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A BILL FOR AN ACT
RELATING TO EDUCATION.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF HAWAII:

SECTION 1. The legislature finds that kindergarten 

assessments are intended to support early learning and inform 

instruction in a developmentally appropriate manner. The 

legislature further finds that children require sufficient time 

to adjust to the kindergarten environment before meaningful 

assessments can occur.

The legislature also finds that kindergarten teachers, 

through sustained daily interaction with students, are best 

positioned to conduct accurate, holistic assessments of a 

child's development and learning needs. The original intent of 

kindergarten assessments was to support classroom instruction 

and family engagement, not to impose high-cost, externally 

developed assessment systems, or burdensome training 

requirements on teachers.

Accordingly, the purpose of this Act is to revise the 

practice of kindergarten assessments to clarify legislative 

intent, restore teacher-led assessment practices, reduce
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unnecessary administrative and financial burdens, and ensure 

that kindergarten assessments remain developmentally appropriate 

and instructionally focused.

SECTION 2. Chapter 302A, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is 

amended by adding a new section to part IV, subpart C, to be 

appropriately designated and to read as follows:

"§302A- Kindergarten assessments. (a) Each

kindergarten teacher shall conduct a kindergarten assessment for 

each child in the teacher's class.

(b) The kindergarten assessment shall:

(1) Assess each child in a developmentally appropriate 

manner to support instruction and student learning;

(2) Consist of a general, observational assessment of the 

child's development and school readiness, including 

but not limited to:

(A) Language and early literacy development;

(B) Cognitive and problem-solving skills;

(C) Social and emotional development;

(D) Physical development; and
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(E) Whether the child attended preschool or another 

early learning program before entering 

kindergarten; and

(3) Be administered in two parts; provided that:

(A) The first assessment shall be completed within 

two months of each child's admission into 

kindergarten; and

(B) The second assessment shall be completed within 

the eighth month of the school year.

(c) Information obtained from the kindergarten assessments 

shall be used only for:

(1) Instructional planning;

(2) Identifying student support needs; and

(3) Communication with parents or guardians.

Information obtained from the kindergarten assessments shall not 

be used for student retention, high-stakes accountability, 

school ranking, or teacher evaluation purposes.

(d) Kindergarten assessments shall not require the use of 

commercially developed, standardized, or externally contracted 

assessment instruments. Kindergarten teachers shall not be 

required to complete any mandatory external certification or 
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training, beyond the standard kindergarten teacher training 

required by the department, to administer kindergarten 

assessments.

(e) The board may adopt rules pursuant to chapter 91 to 

carry out the purposes of this section; provided that any rules 

adopted pursuant to this subsection shall preserve the 

professional judgement and discretion of kindergarten teachers." 

SECTION 3. Section 302D-37, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is 

amended to read as follows:

"§302D-37 Standardized assessment for students entering 

kindergarten. (a) The commission shall [adopt the kindergarten 

entry asGcoament adopted by the board pursuant to section 302A- 

1165 (a)—fee—aososo—aii—ei»r-fee^—school—students—entering 

kinde-rgarten within the first thirty days of admission into 

kindergarten.

-- The comm-i-ssion-may waive the requirements of the 

uni-fee^efft-deiftder^gaaefeen—entr^y—aeeeeefftenfe—©ft—a—ease—fey—earse—bes-fes-;- 

d-ej-----The commission shall—sba^e—febe-erftfeftmafe-ieft—gafebe-sed 

from publiccharter schools pursuant to thisseefedeft—with the 

department,—depasfemeftfe—©fe-daeiftaft—se^^vieesT—and oxocutivo ©fddee 

on early learning to the extent not otherwise prohibited by
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adminiotrcttivG—er law. ] require each charter school to 

implement kindergarten assessments consistent with section 

302A- , including requirements for teacher-led assessments,

timelines, purposes, and limitations on the use of commercially 

developed or externally contracted assessment instruments." 

SECTION 4. Section 346-186, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is 

amended by amending subsections (a) and (b) to read as follows:

"(a) The department shall establish or augment an existing 

database to collect and analyze information it receives from the 

department of education pursuant to [ecGbions 302A-1165 and] 

section 302A-1166 and the state public charter school commission 

pursuant to [soct-ions 302D-37 and] section 302D-38 and any other 

information the department may collect on all children in the 

State who are three to four years old and children who will not 

be at least five years of age on or before July 31 of the 

current school year.

(b) To the extent not prohibited by administrative rule or 

law, the department, department of education, state public 

charter school commission, and executive office on early 

learning shall share any information gathered pursuant to 

sections [302A-1165, ] 302A-1166 [7—and 302D-38 with
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each other, along with any other information the department, 

department of education, or state public charter school 

commission may collect on all children in the State who are 

three to four years old and children who will not be at least 

five years of age on or before July 31 of the current school 

year."

SECTION 5. Section 302A-1165, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is 

repealed.

[ "§302A-1165—&fea»daa?di«ed—aaseessaent-^eas—student a entering 

kindergarten^ -----The-^eard—ef—edueatieft—a- 

kindcrgarton entry asocaamcnt-—and the department af—cdueatian 

shall administer the—kindergarten-onfeey asoosomont.

-(te-)-----The—kindergarten entry assessment shalP:

44-}- Be—administered within the first thirty—days—of eaeh 

child's admissi-en into kindergarten;

4-34 Be a uniform,—statewide assessment;—provided that the 

assessment shall be- conducted in English or Hawaiian;

444 Cover all essential domains- of school readiness, 

including:

444 Language and 14tor-acy development;

(B) Cognit-ion and general knowledge;
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(C) Approachog to loair-ning,'

■(D) Phy&ieei—weii—feeiftg——aftd

-{-&)- Soe-ial and emotional dcvclopmGnt;

4-44- Bo uacd- in conf-e-rmance with the recommendations of tho 

National Rcocairch Council reports on early childhood; 

■"> ■>—1 L41 iCX

(5) Bo valid- and reliable—for its intended purpose.

4-e4----- i-nformation obtained from the—kindergarten ontr-y 

ossossmcnts—shall be used—to:

(1) Close the school readiness gap at kindergarten-entry;

(2) -Inform instruction in tho early elementary school 

grades;—and

4-3-)- -Inform parents of their children's—status and to 

involve parents in decisions regarding their 

ehildren's education.

4-d-)-----Tho department -shall share the information gathered 

pursuant to thio section-with the—department of human servicos, 

eifeeativa—af^dree—©ft—eariy-drearftiftg-7—and state pub-l-ic charter 

school commission to tho extent not otherwise prohibited-by 

administrative rule or law."]

2026-1024 SB895 SDl SMA.docx

iiiiiiiiHiniiiiiiiiiiiin
7



Page 8 S.B. NO. 895
S.D. 1

1 SECTION 6. Statutory material to be repealed is bracketed

2 and stricken. New statutory material is underscored.

3 SECTION 7. This Act shall take effect upon its approval.

4

2026-1024 SB895 SDl SMA.docx

iiiiiiiigiiiLiiiiiiiiiiiJiiiiiiiiiiiiLiii



895
S.D. 1S.B. NO.

Report Title:
BOE; DOE; State Public Charter School Commission; Kindergarten 
Assessments; Teachers

Description:
Establishes new requirements for teacher-led kindergarten 
assessments in public and charter schools. Authorizes the Board 
of Education to adopt rules. Repeals certain requirements for 
the Department of Education and State Public Charter School 
Commission to share data with the Department of Human Services. 
(SDl)

The summary description of legislation appearing on this page is for informational purposes only and is 
not legislation or evidence of legislative intent.
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