STAND. COM. REP. NO.%& -26

Honolulu, Hawaii

, 2026
FEB 17
RE: H.B. No. 1725
H.D. 1

Honorable Nadine K. Nakamura
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty-Third State Legislature
Regular Session of 2026

State of Hawaii

Madame :

Your Committees on Housing and Water & Land, to which was
referred H.B. No. 1725 entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO BUILDING CODES,"
beg leave to report as follows:
The purpose of this measure is to:

(1) Fix the applicable building codes, standards, and county
amendments for the life of a building permit, subject to
certain exceptions and rules;

(2) Specify the applicability of the International
Residential Code;

(3) Authorize a county to adopt amendments to the Hawaii
State Building Code, under certain conditions, and
repeal the counties' existing authority to amend or
adopt the building code without council approval;

(4) Beginning on the effective date of the next statewide
applicable codes as the Hawaii State Building Code,
change the adoption of the Hawaii State Building Code
from a two-year cycle to a six-year cycle; and
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(5) Appropriate funds for the State Building Code Council
for staffing and consultant services.

Your Committees received testimony in support of this measure
from one member of the Kaua‘i County Council; Holomua
Collaborative; Top Priority, Inc.; Pacific Home and Appliance
Distribution; American Institute of Architects, Hawai‘i State
Council; D.R. Horton Hawaii; Hawai‘i YIMBY; National Association of
Home Builders; Building Industry Association of Hawaii; NAIOP
Hawaii; Pacific Resource Partnership; Grassroot Institute of
Hawaii; Housing Hawai‘i's Future; Stanford Carr Development, LLC;
Gentry Homes, LTD; Title Guaranty of Hawai‘i; Mana Up; Chamber of
Commerce Hawaii; Complete Construction Services Corp.; and two
individuals. Your Committees received testimony in opposition to
this measure from the Interrational Code Council; ASHRAE; and
National Electrical Manufacturers Association.

Your Committees find that frequent changes to building codes
during construction create costly redesigns, rework, and delays,
particularly when counties allow early-start work before a final
permit is issued. Your Committees further find that fragmented
local amendments, short statewide adoption cycles, and the
application of commercial-scale code requirements to small
residential buildings increase housing costs and limit the ability
of families to build or legalize homes safely. This measure
ensures predictability, reduces unnecessary re-work, and supports
more efficient housing delivery across the State.

Your Committees have amended this measure by:

(1) Clarifying that the applicable building code remains in
effect for the term of a project only when a county
issues an authorization to proceed with construction;

{2} Changing the effective date to July 1, 3000, to
encourage further discussion; and

(3) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for the
purposes of clarity, consistency, and style.

As affirmed by the reccrds of votes of the members of your
Committees on Housing and Water & Land that are attached to this
report, your Committees are in accord with the intent and purpose
of H.B. No. 1725, as amendec herein, and recommend that it pass

2026-1159 HB1725 HD1 HSCR HMSO

L T




STAND. COM. REP. NO.}aa -26

Page 3

Second Reading in the form attached hereto as H.B. No. 1725, H.D.
1, and be referred to your Committee on Finance.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committees on Housing and Water

& Land,
}\/(ahﬂL%=<1;l:1lj::.
MARK J. HASNEM, Chair LUKE A. EVSLIN, Chair
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State of Hawaii
House of Representatives

The Thirty-third Legislature m 3_5 : - 2‘

Record of Votes of the Committee on Housing

Bill/Resolution No.: Committej Referral: F] U Date:

HBI725 Hsb /AL,

O The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the meas;re.

224

The recommendation is to: [J Pass, unamended (as is) M' Pass, with amendments (HD) O Hold
O  Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

HSG Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused
/

1.

2 MIVAKETyonK.VO) | | | | |
4 GRANDINETTL TinaNakada | | | | |
S KMADwwsk |/ | |
6 KIMAGAWALsa | v | | | |
7 LACHICATAsh | v | | |
8 MURAOKA ChristopherL. |/ [ | |

9. PIERICK, Elijah

EVSLIN, Luke A. (C)

TOTAL(®) 4 \ O O

The recommendation is: d Adopted O Not Adopted

If joint referral, did not support recommendation.
c%lmittee acronym(s)

Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerk's Office Duplicate (Pink) - HMSO

Vice Chair's or designee's signature:
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O The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: [J Pass, unamended (as is) m/ Pass, with amendments (HD) O Hold
O  Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

WAL Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. HASHEM, Mark J. (C) v

2 MORIKAWA.DeevO) | v | | | |
3. BELATTLDeladu | ., | | |
4 ICHIYAMALinda | | | |
5_IWAMOTO,KimCo0 | | /| |

9. SOUZA, Kanani

TOTAL () | ) L j=4 |

The recommendation is: d Adopted O Not Adopted

If joint referral, did not support recommendation.
committee acronym(s)

Vice Chair's or designee's signature: M

Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerk's Office Duplicate (Pink) - HMSO




