STAND. COM. REP. NO.S' -26

Honolulu, Hawaii

, 2026
FEB 0 6

RE: H.B. No. 1541
H.D. 1

Honorable Nadine K. Nakamura
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty-Third State Legislature
Regular Session of 2026

State of Hawaii

Madame:

Your Committee on Health, to which was referred H.B. No. 1541
entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH,"
begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to exempt certain positions in
the Developmental Disabilities Division of the Department of
Health and Hawaii State Hospital from civil service.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Hawaii State Hospital. Your Committee received testimony
in opposition to this measure from the Hawaii Government Employees
Association, AFSCME Local 152, AFL-CIO.

Your Committee finds that the Hawaii State Hospital and
Developmental Disabilities Division of the Department of Health
serve some of the State's most vulnerable populations. Your
Committee further finds that certain unfilled positions within the
Hawaii State Hospital and Developmental Disabilities Division do
not fit into existing civil service classes because their duties
and responsibilities are highly specialized and often require
advanced professional knowledge, unique skill sets, and
flexibility beyond the scope of standardized classifications. The
exemption provided by this measure will allow the Department of
Health and Hawaii State Hospital to fill critical leadership and
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operational roles and allow the State to strengthen the
Department's ability to implement federal initiatives, enhance
security and risk management in high-risk clinical settings, and
improve outcomes for Hawaii residents with intellectual and
developmental disabilities.

Your Committee has amended this measure by changing the
effective date to July 1, 3000, to encourage further discussion.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Health that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of H.B. No.
1541, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass Second
Reading in the form attached hereto as H.B. No. 1541, H.D. 1, and
be referred to your Committee on Labor.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Health,

GREGS TRKQYAMA, Chair
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State of Hawaii
House of Representatives

The Thirty-third Legislature kﬂs% 6 / - 26

Record of Votes of the Committee on Health

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: —-Datesr \
Ue154] T, LAR FI *‘é@&&cﬁ&c

O The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: [J] Pass, unamended (as is) X Pass, with amendments (HD) 0O Hold
O  Pass short form bill with to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

HLT Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

- ELD’ Dais o - ) . . |

6. OS,Ikaika ... v

1. TAKAYAMA, Gregg (C)

9. GARCIA, Diamond

\
TOTAL (9) E’z .L_\v

The recommendation is: % Adopted [J Not Adopted

If joint referral, did no%ndation.
X camrmttem.cronym(s)

Vice Chair's or designee's signature:
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Distribution: Original (White) - Committee= Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerk's Offic@> Duplicate (Pink) - HMSO




