STAND. COM. REP. No.ag -26

Honolulu, Hawaii

FEB 1 8
RE: H.B. No. 1576
H.D. 1

, 2026

Honorable Nadine K. Nakamura
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty-Third State Legislature
Regular Session of 2026

State of Hawaii

Madame:

Your Committee on Economic Development & Technology, to which
was referred H.B. No. 1576 entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO FILMING,"
begs leave to report as follows:
The purpose of this measure is to:

(1) Require the Department of Business, Economic
Development, and Tourism (Department) to provide public
notice of certain information whenever a production
obtains a permit or enters into a memorandum of
agreement or understanding with the Department to film a
visually recorded production at certain state-
administered locations;

(2) Require the Department to provide public notice of
certain information whenever a production registers for
pre-qualification or is determined to qualify for the
Motion Picture, Digital Media, and Film Production
Income Tax Credit and simultaneously post notice on a
publicly accessible part of its website; and

(3) Allow individuals to sign up to receive notice by
electronic mail or postal mail.
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Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Hawai‘l Film Alliance; Island Film Group; IATSE 665;
CARES; and nine individuals. Your Committee received comments on
this measure from the Department of Business, Economic
Development, and Tourism.

Your Committee finds that timely and accessible information
regarding filming activity and tax credit participation promotes
transparency, supports community awareness, and improves
communication between productions and the public. Your Committee
further finds that the Hawaii Film Studio is an Iimportant asset
for local productions seeking space for shooting, soundstages, and
related activities; however, the Studio is currently subjected to
unnecessary administrative burdens, including a requirement that
the Studio receive approval of new tenants from the Board of Land
and Natural Resources. This measure seeks to promote transparency
and reduce administrative burdens in the film industry by
requiring public notice and disclosure for certain film and
production activity. Your Committee finds that providing an
exemption for dispositions of lands set aside for filming and film
studio operation from prior approval of the Board of Land and
Natural Resources will further streamline processes in the film,
media, and other creative industries.

Accordingly, your Committee has amended this measure by:

(1) Removing the requirement that the Department of
Business, Economic Development, and Tourism provide
public notice once per year per production;

(2) 1Inserting a provision exempting dispositions of lands
set aside for filming and film studio operation from
prior approval of the Board of Land and Natural
Resources;

(3) Changing the effective date to July 1, 3000, to
encourage further discussion; and

(4y Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for clarity,
consistency, and style.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Economic Development & Technology that is attached to
this report, your Committee is in accord with the intent and
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purpose of H.B. No. 1576, as amended herein, and recommends that
it pass Second Reading in the form attached hereto as H.B. No.
1576, H.D. 1, and be referred to your Committee on Finance.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Economic
Development & Technology,

GGOR ILAGZN, Chair
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State of Hawaii

House of Representatives m q«zs—’zc

The Thirty-third Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Economic Development & Technology

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:
Mg \59¢ TRy > /¢ [>¢
v [
O The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

V4

The recommendation is to: [J Pass, unamended (as is) mss, with amendments (HD) O Hold
O Pass short form bill with HD to recommiit for future public hearing (recommit)

ECD Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. ILAGAN Greggor (C) F

2. HUSSEY, Ikaika (VC) ____
3. HOLT, Danicl ___—

6. YAMASHITA, Kyle T. ____

7. GEDEON, Joe

TOTAL (7) / "") - — —

The recommendation is: D/Adopted O Not Adopted
If joint referral, did not support recommendation.
committee acronym(s)

Vice Chair's or designee's signature:

Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Dypfichte (Yellow) — Chief Clerk's Office Duplicate (Pink) - HMSO
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