hawaii

Record of Votes 
Committee on Hawaiian Affairs 

HWN

Bill / Resolution No.:* Committee Referral: 
hWN > wAm

Date:

03-

__ The Committee is reconsidering its previous decision on this measure.

If so, then the previous decision was to: ______________________________________

The Rec^mendation is:

Uq =*ass, unamended __ Pass, with amendments __ Hold __ Recommit 
2312___________ 2311________________ 2310_________ 2313

Members Aye Aye (WR) Nay Excused
RICHARDS, III, Herbert M. “Tim” (C)
LAMOSAO, Rachele (VC) Ax-***^
IHARA, Jr., Les Ux-**
KEOHOKALOLE, Jarrett
DECORTE, Samantha

TOTAL 0 6 7

Recommendation:
1^ Adopted __ Not Adopted

Chair’s or Designee’s Signature: , /

Distribution; Original / Yellow Pink

File with Committee Report Committee Drafting Agency

*Only one measure per Record of Votes

Revised: 01/02/26


