STAND. COM. REP. NO. WOQ -26

Honolulu, Hawaii

FEB 17 , 2026

RE: H.B. No. 1537
H.D. 1

Honorable Nadine K. Nakamura
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty-Third State Legislature
Regular Session of 2026

State of Hawaii

Madame:

Your Committees on Health and Human Services & Homelessness,
to which was referred H.B. No. 1537 entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO MENTAL HEALTH,"
beg leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to appropriate funds for the
Department of Health to contract with community-based
organizations to provide preventive and early intervention mental
health services to adolescents within the community.

Your Committees received testimony in support of this measure
from the Department of Health; Office of the Public Defender;
Hawai‘i State Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Queer Plus
Commission; Hawaii Substance Abuse Coalition; Hina Mauka; Catholic
Charities Hawai‘i; Hawai‘i Health & Harm Reduction Center; and
three individuals.

Your Committees find that mental health needs among Hawaii's
adolescents are on the rise, with many facing a combination of
mental health challenges, substance use disorders, and the effects
of traumatic events like the COVID-19 pandemic, the 2023 Maui
wildfires, and rising family instability resulting from housing
insecurity and loss of essential social services. Your Committees
further find that community-based organizations play an important
role in providing preventive and early intervention mental health
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services for adolescents that help them develop healthy coping
skills and behaviors and address emerging mental health concerns.
Your Committees believe that developing a strong framework for
mental health services that is similar to the one developed to
treat and prevent youth substance abuse will enable the State to
equip Hawaii's youth with the tools they need to take care of
their mental health and well-being.

Your Committees have amended this measure by:

(1) Requiring the Department of Health to submit a report to
the Legislature prior to the Regular Session of 2028,
rather than the Regular Session of 2027;

(2) Changing the appropriation to an unspecified amount; and

(3) Changing the effective date to July 1, 3000, to
encourage further discussion.

Your Committees respectfully request your Committee on
Finance, should it deliberate on this measure, to consider an
appropriation amount of $3,000,000.

As affirmed by the records of votes of the members of your
Committees on Health and Human Services & Homelessness that are
attached to this report, your Committees are in accord with the
intent and purpose of H.B. No. 1537, as amended herein, and
recommend that it pass Second Reading in the form attached hereto
as H.B. No. 1537, H.D. 1, and be referred to your Committee on
Finance.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committees on Health and Human
Services & Homelessness,

Lo K 0, Gr

LISA MARTEN, Chair GREJG) PACAYAMA, Chair
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State of Hawaii

House of Representatives H sc k 306 ‘26

The Thirty-third Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Health

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: (Da_tﬁ__,
1o 15377 HLT/HoH, F I N2 Lo Dex

O The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: [J Pass, unamended (as is) K Pass, with amendments (HD) O Hold
O  Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

HLT Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. TAKAYAMA Gregg ©)

3. AMATO, Terex -'-_—_
4. HARTSFIELD, Daisy m-———

-____

T ——
8._ALCOS I, David “___

9 GARCIA Dlamond

TOTAL (9) &

A )
The recommendation is: \g Adopted O Not Adopted
f joint referral, fd ng ecommendation.

e [

Vice Chair's or designee's signature: M&

Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerk's Ofﬁw/ Duplicate (Pink) - HMSO




State of Hawaii 3 -
House of Representatives “sol % Z b
The Thirty-third Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Human Services & Homelessness

Bill/Resolution No.: Com‘lilit e Referral: Date:
HB19 BT HUT/ HoM) Fim 2/0 [reve

O The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: [J Pass, unamended (as is) Pass, with amendments (HD) 0 Hold
O  Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

HSH Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. MARTEN, Lisa (C)

2. _OLDS, Ikaika (VC) ____

3. AMATO, Teres I R I R
e e | i s R

(6. TAKAYAMA,Gregg AMA, ragg | '-_—_
—_

9 GARCIA Dlamond X
TOTAL (9) & \
The recommendation is: Adopted O Not Adopted
If joint referral, did not support recommendation.
committee acronym(s)
Vice Chair's or designee's signature: %/4_
Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerk's Office Duplicate (Pink) - HMSO




