JOSH GREEN, M.D.
GOVERNOR
KE KIA'AINA

GOV. MSG. N0, 1392

EXECUTIVE CHAMBERS
KE KE'ENA O KE KiA‘AINA

July 14, 2026
The Honorable Ronald D. Kouchi The Honorable Nadine K. Nakamura
President of the Senate, Speaker, and Members of the
and Members of the Senate House of Representatives
Thirty-Third State Legislature Thirty-Third State Legislature
State Capitol, Room 409 State Capitol, Room 431
Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96813 Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96813

Aloha President Kouchi, Speaker Nakamura, and Members of the Legislature:

This is to inform you that on July 14, 2026, the following bill was signed into law:

S.B. NO. 2259, S.D. 1, H.D. 1, RELATING TO THE DEPARTMENT OF
C.D. 1 BUSINESS, ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, AND
TOURISM.
ACT 251

Mabhalo,

rk yﬁu‘— A.D.

Josh Green, M.D.
Governor, State of Hawai'i



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

Approved by the Governor

on__ JuL 14 A% ACT 251

THE SENATE 2259
THIRTY-THIRD LEGISLATURE, 2026 S B N O S.D. 1
STATE OF HAWAI e *

H.D. 1
C.D. 1

A BILL FOR AN ACT

RELATING TO THE DEPARTMENT OF BUSINESS, ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT,

AND TOURISM.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF HAWAII:

SECTION 1. The legislature finds that Alzheimer's disease
and other forms of dementia are not only detrimental to
residents of the State but also affect businesses, economic
growth, and visitors to Hawaii.

Creating a dementia-friendly business environment would
greatly enhance the quality of life for those living with
dementia and their caregivers, while demonstrating that these
diseases are not just a health issue, but alsc an econocmic and
community development priority.

Accordingly, the purpose of this Act is to establish a
business recognition program within the department of business,
economic development, and tourism to promote brain health
awareness in the business community and provide knowledge on the
harmful effects of not only Alzheimer's disease, but all forms
of dementia, to better serve and support customers while

creating a dementia-capable workforce.
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SECTION 2. Chapter 201, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is
amended by adding a new section to be appropriately designated
and to read as follows:

"§201- Hawaii dementia initiative business recognition

program. (a) There is established within the department of

business, economic development, and tourism the Hawaii dementia

initiative business recognition program to promote awareness of

Alzheimer's disease and dementia among the business community

and a dementia-capable workforce.

(b) The program shall be accessible through the

department's website, where businesses may apply to become

recognized as dementia-friendly.

(c) Businesses that apply shall receive a list of approved

organizations that provide dementia training for employees. All

current employees shall complete a one-hour training session to

qualify the business as dementia-friendly.

{d) Upon completing the training under subsection (c¢), a

business shall receive:

{1) Access to a badge for the website of the business,

indicating that the business is certified by the

2026-2418 sSB2259 Cbl SMA.docx
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Hawaii dementia initiative business recognition

program as dementia-friendly; and

(2) A decal or sticker of the Hawaii dementia initiative

certified business logo to place at the physical

location of the business.

(e) The department shall publish a list of recognized

businesses on its website for access by individuals living with

dementia and their families.

(f) The department may also promote the program and the

list of Hawaii dementia initiative-certified businesses through

various media to further incentivize business participation."

SECTION 3. There is appropriated out of the general
revenues of the State of Hawaii the sum of $90,000 or so much
thereof as may be necessary for fiscal year 2026-2027 to
establish and administer the Hawaii dementia initiative business
recognition program.

The sum appropriated shall be expended by the department of
business, economic development, and tourism for the purposes of
this Act.

SECTION 4. New statutory material is underscored.

SECTION 5. This Act shall take effect on July 1, 2026.
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APPROVED this 14th dayof July , 2026
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GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF HAWAI‘I



S.B.No. 2259,S.D.1,H.D. 1,C.D. 1

THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF HAWAI‘I

Date: May 6, 2026
Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96813

We hereby certify that the foregoing Bill this day passed Final Reading in the Senate

of the Thirty-Third Legislature of the State of Hawai‘i, Regular Session of 2026.
LA
resideat of tge’Senate

Clerk of the Senate

237-26



SB No. 2259,SD 1,HD 1,CD 1
THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF HAWALII
Date: May 6, 2026
Honolulu, Hawaii
We hereby certify that the above-referenced Bill on this day passed Final Reading in the

House of Representatives of the Thirty-Third Legislature of the State of Hawaii, Regular Session

Vadei K. Vro—

Nadine K. Nakamura
Speaker
House of Representatives

W ) & D

Brian L. Takeshita
Chief Clerk
House of Representatives

0f 2026.



