STAND. COM. REP. NO. ‘OZ -26

Honolulu, Hawaii

, 2026
FEB 09
RE:  H.B. No. 1525
H.D. 1

Honorable Nadine K. Nakamura
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty-Third State Legislature
Regular Session of 2026

State of Hawaiil

Madame :

Your Committee on Judiciary & Hawaiian Affairs, to which was
referred H.B. No. 1525 entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO ELECTIONS,"
begs leave to report as follows:
The purpose of this measure is to appropriate funds to:

(1) The counties for more voter service centers for in-
person voting;

(2) The Office of Elections to print and mail the digital
voter information guide to all registered voters; and

(3) The Office of Elections to support a public outreach and
engagement campaign to encourage greater voter
participation.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Office of Elections; Hawai‘i Alliance for Progressive
Action; Indivisible Hawai‘i; and numerous individuals. Your
Committee received comments on this measure from the County of

Kaua‘l Office of the County Clerk; City and County of Honolulu
Elections Division; and County of Maui Office of the County Clerk.
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Your Committee finds that expanding the availability of in-
person voting through additional voter service centers on election
day will improve voter access and convenience across all counties.
Your Committee further finds that providing all registered voters
with the digital voter information guide and supporting a
coordinated public outreach and engagement campaign will enhance
voter awareness and promote greater participation in the electoral
process.

Your Committee has amended this measure by:

(1) Requiring the public outreach and engagement campaign to
include awareness and training to promote accessible
voting options; and

(2) Changing the effective date to July 1, 3000, to
encourage further discussion.

Your Committee respectfully requests your Committee on
Finance, should it deliberate on this measure, to consider an
appropriation amount of:

(1) $310,000 for the Kauai County Clerk to establish two
more voter service centers;

(2) $2,074,913 for the Office of Elections to print and mail
the digital voter information guide to all registered
voters; and

{3) $178,000 for the Office of Elections to support a public
outreach and engagement campaign to encourage greater
voter participation, including awareness and training to
promote accessible voting options.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Judiciary & Hawaiian Affairs that is attached to this
report, your Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of
H.B. No. 1525, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass
Second Reading in the form attached hereto as H.B. No. 1525, H.D.
1, and be referred to your Committee on Finance.
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Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Judiciary &
Hawaiian Affairs,

B2 Urnas

DAVID A. TARNAS, Chair




State of Hawaii
House of Representatives .%

The Thirty-third Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Judiciary & Hawaiian Affairs

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:
HB 1525 JHA, FIN 2/3]202¢

3 The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: [J Pass, unamended (as is) X Pass, with amendments (HD) O Hold
0  Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

JHA Members A);s

TARNAS, David A. (C) v

2. POEPOE, Mahina (VC) “__—
3. BELATT, Della Au_ “__—

4. COCHRAN, Elle A N N
5. HASHEM, Mark J. ___l_

1.

8. TAKAYAMA, Gregg “-—_
9. GARCIA, Diamond “_—_

10

SHIMIZU Garner M.

TOTAL (10) , 0\ ¥ D \

The recommendation is: X Adopted [0 NotAdopted

If joint referral, did not support recommendation.
committee acronym(s)

Vice Chair's or designee's signatmﬂ% hd /O/'
/ /7

Distribution: Original (White) — (tgw{nittee Dup%ate (Yellow) — Chief Clerk's Office Duplicate (Pink) - HMSO




