
STAND. COM. REP. NO.~~ç~26

Honolulu, Hawaii

MAR06 , 2026

RE: H.B. No. 1736
H.D. 2

Honorable Nadine K. Nakamura
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty—Third State Legislature
Regular Session of 2026
State of Hawaii

Madame:

Your Committee on Finance, to which was referred H.B. No.
1736, H.D. 2, entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO ANIMAL CONTROL,”

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to:

(1) Establish the Spay and Neuter Special Fund to reduce pet
overpopulation, including the free—roaming cat
population, and authorize an income tax designation to
provide revenues for the Special Fund;

(2) Require cats over the age of five months to be
surgically sterilized, unless covered by an intact cat
declaration, and condition the importation of intact
cats on state and county declaration requirements, with
certain exceptions; and

(3) Appropriate funds into and out of the Spay and Neuter
Special Fund to reduce pet overpopulation.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Department of Land and Natural Resources; Hawaiian Humane
Society; Big Island Invasive Species Committee; Animal Legal
Defense Fund; Bird and Bee Hawaii Animal Sanctuary; American Bird
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Conservancy; The Wildlife Society Hawai’i Chapter; Friends of Kauai
Wildlife Refuge; Hawai’i Audubon Society; Hawaii Reef and Ocean
Coalition; Animal Interfaith Alliance in Britain; Kauai Albatross
Network; Hanalei Watershed Hui; Maui Humane Society; Friends of
Kaua’i Wildlife Refuges; and numerous individuals. Your Committee
received testimony in opposition to this measure from the Cat
Fanciers of Hawaii Cat Club; Animal Rights Hawaii; Cat Fanciers
Association; Pacific Pet Alliance; Kauai Community Cat Project;
Hawaii SPCA; Cat Friends; Kohala Animal Relocation and Education
Service; Jungle Cat Ladies Sanctuary Volcano, HI; Kaiju Kitties
Cattery; and numerous individuals. Your Committee received
comments on this measure from the Department of Taxation;
Department of Budget and Finance; Humane World for Animals; and
four individuals.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Finance that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of H.B. No.
1736, H.D. 2, and recommends that it pass Third Reading.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Finance,

CHRIS TODD, Chair
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State of Hawaii

House of Representatives )‘i SC R9 3~.26
The Thirty-third Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Finance

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date: (

~7r7~, ~IJ 3 ~ i t-ç~
0 The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: 7Ø’’~Pass, unamended (as is) 0 Pass, with amendments (HD) 0 Hold

0 Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

FIN Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

i.~r~3fJD,Chri~s(c)~L .ø’

2. TAKENOUCHI, Jenna (VC)

3. ~H~ETSFIELD, Daisy

4. HUSSEY, Ikaika

5. KEOHOKAPI~LEE LOY, Sue L.

6. KITAGAWA, Lisa

7:KUSCH;Màtthias

8. LEE, Mike

9. if AKE,~yst~K.

10. MORIKAWA, Dee

11.1~RRUSO,Añ1yA.~

12. TEMPLO, Shirley Ann

13. YAMASHITA, Kyle T.,

14. ALCOS III, David

15. GEDEON, Joe

16. REYES ODA, Julie /

TOTAL (16)

The recommendation is: ~ed C adopted

If joint referral, •d not support recommendation
committee a m(s)

~licate(YSesOfficeDuplicate(Pi~s~~

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature:

Distribution: Original (White) — Com




