STAND. COM. REP. NO.M -26

Honolulu, Hawaii

FEB 09+ 20%6
RE: H.B. No. 1565
H.D. 1

Honorable Nadine K. Nakamura
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty-Third State Legislature
Regular Session of 2026

State of Hawaii

Macdame:

Your Committee on Human Services & Homelessness, to which was
referred H.B. No. 1565 entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO CHILD WELFARE SERVICES,"
begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to establish and appropriate
funds for a working group within the Judiciary to improve family
court processes, including access to legal representation for
youth in the child welfare system.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
frecm the Judiciary; Office of Wellness and Resilience; HI
H.C.P.E.S. Initiative, Epic ‘Ohana; Hawaii Children's Action
Network Speaks!; National Center for Youth Law; Hawaii Youth
Services Network; National Association of Counsel for Children;
Hale Kipa; and numerous individuals. Your Committee received
comrments on this measure from the Department of the Attorney
General.

Your Committee finds that the existing family court process
has left many youth believing that they were not well-informed
regarding decisions being made on their behalf and lacked input
into those decisions. Your Committee believes that this measure
takes an important step toward improving family court processes in
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the State and addresses the need to provide better guidance to
Hawaii's youth when they face life-altering decisions.

Your Committee has amended this measure by:

(1) Amending the composition of the working group, including
removing the guardian ad litem and Malama ‘Ohana Working
Group representatives and allowing individuals, rather
than experts, with lived expertise to serve;

(2) Allowing the co-chairs of the working group to invite
other appropriate persons to serve as members of the
working group;

(3) Changing its effective date to July 1, 3000, to
encourage further discussion; and

(4) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for the
purposes of clarity, consistency, and style.

Your Committee respectfully requests your Committee on
Finance, should it deliberate on this measure, to consider an
~ appropriation amount of $50,000. Your Committee also requests
that, as this measure moves through the legislative process, an
effective date of upon approval be considered for the working

grcup.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Cormittee on Human Services & Homelessness that is attached to
this report, your Committee is in accord with the intent and
purpose of H.B. No. 1565, as amended herein, and recommends that
it pass Second Reading in the form attached hereto as H.B. No.
15¢5, H.D. 1, and be referred to your Committee on Judiciary &
Hawaiian Affairs.
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Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Human Services &
Homelessness,

A N

LISA MARTEN, Chair
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State of Hawaii
House of Representatives

The Thirty-third Legislature us&’L 6”, 2L

Record of Votes of the Committee on Human Services & Homelessness

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:

Hb\5LG WSk JHA FIN 2/3 /20

O The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: [J Pass, unamended (as is) i Pass, with amendments (HD) O Hold
O  Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

HSH Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. MARTEN, Lisa (C) e
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8 AT EoMIG DRl TS L e i S Sl s e e e

9. GARCIA, Diamond

TOTAL (9) 4

The recommendation is: i\ Adopted O Not Adopted
If joint referral, did not support recommendation.
committee acronym(s)

Vice Chair's or designee's signature: %%

Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerk's Office Duplicate (Pink) - HMSO




