STAND. COM. REP. NO. "05—26

Honolulu, Hawaii

, 2026
MAR 0 6
RE:  H.B. No. 1603
H.D. 1

Honorable Nadine K. Nakamura
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty-Third State Legislature
Regular Session of 2026

State of Hawaiil

Madame:

Your Committee on Judiciary & Hawaiian Affairs, to which was
referred H.B. No. 1603, H.D. 1, entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO AGRICULTURAL PARK LEASES,"
begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to repeal the requirement for
land covered by an agricultural park lease with a remaining term
of fifteen years or less to be located in a county having a
population of less than five hundred thousand in order for the
Department of Agriculture and Biosecurity to extend the lease.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from Agriculture Stewardship Hawai‘i; Hawai‘i Farm Bureau; Hilo
County Farm Bureau; Hawaii Cattlemen's Council, Inc.; East O‘ahu
County Farm Bureau; Maul County Farm Bureau; Ahiki Acres, LLC;
Hawaii Floriculture and Nursery Association; Waimanalo
Agricultural Association; and three individuals. Your Committee
received comments on this measure from the Department of
Agriculture and Biosecurity.

Your Committee finds that long-term lease stability is
essential to the viability of agricultural park operations and to
supporting sustained agricultural production. Repealing the
county population requirement promotes uniform application of
lease term eligibility statewide, while preserving the Department
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of Agriculture and Biosecurity's discretion to manage agricultural
park leases.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Judiciary & Hawaiian Affairs that is attached to this
report, your Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of
H.B. No. 1603, H.D. 1, and recommends that it pass Third Reading.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Judiciary &
Hawaiian Affairs,

S ernae

DAVID A. TARNAS, Chair
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State of Hawaii

House of Representatives H $°R ‘ ‘ o 5 - Z

The Thirty-third Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Judiciary & Hawaiian Affairs

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:

HB (203 HDY AGR. WAL (HA 3[c[202.C

O The committee is reconsidering y previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: g Pass, unamended (as is) O Pass, with amendments (HD) O Hold
Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

JHA Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused
/
1. TARNAS, David A. (C) \/

7. SAYAMA, Jackson D. T ——————
8. TAKAYAMA, Gregg -———

9. _GARCIA, Diamond -.———

10 SHIMIZU, GarnerM

aN
TOTAL (10 1 V ) 2
Q. _
The recommendation is: K Adopted O Not Adopted
If joint referral, did not support recommendation.

committee acronym(s)

o
Vice Chair's or designee's signature:

Distribution: Original (White) — Commlttee/ / Duplicate (Yellow) %lef Clerk's Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO
|



