STAND. COM. REP. NO. Wﬁ' -26

Honolulu, Hawaii

’ , 2026
FEB 18
RE: H.B. No. 2045
H.D. 1

Honorable Nadine K. Nakamura
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty-Third State Legislature
Regular Session of 2026

State of Hawaii

Madame:

Your Committee on Culture & Arts, to which was referred H.B.
No. 2045 entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO STATE HOLIDAYS,"
begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to designate La Hoihoi Ea,
Sovereignty Restoration Day, as a state holiday in place of
Statehood Day.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Office of Hawaiian Affairs; Hawai‘i Civil Rights
Commission; Na Wai Ho‘ola Nui La‘au Lapa‘au Foundation; and numerous
individuals. Your Committee received comments on this measure
from the Office of Collective Bargaining; Department of Human
Resources for the City and County of Honolulu; and two
individuals.

Your Committee finds that La Hoihoi Ea represents a defining
moment in Hawaii's history, commemorating the 1843 restoration of
the Hawaiian Kingdom's sovereignty after a temporary foreign
occupation. The observance marks the return of governing
authority to King Kamehameha III and memorializes his proclamation
that affirms that the life and sovereignty of the land are
perpetuated through righteousness. While July 31 is currently
recognized in statute as La Hoihoi Ea, it is expressly not
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designated as a state holiday. By replacing Statehood Day with La
Hoihoi Ea as an official state holiday, this measure formally
elevates the day's historical and cultural significance and
recognizes its enduring importance to Native Hawaiian identity,
resilience, and self-governance.

Your Committee has amended this measure by changing the
effective date to July 1, 3000, to encourage further discussion.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Culture & Arts that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of H.B. No.
2045, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass Second
Reading in the form attached hereto as H.B. No. 2045, H.D. 1, and
be referred to your Committee on Finance.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Culture & Arts,

JE%‘NE KA*LA‘, Chair
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State of Hawaii
House of Representatives

The Thirty-third Legislature H M 3Q (¢26

Record of Votes of the Committee on Culture & Arts

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:

g 2045 ean  Finl 2.[13 [202¢

O The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: [J Pass, unamended (as is) K Pass, with amendments (HD) O Hold
O  Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

CAA Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. KAPELA, Jeanne (C)

2 KONG s SaboniV O SRR LR | e S e
(3 GARRETT AndrewTakwya ] X | [ [ |
AR S EEL S R e e e S e
5. SAVAMA, JdieonD. oSt e e s e e ]

6. REYES ODA, Julie

TOTAL (6) 37 l

The recommendation is: XAdopted Q Not Adopted

If joint referral, did not support recommendation.
committee acronym(s)

Vice Chair's or designee's signature: @‘7/7 il
e < —

Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerk's Office Duplicate (Pink) - HMSO






