
STAND. COM. REP. NO. ~O’7-26

Honolulu, Hawaii

FEB17 , 2026

RE: H.B. No. 1481
H.D. 1

Honorable Nadine K. Nakamura
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty-Third State Legislature
Regular Session of 2026
State of Hawaii

Madame:

Your Committee on Health, to which was referred H.B. No. 1481
entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO HUMAN REMAINS,”

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to require any funeral
establishment, mortuary, cemetery, crematory, or hydrolysis
facility to dispose of the remains of a dead human body no later
than sixty days from the date a burial-transit permit has been
issued or from the date an affidavit for an amendment of the
burial-transit permit has been submitted.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Department of Health; Hawaii Funeral & Cemetery
Association, Inc.; Dodo Mortuary, Inc. & Crematory; Hawaiian
Memorial Life Plan, Ltd; Ballard Mortuary, Inc.; Hosoi Garden
Mortuary; and Oahu Mortuary. Your Committee received comments on
this measure from one individual.

Your Committee finds that all dispositions of deceased human
remains require a permit from the Department of Health prior to
the final disposition of the decedent. Your Committee further
finds that under current requirements, the permit requires the
applicant to include a specific date and location where the burial
or cremation must occur and requires consent and signatures from
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either a designated authorized representative over the disposition
or the majority of the next of kin, which can sometimes require
multiple individual family members’ authorization for the final
disposition. This process can be challenging to complete as there
is often little time for proper planning before permits must be
submitted with a specific date for the final disposition.
Additionally, if there is a change in circumstances, changing the
date on the permit requires an affidavit, while failure to
properly record the actual disposition date results in penalties
and fines. This measure is intended to reduce the burden on
grieving families and the funeral industry by providing for
greater flexibility in scheduling the disposition of deceased
human remains.

Your Committee has amended this measure by:

(1) Authorizing, rather than requiring, the Department of
Health to adopt rules; and

(2) Changing the effective date to July 1, 3000, to
encourage further discussion.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Health that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of H.B. No.
1481, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass Second
Reading in the form attached hereto as H.B. No. 1481, H.D. 1, and
be referred to your Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Health,

GREGG OAKLJ1~JIA, Chair
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State of Hawaii

House of Representatives

The Thirty-third Legislature 145cr&. ~O7 —2~
Record of Votes of the Committee on Health

Bill/Resolution No.: I Committee Referral:

I/e /~ ~/i1, Lp~L,
0 The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: 0 Pass, unamended (as is) Pass, with amendments (HD) 0 Hold
~ 0 Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

HLT Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. TAKAYAMA, Gregg (C)

2. KEOHOKAPU-LEE LOY, Sue L. (VC)

3. AMATO, Terez

4. HARTSFIELD, Daisy

5. MARTEN, Lisa

6. OLDS, Ikaika

7. TAKENOUCHI, Jenna

8. ALCOS III, David

9. GARCIA, Diamond

TOTAL (9) \
The recommendation is: ~Adopted 0 Not Adopted

If joint referral,

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature:
1’ ~N

Distribution: Original (White) — Comn~L~....._.—~iplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerk’s~ifice-~ Duplicate~Pink) — HMSO


