STAND. COM. REP. NO. (041 -26

Honolulu, Hawaizl

FEB 20 , 2026
RE: H.B. No. 1541 -
H.D. 2

Honorable Nadine K. Nakamura
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty-Third State Legislature
Regular Session of 2026

State of Hawaii

Madame:

Your Committee on Labor, to which was referred H.B. No. 1541,
H.D. 1, entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH,"
begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to exempt certain positions in
the Developmental Disabilities Division of the Department of
Health and Hawaii State Hospital from civil service.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Department of Health. Your Committee received testimony
in opposition to this measure from the Hawaiil Government Employees
Association, AFSCME Local 152, AFL-CIO.

Your Committee finds that the Department of Health continues
to experience workforce shortages in highly specialized roles that
support mental health services, developmental disability programs,
and operations at the Hawaii State Hospital. These vacancies
place added strain on existing staff, disrupt patient care, and
slow the State's ability to meet federal requirements, court-
ordered mandates, and increasing clinical and operational demands.
This measure provides the Department of Health and the Hawaii
State Hospital with greater flexibility to recruit qualified
professionals more efficiently and enhance the delivery of
essential health and safety services.
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Your Committee has amended this measure by making technical,
nonsubstantive amendments for clarity, consistency, and style.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Labor that is attached to this report, your Committee
is in accord with the intent and purpose of H.B. No. 1541, H.D. 1,
as amended herein, and recommends that it be referred to your
Committee on Finance in the form attached hereto as H.B. No. 1541,
H.D. 2.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Labor,

JyKSON D. sm%, Chair
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State of Hawaii

House of Representatives I,K g 1&
The Thirty-third Legislature ('p- ,1 Lb
Record of Votes of the Committee on Labor
/
Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date: r/7 / Z é
HB |5U | HDL HLT, L AR, EIN L

O The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: [J Pass, unamended (as is) KPass, with amendments (HD) O Hold
O  Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

LAB Members " Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused
Vi

1. SAYAMA, Jackson D. (C)

RS o S i A i R |

6. REYES ODA, Julie /
TOTAL (6) = (
The recommendation is: Adopted O Not Adopted
If jGint referral, did not support recommendation.

committee acronym(s)

Vice Chair's or designee's signature: %—7 J
P

Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerk's Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO




