STAND. COM. REP. NO.% -26

Honolulu, Hawaii

FEB 18 » 2026

RE: H.B. No. 1979
H.D. 2

Honorable Nadine K. Nakamura
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty-Third State Legislature
Regular Sessicon of 2026

State of Hawaii

Madame :

Your Committee on Housing, to which was referred H.B. No.
1979, H.D. 1, entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW,"
begs leave to report as follows:
The purpose of this measure is to:

(1) Shorten the period by which certain judicial proceedings
involving envirornmental assessments and environmental
impact statements on actions that propose the use of
land for, or construction of, affordable housing or
clean energy projects must be initiated; and

(2)y Specify that appeals from environmental courts that
involve actions that propose the use of land for, or
construction of, affordable housing or clean energy
projects meet one of the grounds for transfer to the
Supreme Court and prohibits any court from awarding
attorneys' fees in these judicial proceedings.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Kaua‘l Island Utility Cooperative; Avalon Development
Company LLC; and one individual. Your Committee received
testimony in opposition to this measure from The Outdoor Circle;

. 350Hawaii.org; Na Wai Ho‘ola Nui La‘au Lapa‘au Foundation & Truth
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for the People; and one individual. Your Committee received
comments on this measure from the Office of Planning and
Sustainable Development; Hawaii Community Development Authority;
and Earth Justice.

Your Committee finds that delays and uncertainty in judicial
challenges to environmental determinations create barriers for
affordable housing and clean energy projects, which already face
tight financing timelines and high development risks. Your
Committee further finds that protracted litigation windows can
stall or derail projects even after environmental review is
completed, increasing costs and limiting the State's ability to
meet housing and renewable energy goals. This measure promotes
fairness, certainty, and the ability to deliver housing and clean
energy projects that serve the public interest.

Your Committee has amended this measure by:
(1) Inserting a preamble;

(2) Clarifying the definition of "affordable housing
project" to includes a housing project with ancillary
on-site mixed uses and any necessary on- or off-site
infrastructure; and

(3) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for the
purposes of clarity, consistency, and style.

Your Committee notes the concern that prohibiting the award
of attorneys' fees may be unnecessarily punitive and that
prohibiting such awards will not effectively dissuade challenges
but may unduly penalize those who have legitimate and successful
claims.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Housing that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of H.B. No.
1979, H.D. 1, as amended herein, and recommends that it be
referred to your Committee on Judiciary & Hawaiian Affairs in the
form attached hereto as H.B. No. 1979, H.D. 2.
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Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Housing,

29(

LUKE A. EVSLIN, Chair




State of Hawaii
House of Representatives

The Thirty-third Legislature j/ Sce, S5B0-16

Record of Votes of the Committee on Housing

Bill/Resolution No.: Committeeﬁ(eferral: Date:
HB(979 HOI 2P, WS, A 2)12 |2

O The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the meas%e.

The recommendation is to: [J Pass, unamended (as is) J Pass, with amendments (HD) O Hold
O Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

HSG Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused
/

1. EVSLIN, Luke A. (C)
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TOTAL(®9) o 2 0 0

The recommendation is: d Adopted O Not Adopted

If joint referral, did not support recommendation.
committee acronym(s)

/A
Vice Chair's or designee's signature: d.yzlm ' l‘ I l(?\l \

Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Cler\lz's Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO




