STAND. COM. REP. NO. 9 -26

Honolulu, Hawaii

, 2026
FEB 06
RE: H.B. No. 1996
H.D. 1

Honorable Nadine K. Nakamura
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty-Third State Legislature
Regular Session of 2026

State of Hawaiil

Madame:

Your Committee on Health, to which was referred H.B. No. 1996
entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO HEARING AIDS,"
begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to exempt gross receipts from
the sale of hearing aids received by a hospital, infirmary,
medical clinic, health care facility, pharmacy, or practitioner
licensed to administer drugs to an individual from the general
excise tax.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Disability and Communications Access Board and five
individuals. Your Committee received comments on this measure
from the Department of Taxation and Tax Foundation of Hawaii.

Your Committee finds that hearing loss affects approximately
two-thirds of adults aged seventy years or older and is associated
with accelerated cognitive decline, depression, social isolation,
falls, and higher health care expenditures. Your Committee
further finds that cost is often the primary barrier preventing
persons with hearing loss from wearing hearing aids, with costs
for a single hearing aid ranging from a few hundred to several
thousand dollars. This measure is intended to reduce out-of-
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pocket costs and promote health equity by exempting hearing aids
from the general excise tax.

Your Committee has amended this measure by:
(1) Removing the sunset provision;

(2) Changing the effective date to July 1, 3000, to
encourage further discussion; and

(3) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for the
purposes of clarity, consistency, and style.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Health that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of H.B. No.
1996, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass Second
Reading in the form attached hereto as H.B. No. 1996, H.D. 1, and
be referred to your Committee on Economic Development &
Technology.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Health,

%M/A!‘Chair
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State of Hawaii
House of Representatives

The Thirty-third Legislature m 50 - 26

Record of Votes of the Committee on Health

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: | Date: A
Upi44L HLT, ELD,FIN Aweﬁqlv*;@&p

O  The commitiee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

“

The recommendation is to: [3 Pass, unamended (as is) ﬁ Pass, with amendments (HD) O Hold
O  Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

HLT Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

P

1. TAKAYAMA Gregg ©

7. TAKENOUCHL Jenna “___

-———

- GARCIA Dlamond

TOTAL (9) s \

The recommendation is: X Adopted 0O Not Adopted
If joint referral, did not support recommendation.

X c?mrmtte;,aefe(ymés%

Vice Chair's or designee's signature: M
\V \

Distribution: Original (White) — Comm1 Duplicate (Yellow) — Chleftﬁerk‘s Ofﬁce Dupl)cate (Pink) - HMSO




