JOSH GREEN, M.D.
GOVERNOR
KE KIA'AINA

GOV.MSG.N0. (273

EXECUTIVE CHAMBERS
KE KE‘ENA O KE KIA'AINA

June 26, 2026

The Honorable Ronald D. Kouchi The Honorabie Nadine K. Nakamura
President of the Senate, Speaker, and Members of the

and Members of the Senate House of Representatives
Thirty-Third State Legislature Thirty-Third State Legislature
State Capitol, Room 409 State Capitol, Room 431
Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96813 Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96813

Aloha President Kouchi, Speaker Nakamura, and Members of the Legislature:

This is to inform you that on June 26, 2026, the following bill was signed into law:

S.B. NO. 1432, S.D. 2, H.D. 2, RELATING TO CHANGES TO RESPONSIBILITIES
C.D. 1 OF THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
CONCERNING PATIENTS, THE COUNTY OF
KALAWAO, AND THE KALAUPAPA
SETTLEMENT.
ACT 171

Mahalo,

b ST M.D.

Josh Green, M.D.
Governor, State of Hawai'i
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Approved by the Governor

on_ JUN 26 206 ACT 171

THE SENATE 1432
THIRTY-THIRD LEGISLATURE, 2025 S B N O S.D.2
STATE OF HAWAII * - *

A BILL FOR AN ACT

RELATING TO CHANGES TO RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE DEPARTMENT OF
HEALTH CONCERNING PATIENTS, THE. COUNTY OF KALAWAO, AND THE
KALAUPAPA SETTLEMENT.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF HAWAII:

PART I

SECTION 1. The legislature finds that the population of
former Hansen's disease patients residing at Kalaupapa in the
county of Kalawao is aging. There are éurrently seven
individuals on the Kalaupapa registry who receive services from
the State. Four of them are full-time residents at Kalaupapa.
All these patients are eighty-three years of age or older.

The legislature finds that the county of Kalawao consists
of that portion of the island of Molokai commonly known as the
Kalaupapa Settlement and that the county of Kalawao is under the
jurisdiction and control of the department of health and
governed by the laws and rules relating to the department and
the care and treatment of persons affected with Hansen's
disease. After the passing of the last full- or part-time

patient resident at Kalaupapa, the department of health will no
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longer provide patient care there but intends to complete
environmental remediation work.

The legislature further finds that there are many other
stakeholders that care about the future of the Kalaupapa
Settlement and the preservation of the historical, cultural, and
environmental significance of the county of Kalawao. This Act
reflects preliminary sentiments expressed by some Maui county
residents that the county of Kalawao be reunited with the county
of Maui. A transparent process and opportunity for more
extensive public input regarding the transfer of jurisdiction
and control of the county of Kalawao are required.

Accordingly, the purpose of this Act is to:

{1) Prepare for changes to responsibilities of the
department of health upon the passing of the last
patient resident of the Kalaupapa Settlement;

(2) Offer the public an opportunity to provide input on
the future of the county of Kalawao; and

(3) Require the department of health, in developing a plan
for the permanent transfer of the powers and duties of
the department and any other state agency over

Kalaupapa Settlement to other governmental or
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gualified non-governmental entities, to include a
community organization in the county of Kalawao that
is designated in P.L. 111-11, title VII, section 7108,
and a topside community organization from Molokai in
the transition planning team.
PART II
SECTION 2. Chapter 326, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is
amended by adding a new section to be appropriately designated
and to read as follows:

"§326- County of Kalawao; cessation; county of Maui.

The county of Kalawao that consists of that portion of the

island of Molokai known as Kalaupapa, Kalawao, and Waikolu, and

commonly known or designated as the Kalaupapa Settlement shall

cease to constitute a county by itself and shall be and form a

portion of the county of Maui.”

SECTION 3. Section 326-1, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is
amended to read as follows:

"§326-1 [Establishment -eof faeilities] Services for the
treatment and care of persons with Hansen's disease. The
department of health, subject to the approval of the governor,

shall [esteblish—and—maintain—faeidities—and) provide services
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as are necessary for the care and treatment of persons with
Hansen's disease and persons who were institutionalized for
segregation by order of the department of health because of
Hansen's disease.

Every [sueh—faeility—er] service provider shall exercise
every reasonable effort to effect a cure of [+hese] persons[+]

with Hansen's disease. All [suek] persons with Hansen's disease

shall be cared for as well as circumstances will permit, in

accordance with accepted medical practices. [Every—potient

rutes—pursuant—teo—chapter—84-]"

SECTION 4, Section 326-13, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is
amended to read as follows:

"§326-13 Expenses; rules. [+2+) The department of health
shall bear all expenses of travel and other necessary expenses

incurred under sections 326-1 to 326-~14 and may adopt all rules
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and forms and perform all acts necessary and proper for carrying

out their provisions.

(

possibie~]"

SECTION 5. Section 326-24, Hawaili Revised Statutes, is
amended to read as follows:

"§326-24 Rules. The director of health may adopt rules
pursuant to chapter 91 necessary for the conduct of all matters
pertaining to Hansen's disease, the treatment and care thereof,
and other services provided to persons affected with Hansen's
disease [—ard—the—full—-and-complete—governance—of—the-county—-of
Katavwae,—execept—as—iimitedby—this—chaptes] . "

SECTION 6. Section 326-25.5, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is
amended to read as follows:

"§326-25.5 Annual report. (a) The department of health
shall submit a report to the legislature no later than twenty
days prior to the convening of each regular session that
addresses the following with regard to Kalaupapa Settlement:

(1) The department's provision of medical and basic living

needs of the patients;
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The department's progress toward defining and
addressing the nonmedical needs of patients;

The department's progress toward promoting a positive
living environment;

The department's management of state resources,
including benefits given to employees that are not
statutorily defined;

The department's progress toward establishing written
policies and procedures for Kalaupapa store;

The department's progress toward establishing and
maintaining a complaint file and adequately addressing
complaints;

The performance of the administrator, including
compliance with job duties;

The department's progress toward adequate
accountability of state property:;

Details and Jjustification of approved employee air
travel requests and trail pay:;

Details and updated information, as available,
regarding the permanent transfer to other governmental

or qualified non-governmental entities of the powers
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and duties of the department and any other state
agency over Kalaupapa Settlement; and

(11) Details including efforts of engagement by the
department with Molokai community groups, including
the addition of Ka Ohana O Kalaupapa and a
non-governmental organization from the non-peninsular
area of Molokai to be selected by the department in
consultation with the non-peninsular area of the
Molokai community.

(b) BAnnual reporting shall continue until the earlier of

the yvear in which the passing of the last patient resident

occurs or the Kalaupapa Settlement is no longer under the

jurisdiction and control of the department of health.”

SECTION 7. Section 326-1.3, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is
repealed.
["{5326~1-3] —Liberty  autonemy—and digrityof patient
idents- a3 C £ e} ¥ . ) toh
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SECTION 8. Section 326-2, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is

repealed.

Wy . i £ &y , . . ey
SECTION 8. Section 326-11, Hawaii Revised Statutes, 1is

repealed.
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SECTION 10. Section 326-21, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is
repealed.
["§326-21  Empleyment—of patients——Atanyfacility—fer—the
L e PR e i e
depaEEI"e“E eé hea;:Eh7 “i‘ Eh E&ie eoRSent ef = paEie;iEI *“ay e“lp}:SY
] . c tal e

i b oof &£hi . hall Lieib] .
, ol L il ] . "
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SECTION 11. Section 326-22,

repealed.
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repealed.
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SECTION 13. Section 326-26, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is

repealed.
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SECTION 14. Section 326-27,

repealed.
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SECTION 15. Section 326-28, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is

repealed.
["5326-28 Kal &\W&W =
wrtawiut—for—the department—of health erits—agents—tosellor
cg e ) ] ’ ] ] .

offiecer"]
SECTION 16. Section 326-29, Hawaii Revised Statutes, 1is

repealed.

2026-2514 SB1432 CDl1 SMA.docx 15

LT L LT



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

S.B. NO. i

H.D.2
CD.1

The-department—of heatth shall adept—rules—pursuant—+te
] 91 L all £ichi i e s :
. i : ] H ] !.EEEEE ]_EEGi‘EﬁESo"]

SECTION 17. Section 326-30, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is

repealed.

TR Lo . b . T £ l
more—than-$1,0060—per—ineidents"]
SECTION 18. Section 326-34, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is

repealed.
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SECTION 18. Section 326-35, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is

repealed.

’["§326-35——Sheeié£7—appeiatmene7—remevalv——Qhefe—sha%&—be

persop—toSserve—as—sheriff"]

SECTION 20. Section 326-36, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is

repealed.

2026-2514 SB1432 CDl SMA.docx 17

LI LR T



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

S.B. NO. i

H.D. 2
CD.1

["8§326~36—Sheriff —salary.——The gsalaryef the—sheriff

.ll]
SECTION 21. Section 326-37, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is

repealed.

["§326-37 _Sheriff duties. —T) horiff of &) :

proseeute—the—some—to—thebest—ef—+thesheriffls—abiltity-"]
SECTION 22. Section 326-38, Hawail Revised Statutes, is

repealed.

["5326-38—Sherifs. b oberifs . i
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1 . pety "]
SECTION 23. Section 326-40, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is

repealed.
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PART III

SECTION 24. Upon the passing of the last full- or
part-time patient resident of Kalaupapa, the director of health
shall notify the governor, who shall issue a proclamation to
affirm the date of passing. The governor shall also immediately
deliver a copy of the proclamation to the revisor of statutes.

SECTION 25. The department of health, in developing a plan
for the permanent transfer of the powers and duties of the
department and any other state agency over Kalaupapa Settlement
to other governmental or qualified non-governmental entities,
shall include a community organization in the county of Kalawao
that is designated in P.L. 111-11, title VII, section 7108, and
a topside community organization from Molokai in the transition
planning team. The department of health shall select the
topside community in consultation with the Molokai community.
For purposes of this section, "topside community organization
from Molckai" means a community of Molokai outside of the county

of Kalawao.
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SECTION 26. For the purposes of this Act, "full- or
part-time patient resident of Kalaupapa" means a person who was
institutionalized for segregation by order of the department of
health because of Hansen's disease and who chose to remain at
Kalaupapa or Hale Mohalu after June 30, 1969.

SECTION 27. Statutbry material to be repealed is bracketed
and stricken. New statutory material is underscored.

SECTION 28. This Act shall take effect upon its approval;
provided that part II of this Act shall take effect on the date
one year after the passing of the last full- or part-time
patient resident of Kalaupapa as affirmed in the governor's

proclamation, as described in section 24 of this Act.
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APPROVED this 26th dayof June 2026

AP

GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF HAWAI‘I
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THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF HAWAI‘I

Date: May 6, 2026
Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96813

We hereby certify that the foregoing Bill this day passed Final Reading in the Senate

of the Thirty-Third Legislature of the State of Hawai‘i, Regular Session of 2026.
mme%

Clerk of the Senate
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THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF HAWAII
Date: May 6, 2026
Honolulu, Hawaii
We hereby certify that the above-referenced Bill on this day passed Final Reading in the

House of Representatives of the Thirty-Third Legislature of the State of Hawaii, Regular Session

Vo H. Nw—

Nadine K. Nakamura
Speaker
House of Representatives
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Brian L. Takeshita
Chief Clerk
House of Representatives
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