
STAND. COM. REP. NO. -26

Honolulu, Hawaii
2026

FEB 18
RE: H.B. No. 1950

H.D. 1

Honorable Nadine K. Nakamura
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty-Third State Legislature
Regular Session of 2026
State of Hawaii

Madame:

Your Committees on Tourism and Economic Development &
Technology, to which was referred H.B. No. 1950 entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO THE TRANSIENT ACCOMMODATIONS
TAX,”

beg leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to establish the State-Led
Marketing and Branding Special Fund and require a portion of all
transient accommodations tax revenues that would otherwise be
deposited into the general fund to be deposited into the special
fund, to be used for state-led marketing, branding, and tourism
management.

Your Committees received testimony in support of this measure
from the Department of Business, Economic Development, and
Tourism; Kohala Coast Resort Association; and Naniloa Hotel ‘Ohana.
Your Committees received comments on this measure from the Hawaii
Tourism Authority and Tax Foundation of Hawaii.

Your Committees find that the State’s economy remains
dependent on a healthy and vibrant visitor industry and that in
2025 the visitor industry supported approximately two hundred
twenty thousand jobs directly and indirectly. Your Committees
further find that state-led marketing will enable the State to
curate its visitor profile to attract visitors who respect the
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State’s culture and environment and contribute more per capita to
local businesses. This measure is intended to strengthen the
State’s economic well-being by establishing structure and reliable
funding that will enable the State to maintain its global
competitiveness in tourism and support responsible destination
marketing that aligns with sustainable tourism principles.

Your Committees have amended this measure by:

(1) Deleting language prohibiting the appropriation of
monies from the State-Led Marketing and Branding Special
Fund in any fiscal year unless the Legislature has
approved a comprehensive marketing, branding, and
tourism management plan for that fiscal year;

(2) Changing the amount of the transient accommodations tax
to be allocated to the State-Led Marketing and Branding
Special Fund to an unspecified percentage;

(3) Changing the effective date to July 1, 3000, to
encourage further discussion; and

(4) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for the
purposes of clarity, consistency, and style.

As affirmed by the records of votes of the members of your
Committees on Tourism and Economic Development & Technology that
are attached to this report, your Committees are in accord with
the intent and purpose of H.B. No. 1950, as amended herein, and
recommend that it pass Second Reading in the form attached hereto
as H.B. No. 1950, H.D. 1, and be referred to your Committee on
Finance.
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Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committees on Tourism and
Economic Development &
Technology,

~&A,Ohai~ K. T , Ch~1~
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State of Hawaii
House of Representatives

The Thirty-third Legislature 14’ Stub ‘4o’J—Z~
Record of Votes of the Committee on Tourism

BilllResolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:

HOt~° ~i~J
0 The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: 0 Pass, unamended (as is) Pass, with amendments (HD) C Hold
C Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

TOU Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. TAM, Adrian K. (C)

2. TEMPLO, Shirley Ann (VC)

3. HOLT, Daniel

4. HUSSEY, Ikaika
~__

5. ILAGAN, Greggor

6. YAMASHITA, Kyle T. )(
~

7. GEDEON, Joe )c;.

TOTAL (7)__-

The recommendation is: Adopted C Not Adopted

If joint referral, did not support recommendation.
corn tee acronym(s)

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature: /1 ~ /
Distribution: Original (White) — Committee ~~ow) — Chief Clerk’s Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO
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