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Honolulu, Hawaii
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Honorabkle Ronald D. Kouchi
President of the Senate
Thirty-Third State Legislature
Regular Session of 2026

State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committees on Economic Development and Tourism and
Water, Land, Culture and the Arts, to which was referred H.B.
No. 1863, H.D. 1, entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO AN HONORARY AMBASSADOR TO
CANADA, "

beg leave to report as follows:
The purpose and intent of this measure is to:

(1) Establish an Honorary Ambassador to Canada position
within the Business Development and Support Division of
the Department of Business, Economic Development, and
Tourism; and

(2) Appropriate funds.

Your Committees received testimony in support of this measure
from the Department of Business, Economic Development, and
Tourism.

Your Committees find that while national-level tensions have
complicated United States-Canada relations, the State has always
maintained its own distinct cultural identity and strong
relationship with Canada. As one of the State's most important
partners, a top visitor market, key source of investment, and
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collaborator in areas such as renewable energy, ocean science, and
Indigenous cultural exchange, maintaining a stable point of
contact for Canadian businesses, universities, and communities who
value the State's unique voice will expand opportunities for local
companies despite federal uncertainty. This measure will support
the State in maintaining goodwill, economic stability, and
cultural partnership with one of its closest international
neighbors in a cost-effective manner.

Your Committees have amended this measure by:

(1) 1Inserting an effective date of July 1, 3050, to
encourage further discussion; and

(2) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for the
purposes of clarity and consistency.

As affirmed by the records of votes of the members of your
Committees on Economic Development and Tourism and Water, Land,
Culture and the Arts that are attached to this report, your
Committees are in accord with the intent and purpose of H.B.
No. 1863, H.D. 1, as amended herein, and recommend that it pass
Second Reading in the form attached hereto as H.B. No. 1863,
H.D. 1, S.D. 1, and be referred to your Committee on Ways and
Means.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committees on Economic
Development and Tourism and
Water, Land, Culture and the
Arts,

C O Dielsths

CHRIS LEE, Chair LYNN%ECOITE, Chair
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The Senate
Thirty-Third Legislature
State of Hawai‘i

Record of Votes
Committee on Economic Development and Tourism

EDT
Bill / Resolution No.:* Committee Referral: Date:
WG \96H Rp\ ERT/WLAWAM 02/2%)20

l:] The Committee is reconsidering its previous decision on this measure.

If so, then the previous decision was to:

Z

The Recommendation is:

[ ] Pass, unamended []455, with amendments [ | Hold [ | Recommit

2312 2311 2310 2313
Members Aye o | Aye (WR) Nay Excused

DECOITE, Lynn (C) v/
WAKAI, Glenn (VC) V4 /
FUKUNAGA, Carol v /
KIM, Donna Mercado VvV //
FEVELLA, Kurt v

TOTAL P 5 @{

N

Recommendation:
Adopted [ ] Nét Adopted

Chair’s or Designee’s Signature:%

Distribution: Original K LY:kw J Pink
File with Committee Report omphitte Drafting Agency

*Only one meé&@{er Record of Votes

Revised: 01/02/26



The Senate
Thirty-Third Legislature
State of Hawai‘i

Record of Votes
Committee on Water, Land, Culture and the Arts
WLA

Bill / Resolution No.:* Committee Referral: Date:

KR 1262 By [EVT/NLA, WAM | 3. 23-2226

[ ] The Committee is reconsidering its previous decision on this measure.

If so, then the previous decision was to:

The Recommendation is:
D Pass, unamended @/Pass, with amendments D Hold |:| Recommit

2312 2311 2310 2313
Members Aye Aye (WR) Nay Excused
LEE, Chris (C) v,
INOUYE, Lorraine R. (VC) v,
CHANG, Stanley /
LAMOSAO, Rachele v
DECORTE, Samantha A\

TOTAL / 5 2‘
Recommendation:
Adopted D Not Adopted

Chair’s or Designee’s Signaturge:

4

WML’/
Distribution: Original 7 Yelow Pink
File with Committee Report GCommittee Drafting Agency

*Only one measure per Record of Votes

Revised

1 01/21/26



