STAND. CCM. REP. No.m—26

Honolulu, Hawaii

FEB 20 , 2026

RE: H.B. No. 1515
H.D. 1

Honorable Nadine K. Nakamura
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty-Third State Legislature
Regular Session of 2026

State of Hawaii

Madame:

Your Committee on Labor, to which was referred H.B. No. 1515
entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO WORKERS' COMPENSATION,"
begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to authorize an injured
employee's attending physician to request and refer the employee
for a functional capacity examination without first obtaining
permission from the employer in order to assess the employee's
ability to return to work.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Department of Labor and Industrial Relations; Department
of Human Resources Development; Hawaii Insurers Council;
University of Hawaii Professional Academy; Hawail Medical
Association; American Property Casualty Insurance Association;
Aloha Billing Company; Work Injury Medical Association of Hawaii;
and one individual.

Your Committee finds that delays in approving functional
capacity examinations prolong an injured worker's path to recovery
and impede timely decisions about return-to-work or vocational
rehabilitation. Existing processes often require insurer or
employer approval before scheduling the examination, creating
bottlenecks that contribute to administrative inefficiencies and
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added strain on injured workers. This measure streamlines the
functional capacity examination process and broadens the pool of
qualified providers, enabling quicker assessments and more
efficient return-to-work decisions.

Your Committee has amended this measure by changing the
effective date to July 1, 3000, to encourage further discussion.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Labor that is attached to this report, your Committee
is in accord with the intent and purpose of H.B. No. 1515, as
amended herein, and recommends that it pass Second Reading in the
form attached hereto as H.B. No. 1515, H.D. 1, and be referred to
your Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Labor,

Lg;KSON D. SAY , Chair
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State of Hawaii

The Thirty-third Legislature

Housq of Representgtives \ﬂ é 3 2, 26

Record of Votes of the Committee on Labor

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral:

HB ISI§ LAB, (PC

O The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

= 2/[7]1¢

The recommendationisto: [J Pass, unamended (as is) Pass, with amendments (HD) 0 Hold
O  Pass short form bill with HD to récommit for future public hearing (recommit)

LAB Members

Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays

Excused

SAYAMA, Jackson D. (C)

LEE, Mike (VC)

GARRETT, Andrew Takuya

KAPELA J eanne

6. REYES ODA, Julle

TOTAL (6)

%,

The recommendation is: Adopted

If joint referral,

Q Not Adopted

did not support recommendation.
committee acronym(s)

Vice Chair's or designee's signature: m s
S~

— L —

Distribution: Original (White) — Committee

HMSO

Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerk's Office Duplicate (Pink) —




