STAND. COM. REP. NO. m -26

Honolulu, Hawaii

FEB 18 - 2026

RE: H.B. No. 2012
H.D. 1

Honorable Nadine K. Nakamura
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty-Third State Legislature
Regular Session of 2026

State of Hawaii

Madame:

Your Committee on Human Services & Homelessness, to which was
referred H.B. No. 2012, H.D. 1, entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO COMMUNITY LITERACY LABS,"
begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to appropriate funds for the
Department of Education to establish a two-year community literacy
labs pilot program in certain underserved and high-need
communities.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Hawai‘i State Public Library System. Your Committee
received comments on this measure from the Department of
Education.

Your Committee finds that literacy is foundational to
academic achievement, workforce readiness, economic mobility, and
civic participation; however, a significant number of students
attending Title I public schools are not reading at grade level,
increasing the likelihood of long-term educational and economic
disparities. Your Committee further finds that community-based,
culturally responsive literacy supports have the potential to
improve early reading proficiency and family engagement. This
measure would pilot at least five such efforts in areas with the
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greatest literacy and access needs to demonstrate the effects of
these interventions on reading proficiency and family engagement.

Your Committee notes that it is in the process of obtaining a
cost estimate for the pilot program proposed by this measure and
will forward that information to your Committee on Finance when it
is available.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Human Services & Homelessness that is attached to
this report, your Committee is in accord with the intent and
purpose of H.B. No. 2012, H.D. 1, and recommends that it be
referred to your Committee on Finance.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Human Services &
Homelessness,

s LK

LISA MARTEN, Chair
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State of Hawaii
House of Representatives
The Thirty-third Legislature «J/$ c& 3 6 7 2‘

Record of Votes of the Committee on Human Services & Homelessness

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:

HB 202 v EDN, Bsh FAIN 2/l rou

O The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: [ Pass, unamended (as is) 0 Pass, with amendments (HD) 0 Houd
O Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

HSH Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. MARTEN, Lisa (C) X

" SIED’ Daisy .. . . v - .

EOHOKAPU- | X | ] ] '
&OSHI’aid | X 1 | |

9. GARCIA, Diamond X
TOTAL (9) 9
The recommendation is: Adopted O Not Adopted
If joint referral, did not support recommendation.
committee acronym(s)
Vice Chair's or designee's signature: A éﬁ
Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerk's Office Duplicate (Pink) - HMSO




