
STAND. COM. REP. NO. -26

Honolulu, Hawaii
2026

FEB 18
RE: H.B. No. 1980

H.D. 1

Honorable Nadine K. Nakamura
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty-Third State Legislature
Regular Session of 2026
State of Hawaii

Madame:

Your Committee on Energy & Environmental Protection, to which
was referred H.B. No. 1980 entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO ELECTRIC VEHICLE CHARGING
INFRASTRUCTURE,”

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to:

(1) Establish a statewide goal to retrofit state facilities
to be electric vehicle charger—ready;

(2) Require the design of all new state building
construction where parking is to be included to provide
that at least twenty—five percent of parking stalls be
electric vehicle charger-ready;

(3) Require the Hawaii State Energy Office, in consultation
with the Department of Accounting and General Services
and the Department of Transportation, to conduct a
survey and identify certain high-priority state
facilities for retrofitting parking to be electric
vehicle charger—ready; and
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(4) Appropriate funds to assess and retrofit electric
vehicle charging infrastructure at those high-priority
state facilities.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Department of Accounting and General Services; Hawai’i
Climate Change Mitigation and Adaptation Commission;
35oHawaii.org; Imua Alliance; Alliance for Automotive Innovation;
Climate Protectors Hawai’i; and one individual. Your Committee
received comments on this measure from the Hawaii State Energy
Office.

Your Committee finds that although electric vehicle adoption
in the State is increasing rapidly, insufficient charging
infrastructure, particularly at workplaces and state-owned
facilities, limits participation in clean transportation. Your
Committee further finds that creating electric vehicle charger-
ready state buildings and retrofitting existing facilities will
expand access to daytime charging, support renters and residents
without home-charging options, and reduce strain on the electric
grid. This measure ensures that new state buildings are electric
vehicle charger-ready and requires a survey to identify certain
high-priority state facilities to be retrofitted to include
electric vehicle charger-ready parking.

Your Committee has amended this measure by:

(1) Clarifying that the Hawaii State Energy Office is
required to consult with all state agencies that have
parking facilities to conduct a survey identifying high-
priority state facilities, rather than only the
Department of Accounting and General Services and
Department of Transportation; and

(2) Changing the effective date to July 1, 3000, to
encourage further discussion.

Your Committee respectfully requests your Committee on
Finance, should it deliberate on this measure, to consider an
appropriation amount of $300,000 for the cost assessment to
determine the costs to install, or contract for the installation
of, retrofits and electric vehicle charging systems at high
priority state facilities.
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As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Energy & Environmental Protection that is attached to
this report, your Committee is in accord with the intent and
purpose of H.B. No. 1980, as amended herein, and recommends that
it pass Second Reading in the form attached hereto as H.B. No.
1980, H.D. 1, and be referred to your Committee on Finance.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Energy &
Environmental Protection,

(\A~4Ak€ ç5L~~%%
NICOLE E. LOWEN, Chair
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State of Hawaii
House of Representatives ,ç~

The Thirty-third Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Energy & Environmental Protection

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:

~ ~

0 The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: Q Pass, unamended (as is) ~‘~‘Pass, with amendments (HD) C Hold

C Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

EEP Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. LOWEN, Nicole E. (C)

~-
2. PERRUSO, Amy A. (VC) V’t

~

3. CHUN, Cory M.

4. KAHALOA, Kirstin
~

5. KUSCH, Matthias

6. QUINLAN, Sean
~-

7. MATSUMOTO, Lauren V

TOTAL (7) /7
The recommendation is: I~ Adopted C Not Adopted

If joint referral, j~ did not support recommendation.
ommitte cronym(s)

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature:

Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerks Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO


