
STAND. CON. REP. NO. (~4~_26

Honolulu, Hawaii

FEB20 , 2026

RE: H.B. No. 1714
H.D. 1

Honorable Nadine K. Nakamura
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty-Third State Legislature
Regular Session of 2026
State of Hawaii

Madame:

Your Committee on Labor, to which was referred H.B. No. 1714,
H.D. 1, entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO HOUSING,!?

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to:

(1) Provide the Hawaii Housing Finance and Development
Corporation with autonomy in personnel matters;

(2) Rename the Executive Assistant position as Deputy
Executive Director;

(3) Increase the salary cap for its Executive Director and
Deputy Executive Director; and

(4) Prohibit employment contracts exceeding two years unless
approved by the Legislature for the Hawaii Housing
Finance and Development Corporation and Hawaii Public
Housing Authority.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Hawaii Housing Finance and Development Corporation Board
of Directors. Your Committee received comments on this measure

2026—1697 HB1714 HD1 HSCR HMSO



STAND. COM. REP. NO. -26
Page 2

from the Department of the Attorney General and Hawaii Public
Housing Authority

Your Committee finds that State’s ability to expand and
maintain affordable housing depends heavily on recruiting and
retaining highly qualified leadership within the Hawaii Housing
Finance and Development Corporation and the Hawaii Public Housing
Authority, yet existing statutory salary caps limit the State’s
competitiveness when compared to private-sector compensation.
These constraints place an added burden on existing staff,
contribute to vacancy and turnover challenges, and undermine the
stability needed to support workers, residents, and communities
that rely on affordable housing programs. This measure will
strengthen the workforce capacity of these agencies and ensure
both agencies can more effectively carry out their missions to
expand access to safe, stable, and affordable homes.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Labor that is attached to this report, your Committee
is in accord with the intent and purpose of H.B. No. 1714, H.D. 1,
and recommends that it be referred to your Committee on Finance.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Labor,

~D.SAA,~hair
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State of Hawaii
House of Representatives

The Thirty-third Legislature icc,-. (,L~c~’2.~
Record of Votes of the Committee on Labor

Committee Referral: Date:

I4SL* ,LAB,FIN
C The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: Pass, unamended (as is) C Pass, with amendments (HD) C Hold
C Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

LAB Members Ayes

1. SAYAMA, Jackson D. (C)

2. LEE, Mike (VC)

3. GARRETT, Andrew Takuya

4. KAPELA, Jeanne

5. KONG, Sam Satoru

6. REYES ODA, Julie

TOTAL (6)

The recommendation is: Adopted
If joint referral, did not support recommendation.

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature:

committee acronym(s)

Bill/Resolution No.:

KB r7Iq 1401.

Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

C Not Adopted

Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerk’s Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO


