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THE DEPARTMENT OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 
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ON THE FOLLOWING MEASURE: 
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Chairs Gabbard and Lee and Members of the Committees: 

The Department of the Attorney General (Department) respectfully opposes this 

bill. 

The purpose of this bill is to recognize watersheds and coral reef ecosystems as 

legal persons with inherent and inalienable rights to exist, flourish, and naturally evolve.  

The bill establishes enforceable ecosystem rights, authorizes citizen enforcement with 

broad standing, provides for restorative and injunctive remedies and civil penalties, 

imposes continuing duties of ecological repair—including for historic harms dating to 

August 21, 1959—and declares supremacy over conflicting state and local laws.  The 

bill would add a new chapter to the Hawaii Revised Statutes (HRS). 

While the Department appreciates the bill's intent to strengthen environmental 

stewardship in harmony with the public trust doctrine, we have significant concerns 

about several provisions. 

Sections     -7(c) and (d) and section     -9 provide that this chapter shall apply 

retroactively to all acts and omissions occurring on or after August 21, 1959, and that 

claims may be brought regardless of whether the conduct has ceased or been 

previously addressed through settlement or administrative action.  Prior judgments or 

agreements "shall not bar restorative relief" if ecological or cultural harm remains 

unremedied.  Section     -7(a) further voids, both prospectively and retroactively, any 
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existing waiver, indemnity agreement, lease, permit, or other legal instrument that 

purports to limit liability under the chapter. 

These provisions raise constitutional concerns.  The retroactive creation of new 

liability for conduct that was lawful when performed implicates the due process 

protections of the Fourteenth Amendment to the United States Constitution and article I, 

section 5, of the Hawaii Constitution.  Moreover, although the bill characterizes its 

remedies as "restorative," it also authorizes civil penalties under section     -17, which 

could be viewed as punitive in nature if an administrative agency has already imposed 

administrative penalties for damage to the resource.  The retroactive voiding of existing 

contracts, leases, and indemnity agreements likely violates the Contract Clause of the 

United States Constitution. 

Additionally, section     -15(b) provides that "[c]ompliance with other permits, 

standards, or regulations shall not constitute a defense to liability for harm to any 

ecosystem person."  Section     -17(d) repeats this rule with respect to civil penalties.  

These provisions mean that a person who obtains every required government permit 

and complies with every applicable condition can nonetheless be sued and held liable 

under this chapter. 

This raises a fundamental due process concern:  if full compliance with all 

applicable government-issued permits and standards provides no defense, the law fails 

to give meaningful notice of what conduct is required to avoid liability.  This provision 

could also frustrate the State's own permitting and regulatory programs by effectively 

rendering them moot as a basis for regulated parties to rely upon. 

Section     -2(a) grants ecosystem persons the "right to exist, flourish, and 

naturally evolve."  While the bill attempts to provide some specificity—such as 

"maintaining or increasing live coral cover" and "ensuring conditions that allow natural 

recovery processes"—these terms remain extraordinarily broad as enforceable legal 

standards against which to measure liability and penalties.  Virtually any human activity 

near a watershed or reef could arguably impair these rights. 

Combined with the bill's universal citizen suit provision, mandatory injunction 

requirement, and civil penalties, this standard creates a regime under which regulated 
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parties cannot reasonably determine what conduct is prohibited.  This raises due 

process and vagueness concerns.  Because the bill's definition of "watershed" 

incorporates section 183-31, HRS, nearly every parcel of land in the State could 

eventually be included in or located near a watershed, meaning the vague standard 

would apply statewide to all activities. 

Section     -9(c) imposes a "continuing duty of repair" on any entity that "caused, 

contributed to, benefitted from, or failed to remedy a condition of ecological 

degradation."  Applied retroactively to 1959, the "benefitted from" standard could reach 

essentially every landowner, business, utility, and resident in the State—anyone who 

has used water, electricity, or roads associated with activities that affected a watershed.  

This is an almost unlimited liability net that raises both due process concerns, as it 

provides no meaningful limiting principle. 

Section     -3 states that "[t]he natural resources found associated with 

watersheds and coral reefs, including all flora and fauna, shall be considered to have an 

inalienable connection to the health and well-being of the ecosystem person."  It then 

provides that "[n]o use, activity, or lease involving watersheds or coral reefs shall be 

approved that comprises or endangers this connection."  Because farming arguably 

affects natural resources associated with watersheds and fishing affects fauna 

associated with coral reefs, both activities may be banned under this section. 

Section     -7(b) declares that this chapter "shall supersede and preempt any 

state or local law to the extent of the conflict," while simultaneously, sections     -5 

and      -10 state that nothing in the chapter shall "limit, modify, or supersede," among 

other things, the authority of the Commission on Water Resource Management under 

chapter 174C, HRS.  These provisions are in tension:  the bill claims supremacy over all 

conflicting state law while also claiming not to modify existing law. 

Finally, sections     -7(a) and     -16 purport to apply this chapter to "any branch of 

the United States Armed Forces" and to "federal agencies and military activities, to the 

maximum extent permitted by law."  While the bill includes the qualifying phrase "to the 

maximum extent permitted by law," its operative provisions—voiding federal 

agreements, imposing liability and penalties on federal actors, and mandating injunctive 
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relief—are drafted without meaningful limitation, and which could be subject to legal 

challenge. 

We respectfully request this bill be held in Committee. 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify. 
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Comments:  

We strongly support SB 3323.  You'll hear a lot of testimony about how coral reefs provide 

economic resources, a draw for tourism, sustain cultural practices, provide protection from 

coastal erosion and provide a foundational nursery for life in the ocean, but you may not hear 

about something that doesn't get much attention; coral reefs are beautiful.  If someone destroyed 

the Louvre, it would be a global tragedy.  People would be grieving over the loss for decades, but 

coral reefs are far more spectacular, created by millions of years of evolution.  They are 

performance art, with a dizzying array of colors, textures and motion.  They are in critical 

danger.  We need to do everything possible to save this truly irreplaceable global treasure.  This 

act is a first step in that huge effort.  Please, we beseech you, pass this bill and let's all work 

together to save what we can, before it's too late.   

  

Below is a link to a talk I gave at the Museum of Natural History in New York City last 

summer.  It's less than 7 minutes.  It's my personal account of the devastation of coral reefs due 

to the burning of fossil fuels.  I hope you can access it.  If you have to, copy the URL and 

manually enter it into your search window.  I promise, it's worth it.   

  

Thank you for hearing this important testimony.   

  

Sincerely,  Topher Dean, Founder of Clean The Pacific 

  

https://open.spotify.com/episode/3V2aYCGw9b1xExDlykZJRg?go=1&sp_cid=2acc7e486c2944

8ead1a29f2b9c1635c&utm_source=embed_player_p&utm_medium=desktop&nd=1&dlsi=2041

627806de44df 
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¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǘǊǳŜ ƛƴ IŀǿŀƛΩƛΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻŦ IŀǿŀƛΩƛ ŀǊŜ ōƭŜǎǎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŀǊƛƴŜ ŜŎƻǎȅǎǘŜƳǎ ǘƘŀǘ 
ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ōŜŀǳǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǎǘŜƴŀƴŎŜΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘǊǳƭȅ ƛƴŦƻǊƳ ǘƘŜ ŜǘƘƻǎΣ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ 
ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΦ tŜƻǇƭŜ ŦƭƻŎƪ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƭƭ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ IŀǿŀƛΩƛΩǎ ŀōǳƴŘŀƴǘ ǊŜŜŦǎΣ ōǳǘ 
ǘƘƛǎ ŀōǳƴŘŀƴŎŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘǎ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴŀȅ ǎŜŜƪ ǘƻ ŜȄǇƭƻƛǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŜŎƻǎȅǎǘŜƳǎΦ ¢ƘŜ 
ƎǊŀƴǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƭŜƎŀƭ ǇŜǊǎƻƴƘƻƻŘ ǘƻ ŎƻǊŀƭ ǊŜŜŦ ŜŎƻǎȅǎǘŜƳǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǘŜǊǎƘŜŘǎ ŀƭƭƻǿǎ ŦƻǊ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜŘ 
ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ƭŀǿ Ƴŀȅ Ŧŀƭƭ ǎƘƻǊǘΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƻƻƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ 
ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘΦ  
 
¢ƘŜ !ƴƛƳŀƭ [ŜƎŀƭ 5ŜŦŜƴǎŜ CǳƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘǎ ǘƘŜ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ wƛƎƘǘǎ ƻŦ bŀǘǳǊŜ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŀŘǾƻŎŀǘŜǎ ŦƻǊ 
ƭŀǿǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ǘƘŀǘ ŜƭŜǾŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ƻŦ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎ ŀǎ ŀōƻǾŜ άƳŜǊŜ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅΦέ ¢ƘŜ ǎƘƛŦǘ ŀǿŀȅ 
ŦǊƻƳ ǾƛŜǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎ ŀǎ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƻǿƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇƭƻƛǘŜŘ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ 
ǎǘŜǿŀǊŘǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ǎƘƛŦǘ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ŀ ƳƻǊŜ ƘǳƳŀƴŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǎŎƛƻǳǎ 
ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΣ ƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜǎ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ƴŀǘǳǊŜΣ ƴƻǘ ŀōƻǾŜ ƛǘΦ  
 
aŀƘŀƭƻ ƴǳƛ ƭƻŀ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛŦ ǇŀǎǎŜŘΣ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƳŀƪŜ IŀǿŀƛΩƛ ŀ 
Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ƭŜŀŘŜǊ ƛƴ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴΦ  
 
{ƛƴŎŜǊŜƭȅΣ  
 
[ƛƴŘǎŀȅ ±ƛŜǊƘŜƛƭƛƎ 
[ŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƛǾŜ !ŦŦŀƛǊǎ aŀƴŀƎŜǊ 
!ƴƛƳŀƭ [ŜƎŀƭ 5ŜŦŜƴǎŜ CǳƴŘ  
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Comments:  

Dear Committee, 

I am writing regarding support for SB3323, which relates to Ecosystem Rights. SB 3323 

recognizes coral reefs as living systems with rights, giving Hawai'i greater legal authority to 

protect them. I hope you all can support this bill at a critical time when we must do all we can to 

protect our planet. I am speaking as myself and on behalf of the Global Alliance for Rights of 

Nature (GARN) Youth Hub, as our work focuses on the Rights of Mother Earth declaration. This 

movement began in 2010, when Ecuador and Bolivia incorporated the Rights of Nature into their 

constitutions. 

 

The science shows that coral reefs are dying due to climate change and overfishing, so 

supporting this bill is essential to convey to youth and people around the world that we can make 

sustainable changes. And we know that changes in law and policy are effective ways to protect 

land, water, air, and non-human living beings. The Rights of Nature movement is the fastest-

growing movement of the 21st century, and we continue to grow worldwide. The rights of coral 

reefs are critical for the future.  

 

We are seeing more governments and judicial support the Rights of Nature because it is a 

movement that supports the future generations and the well being of society. We hope you can 

support this bill and give Nature a voice.  

Thank you, 

 



 

Testimony in SUPPORT of SB3323​
Relating to Ecosystem Rights 

Aloha Chair, Vice Chair, and Members of the Committee, 

My name is Carmen Guzman-Simpliciano, Co-Founder of Kingdom Pathways, a Native Hawaiian–led 
nonprofit based in Waiʻanae. Our work centers ʻāina-based stewardship, watershed and water quality 
monitoring, coral reef protection, and cultural restoration, strengthening alignment between 
community knowledge and Hawaiʻi’s public trust responsibilities. We respectfully support SB3323. 

This bill recognizes watersheds and coral reef ecosystems as legal persons with inherent rights to exist, 
flourish, and naturally evolve. This reflects what Indigenous stewardship has always understood: these 
are living systems, not commodities. 

For Kānaka Maoli, Koʻa are our eldest ancestors. In the Kumulipo, our genealogy traces back to the 
coral polyp and the origins of life in the ocean. Reefs are kūpuna. To harm them is not simply 
environmental damage, it is a breach of relationship and kuleana. SB3323 places that responsibility 
into enforceable law. 

Importantly, this measure does not replace Hawaiʻi’s Public Trust Doctrine but affirms Native Hawaiian 
traditional and customary rights. We appreciate that the bill includes safeguards to ensure citizen 
enforcement strengthens lawful cultural practices and community stewardship, not undermines them. 
The consultation requirements reflect pono governance and respect established relationships to 
place. 

SB3323 strengthens accountability by establishing enforceable ecosystem rights grounded in public 
trust and recognized customary knowledge; authorizing injunctive and restorative remedies; requiring 
ecological restoration and continuing duties of repair; and prohibiting waivers or agreements that 
shield parties from responsibility for ecosystem harm. 

For those of us engaged in watershed monitoring and coral reef stewardship in Waiʻanae, this 
framework matters. Compliance with permits alone does not excuse ecological harm. Where 
degradation persists, so too must the duty to restore. 

SB3323 aligns law with ecological reality and ʻike kupuna. It affirms mālama ʻāina as both a moral and 
legal obligation. Kingdom Pathways respectfully urges passage of SB3323. 

 

With Aloha,​

Carmen Guzman-Simpliciano​
Co-Founder, Kingdom Pathways 

Kingdom Pathways | Waiʻanae, Oʻahu      www.kingdompathways.info 

http://www.kingdompathways.info


 
 
 
 
 
To: ​ Senator Mike Gabbard, Chair; Senator Herbert "Tim" Richards, III,  

Vice Chair; and members of the Committee on Agriculture and Environment (AEN) 
To: ​ Senator Lorraine R. Inouye, Chair; Senator Brandon J.C. Elefante,  

Vice Chair; and members of the Committee on Water and Land (WLA) 
From​ Earth Law Center 
Date:  ​ February 10, 2026 
Re: ​ Support for SB 3323: ECOSYSTEM RIGHTS: WATERSHEDS AND CORAL REEFS 
—————————————————————————————————————————— 

Hearing Date: Wednesday, February 11, 2026  
Time: 3:00 PM HST  

Conference Room: 224 & Video Conference  
Re: SB 3323 – RELATING TO ECOSYSTEM RIGHTS (The NANI Act) 

 
Position: STRONGLY SUPPORT 
 
Aloha Chairs Gabbard and Inouye, Vice Chairs Richards and Elefante, and Members of the Committees. 
My name is Lucy Ward, and I am writing on behalf of the Earth Law Center and its Ocean Program. We 
are a global organization dedicated to the advancement of ecocentric laws, policies, and governance for 
the well-being of the Earth Community. We are supported by a network of over 12,000 active newsletter 
subscribers and a coalition of 30 international NGOs and legal experts who collaborated with us to 
develop model legislation for the Rights of Coral Reefs. 
 
We stand in Strong Support of SB 3323, which represents a landmark step in aligning Hawaii’s legal 
system with both ancient indigenous wisdom and modern science and ethics. 
 
The Scientific and Cultural Imperative 
Coral reefs are the "biological heartbeat" of our planet. While they cover less than 1% of the ocean floor, 
they support 25% of all marine life. Globally, they provide essential services—from carbon sequestration 
to providing the primary protein source for billions.1 This bill recognizes the notion and practice of 
malama aina and the importance of Kanaka Māoli knowledge and stewardship practices in securing the 
ongoing success of this bill in implementation. By codifying a relationship-based stewardship model, 
Hawaii establishes a 21st-century legal standard that protects both ecological integrity and the sacred 
bond between a community and its environment. 
 
A Mature Global Movement 
The Rights of Nature (RoN) movement has moved past its "symbolic" phase and entered a period of legal 
maturity; courts worldwide are now successfully using these frameworks to enforce restoration and 
prevent irreversible ecological collapse. 

1 Souter, D., Planes, S., Wicquart, J., Logan, M., Obura, D., & Staub, F. (Eds.). (2020). Status of coral reefs of the world: 2020. 
Global Coral Reef Monitoring Network (GCRMN) and International Coral Reef Initiative (ICRI). https://gcrmn.net/2020-report/ 

1 

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/55914fd1e4b01fb0b851a814/t/686c06fcd7137103ef1eae4a/1751910148707/Model+Legislation+for+the+Rights+of+Coral+Reef+Ecosystems.pdf
https://gcrmn.net/2020-report/


●​ Ecocentric Law & Personhood: As of 2026, nearly 600 RoN initiatives exist across 60 
countries.2 Scholars now identify a "legal revolution" where specific entities, like the Mar Menor 
in Spain (Law 19/2022),3 gain personhood to bypass the procedural failures of traditional 
environmental law.4 

●​ The Rights of Coral Reefs: Dedicated legal toolkits developed by international coalitions now 
provide the "black-letter law" needed for coral guardianship, ensuring that restoration and 
ecological integrity are enforceable legal mandates.5 

SB 3323 is part of the next evolution of this movement: Ecosystem-Specific Legislation. Rather than 
broad, abstract declarations, this bill provides the precise legal tools needed to protect specific, 
high-vulnerability ecosystems like Hawaii's reefs and watersheds. By granting these ecosystems standing, 
Hawaii ensures that the voice of the reef is heard in court.  
 
Global Collaboration for Local Success 
Our NGO’s work with over 30 global partners has shown that when legislation is ecosystem-specific, it 
drives the movement forward by providing clear, enforceable standards. SB 3323 does exactly this by: 

1.​ Codifying the right of the reef to exist, flourish, and naturally evolve as legal persons. 
2.​ Empowering local communities as guardians to act in the reef's best interest, and retaining scope 

for wider stakeholders to also act as stewards. 
3.​ Ensuring that restoration, not just fines and penalties, is the primary remedy for harm, and such 

funds are directly used for restoration of and protection of ecosystem persons.  
4.​ Creating pathways for the addressing of historic harm through restorative retroactivity.   

 
Hawaii has the opportunity to lead the world by passing the NANI Act. We urge this Committee to pass 
SB 3323 to protect these vital ecosystems and the communities that live in relationship with them. 
 
Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 
 
Sincerely, 
Lucy Ward & The Earth Law Center Team and Community 
 
Lucy Ward 
Ocean Program Lead  
Earth Law Center 
+447769 660458 
lward@earthlaw.org 
www.earthlawcenter.org  

5 Earth Law Center. (2026). Rights of coral reefs: A voice for coral reef ecosystems through the rights of nature and ecocentric 
law. https://www.earthlawcenter.org/coralreefs 

4 Jefferson, D. J., Macpherson, E., & Moe, S. (2023). Experiments with the extension of legal personality to ecosystems and 
beyond-human organisms. Transnational Environmental Law, 12(2), 343-365. 

3 Kauffman, Craig, Catherine Haas, Alex Putzer, Shrishtee Bajpai, Kelsey Leonard, Elizabeth Macpherson, Pamela Martin, 
Alessandro Pelizzon & Linda Sheehan. Eco Jurisprudence Monitor. V2. 2025. Distributed by the Eco Jurisprudence 
Monitor.https://ecojurisprudence.org/initiatives/proposed-law-for-recognition-of-legal-personality-to-the-laguna-del-mar-menor-a
nd-its-basin/. 

2 Eco Jurisprudence Monitor. (2026). Global map of eco jurisprudence initiatives. 
https://ecojurisprudence.org/?map-style=political 

2 

http://www.earthlawcenter.org
https://www.earthlawcenter.org/coralreefs
https://ecojurisprudence.org/initiatives/proposed-law-for-recognition-of-legal-personality-to-the-laguna-del-mar-menor-and-its-basin//
https://ecojurisprudence.org/initiatives/proposed-law-for-recognition-of-legal-personality-to-the-laguna-del-mar-menor-and-its-basin//
https://ecojurisprudence.org/?map-style=political
https://ecojurisprudence.org/?map-style=political


 

 Feb 10, 2026

Aloha Chairs, Vice Chairs, and Members of AEN/WLA,  
Conference Room 224 & Videoconference 
State Capitol 
415 South Beretania Street 

RE: SB 3323 Relating to Ecosystem Rights 

I am testifying on behalf of Coral Reef Alliance in support of SB3323, Nā ʻĀina Nō Lā 
Act. CORAL works to protect coral reef ecosystems through science based 
conservation, community partnerships, and place based stewardship. SB3323 reflects 
both ecological necessity and Native Hawaiian cultural values that recognize the living 
relationship between people, land, and ocean. 

SB3323 affirms a principle long held in Hawaiian thought, that ʻāina and kai are living 
systems deserving care, respect, and protection. The recognition of watersheds and 
coral reefs as rights bearing entities aligns with the practice of mālama ʻāina, the 
responsibility to sustain the health of the places that sustain us as familial and kuleana 
connected peoples. Healthy reefs and watersheds are inseparable from healthy 
communities. Reefs and watersheds support food security, shoreline protection, culture, 
economic stability, and climate resilience, and when they decline the effects ripple 
across island life. 

This bill supports a framework of accountability that prioritizes restoration and healing in 
a collaborative setting, like the pilina built from working through issues together. From a 
cultural perspective, restoration is not only ecological repair but a reaffirmation of 
relationship. It recognizes that past harms carry forward into the present and that there 
is a continuing kuleana to restore balance.  

SB3323 integrates recognized customary knowledge alongside scientific evidence. 
Effective watershed and reef protection requires both. Indigenous observation systems 
(kilo) hold generations of insight into ecosystem change, seasonal cycles, and 
sustainable management. When paired with modern reef science, these knowledge 
systems strengthen decision making and long term resilience. There is no direct ʻōlelo 

Coral Reef Alliance ~ 548 Market Street, Suite 29802 ~ San Francisco, CA 94104-5401 ~ 510.370.0500 ~ coral.org 



 

Hawaiʻi translation for “sustainability” because the concept is inseparable from cultural 
practice, it is about survival and the collective health of people and ʻāina. 

Coral reefs in Hawaiʻi are facing accelerating pressures from land based pollution, 
warming seas, sedimentation, and overuse. Without bold legal frameworks that 
recognize the intrinsic value of ecosystems, conservation efforts will continue to struggle 
against fragmented protections. SB3323 creates a structure that reflects the reality that 
reefs and watersheds are interconnected living systems whose survival is essential to 
Hawaiʻi’s future. 

Supporting this bill is consistent with the values of pono governance, stewardship, and 
respect for ancestral knowledge. It affirms that protecting ecosystems is not an optional 
environmental policy but a cultural and moral responsibility. For these reasons, the 
Coral Reef Alliance respectfully urges passage of SB3323. 

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify,  

 

 
Erica Perez 
Sr. Program Manager and Head of Sanitation 
Local Field Office:  
1441 Kapiolani Blvd Suite 1114 
POB 29802 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96814-4406 US 
P: 808.756.1786 
Coral Reef Alliance 
 

Coral Reef Alliance ~ 548 Market Street, Suite 29802 ~ San Francisco, CA 94104-5401 ~ 510.370.0500 ~ coral.org 

http://www.coral.org/
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Comments:  

Aloha.Chair Gabbard, Chair Lee, and Members of the AEN and WLA Committees,  

Mahalo for hearing this important bill, and for allowing us to testify in its support.  

 

 This, to me, is the most important definition of "environmental justice" that has been completely 

ignored for at least the last decade: This vehicle to provide justice for coral reef and watershed 

ecosystems that need the most protection, preservation, restoration, or remediation from human 

use, abuse, neglect, or destruction.  

  

We need this conversation and this law  in Hawaii, particularly since our natural resources 

continue to be the foundational attraction for the tourism industry that is so critical to our 

economy.  

  

Please pass this bill to ensure our natural resources are finally respected enough to be elevated to 

the legal standing of being treated as person with a  voice of their own to be conserved, 

protected, and restored in perpetuity.  

 

With Aloha, 

Lisa. Bishop, MS 

Friemds of Hanauma Bay I President 

 





 

 

Aloha Chair, Vice Chair, and Members of the Committee, 

My name is Maki Morinoue, and I am testifying on behalf of HULI PAC.  HULI PAC is an 
organization whose mission is to endorse and support candidates and office holders of 
integrity who serve the 'āina and people of Hawai'i Island. 

HULI PAC strongly supports SB3323, the Ecosystem Rights bill — the NĀ ʻĀINA NO LA (NANI) 
Act — which recognizes Hawaiʻi’s watersheds and coral reef ecosystems as legal persons with 
inherent rights to exist, flourish, and naturally evolve. This bill establishes enforceable 
protections grounded in science, Native Hawaiian stewardship values, and the public trust 
doctrine. 

Ecosystems Rights SB3323 is deeply aligned with the Hawaiʻi State Motto:​
“Ua Mau ke Ea o ka ʻĀina i ka Pono” — The life of the land is perpetuated in 
righteousness.​
This measure gives practical legal meaning to that truth. It recognizes that the well-being of our 
land and waters is not symbolic — it is foundational to the survival, culture, and future of Hawaiʻi 
and its people. 

Our State Constitution already affirms these responsibilities. Article XI establishes the State’s 
duty to protect natural resources and uphold the public trust for present and future generations. 
SB3323 strengthens — not replaces — these obligations by creating additional, complementary 
enforcement tools and stewardship pathways, while explicitly preserving Native Hawaiian 
traditional and customary rights and established public trust doctrine. 

This bill is important because: 

●​ It recognizes watersheds and coral reefs as rights-bearing entities, reflecting both 
modern ecological science and Kanaka Maoli worldview. 

●​ It affirms that ecosystem health is inseparable from community well-being and cultural 
practice. 

●​ It enables restorative and injunctive relief when ecosystems are harmed — prioritizing 
repair, not just penalties. 

●​ It supports community and citizen enforcement, while including safeguards against 
bad-faith actions. 

●​ It requires coordination with Native Hawaiian practitioners and stewardship 
organizations and respects customary knowledge alongside scientific evidence. 

P.O. Box 168, Holualoa, HI  96725 / www.hulihi.com / info@hulihi.com  

http://www.hulihi.com
mailto:info@hulihi.com


 
●​ It confirms that ecosystem protection and the public trust doctrine are mutually 

reinforcing, not competing frameworks. 

For too long, environmental protection has often been reactive and fragmented. SB3323 
establishes a proactive, values-based legal framework that recognizes ecological systems as 
the living foundations of our islands—not merely resources to be managed after damage 
occurs. 

By affirming ecosystem rights, this bill brings Hawaiʻi law into closer harmony with our cultural 
values, constitutional mandates, and moral responsibility to future generations. 

Supporting SB3323 is an act of pono governance. It honors our constitution, our motto, and our 
kuleana to ensure that the life of the land — and the life it supports — is truly perpetuated. 

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify in strong support. 

Maki Morinoue​
HULI PAC, Hawai’i Island​
 

 

P.O. Box 168, Holualoa, HI  96725 / www.hulihi.com / info@hulihi.com  

http://www.hulihi.com
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Comments:  

Testimony in support of SB3323 

Feb. 9, 2026 

Aloha Legislators, 

Mahalo for introducing and supporting this important Bill. As an organic farmer in Ola'a on 

Moku O Keawe for 46 years, I'm a strong believer in restoring the ahupua'a system where the 

people take care of the land so the land takes care of the people.  We need to restore balance 

which is underscored by the fact that Hawaii now imports 90% of the food it consumes.  And 

remember we are the most isolated land mass in the world.  

We need to protect Hawaii and the earth's eco systems for generations to come.  Mahalo for your 

solidarity. 

Jim Albertini, President of Malu 'Aina 

 



















mailto:hannah@wildhawaii.org
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https://reefbuilders.com/2024/09/30/rvs-finds-yellow-tangs-noble-anthias-and-more-at-calayan-island-philippines/#%3A%7E%3Atext%3DBut%20with%20the%20Hawaii%20fishery%2Cin%20the%20far%20North%20Philippines
https://reefbuilders.com/2024/09/30/rvs-finds-yellow-tangs-noble-anthias-and-more-at-calayan-island-philippines/#%3A%7E%3Atext%3DBut%20with%20the%20Hawaii%20fishery%2Cin%20the%20far%20North%20Philippines
https://reefbuilders.com/2024/09/30/rvs-finds-yellow-tangs-noble-anthias-and-more-at-calayan-island-philippines/#%3A%7E%3Atext%3DBut%20with%20the%20Hawaii%20fishery%2Cin%20the%20far%20North%20Philippines
%0dFindings%20and%20Recommenda%20ons%20of%20Effec%20veness%20of%20the%20West%20...%0dDepartment%20of%20Land%20and%20Natural%20Resources%20-%20Hawaii%20(.gov)%0dhttps:/dlnr.hawaii.gov%20›%202024/12%20›%20ar_hrs188-2025%0d
%0dFindings%20and%20Recommenda%20ons%20of%20Effec%20veness%20of%20the%20West%20...%0dDepartment%20of%20Land%20and%20Natural%20Resources%20-%20Hawaii%20(.gov)%0dhttps:/dlnr.hawaii.gov%20›%202024/12%20›%20ar_hrs188-2025%0d
%0dFindings%20and%20Recommenda%20ons%20of%20Effec%20veness%20of%20the%20West%20...%0dDepartment%20of%20Land%20and%20Natural%20Resources%20-%20Hawaii%20(.gov)%0dhttps:/dlnr.hawaii.gov%20›%202024/12%20›%20ar_hrs188-2025%0d


https://dlnr.hawaii.gov/dar/files/2020/05/ar_hrs188_2020.pdf
https://dlnr.hawaii.gov/dar/files/2020/05/ar_hrs188_2020.pdf
https://dlnr.hawaii.gov/dar/files/2020/05/ar_hrs188_2020.pdf


SB-3323 
Submitted on: 2/9/2026 12:04:37 PM 
Testimony for AEN on 2/11/2026 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kim Coke Individual Oppose Remotely Via 
Zoom 

 
 
Comments:  

Please oppose this bill 

 



SB-3323 
Submitted on: 2/9/2026 1:35:11 PM 
Testimony for AEN on 2/11/2026 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

James T Lovell Individual Oppose Remotely Via 
Zoom 

 
 
Comments:  

Please vote no on this Bill. The current rules making process the is occuring now is already 
working on these issues. The Aquarium Industry has been closed for over eiths years now and so 
there is no reason for this Bill. Please let the rule making process play out and not circumvent it 
with this bill. Please vote no. 

Thank You! 

 











Written Testimony in Support of S.B. 3323

Aloha Chairs, Vice Chairs, and Committee Members:

This testimony supports S.B. 3323 proposing to reinforce the StateÕs constitutional obligation to 

protect watersheds and coral reef ecosystems held in the public trust, as reflected in Article XI of 

the Hawai!i State Constitution and longstanding Hawai!i Supreme Court precedent recognizing 

affirmative fiduciary duties to prevent ecological impairment.

S.B. 3323 provides a legally coherent framework for a citizen pathway to enforcing and upholding 

those duties by recognizing watersheds and coral reefs as rights-bearing ecosystem persons. This 

recognition does not create new environmental values; it operationalizes existing constitutional 

mandates by ensuring that ecosystems whose degradation is measurable, cumulative, and often 

irreversible may be represented, restored and protected by citizens when ecosystem collapse 

occurs.

The evidentiary record before the Legislature demonstrates that regulatory compliance alone has 

not prevented persistent harm to coral reef systems from cumulative stressors, including permit 

noncompliance, pollution loading, habitat degradation, and disease dynamics that emerge after 

ecosystem harm.

Where regulatory schemes allow ecological loss to occur so long as it is procedurally authorized, 

the public trust is weakened in practice, even if preserved in theory.

By establishing enforceable ecosystem rights grounded in science-backed claims and recognized 

customary knowledge, S.B. 3323 aligns environmental governance with ecological reality. Coral 

reefs and watersheds function as integrated living systems. Injury to one propagates harm 

throughout the whole of our shared living systems. Legal recognition of the citizen role in that 

dynamic allows citizens, communities and courts to act proportionally, restoratively, and 

preventively rather than reactively.

Importantly, S.B. 3323 does not diminish Native Hawaiian traditional and customary rights, agency 

authority, or the public trust doctrine. It expressly reinforces them. The bill preserves cogovernance, 

requires good faith consultation, and ensures that enforcement advances m"lama !"ina rather than 

substituting adversarial process for stewardship.

At a time when Hawai!iÕs watersheds a d reefs face accelerating decline from climate change, land-

based pollution, and biological stress, the question before the Legislature is whether the State will 



continue to rely on fragmented and unevenly applied enforcement mechanisms that address harm 

only after it becomes severe, or whether it will adopt a framework that allows ecosystems to be 

protected as the living trust resources they are.

S.B. 3323 answers that question responsibly and lawfully.

In closing, as the primary author of this bill who assigned ÒAuntie NaniÓ Verdel Berg of Kipahulu, 

Maui, as the namesake for the legislation, IÕd like to share a few words about this amazing Hawaiian 

woman, who passed into spirit in 2013.

Auntie Nani was an amazing person, and still is in spirit.  She was the ancestral heiress to the 

ahupuaa of PuaaLuu in Kipahulu, which was known to be a destination for priests who used to travel 

in old times to East Maui from across the island to obtain actual holy water that was used in spiritual 

ceremonies.

Auntie Nani was in body, as she remains in spirit, a true healer.  

Nani was known for being a truly formidable person with a heart of gold who would hold space for 

everyone.  Her Kipahulu lineage paired with her down to earth spirit made her a truly unique living 

bridge between the aina and the people of our modern world.

Anyone who knew Auntie Nani knew she was special, unlike anyone else, a person grounded in an 

uninterrupted lineage of healers, while being just about the most grounded and truly kind person 

you will ever meet.

If there is anyone I have ever met whose spirit can carry the mantle of this bill, it is Auntie Nani.

I appreciate the idea of everyone planning activities relating to watershed and reef ecosystems, 

from  boardrooms, to situation rooms, to government offices, to consider, Òhave we asked Nani#Ó

I also believe it is necessary and overdue to create a new thread of ecosystem enforcement that can 

be exercised by the people.

Enforcement agencies alone have not succeeded in preventing ecosystem collapse. This bill would 

empower the citizenry to create positive change for ecosystem restoration and protection, even 

when all the existing mechanisms have failed.

This bill creates a system-level redundancy in ecosystem enforcement, which can be used when the 



nominal regulatory systems fail to restore and protect ecosystems.

This is a good bill, and the public is happy to hear about new mechanisms to support ecosystem 

health in a time when the current systems are not sufficient to restore and protect the watersheds 

and reefs that are loved Ñ and in many cases, grieved Ñ by so many.

In closing, IÕm including a planting of Auntie Nani by David Mena, which I believe captures what 

everyone who knew Nani knows.  She was, and still is, a healer, at a time when healing is 

desperately needed by so many, including our living ecosystems.

Respectfully submitted,

Travis Liggett





 





SB-3323 
Submitted on: 2/7/2026 11:25:21 AM 
Testimony for AEN on 2/11/2026 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Philip Fernandez Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose SB3323. 

This bill is extreme and unnecessary.  By passing this bill, the state agencies will not be able to 
rationally manage resources.  Resources have been well managed and this bill should not be 
passed. 

  

 





SB-3323 
Submitted on: 2/9/2026 6:21:40 PM 
Testimony for AEN on 2/11/2026 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

James McCay Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

What an amazing opportunity to live what Hawaii should have been a leader in globally.   Please 
let's not wait and let's ensure the protection of what all the tourists come here to see and 
experience. 
 
Mahalo and malama pono, 

James McCay 

 



SB-3323 
Submitted on: 2/8/2026 11:13:53 PM 
Testimony for AEN on 2/11/2026 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Andrea Nandoskar Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Strongly support! 

 





SB-3323 
Submitted on: 2/8/2026 11:58:58 PM 
Testimony for AEN on 2/11/2026 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kristie Duarte Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support this bill 

 













SB-3323 
Submitted on: 2/9/2026 9:13:34 AM 
Testimony for AEN on 2/11/2026 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jane Taylor Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am in favor of considering the legal personhood of ecosystems and reefs. We need to stop 
thinking of them as "resources" and consider them more as foundational neighbors. 

 





Mahalo for introducing this important bill, 

Beth Anderson 

Kailua 

 





SB-3323 
Submitted on: 2/9/2026 11:05:58 AM 
Testimony for AEN on 2/11/2026 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Susan Bambara Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Please support SB3323. If corporations are now considered to have the same rights as people, 
then surely LIVING ECOSYSTEMS have even MORE right to be invested with rights and 
protections.  

There is no Plan(et) B!!! Wake up and support Mother EARTH and her ecosystems. All our lives 
actually do depend on it! 

 





SB-3323 
Submitted on: 2/9/2026 12:31:06 PM 
Testimony for AEN on 2/11/2026 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Hilary Smith Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am a snorkeler and scuba diver living on the Hamakua coast. Protecting Hawaii's coral 
ecosystems is extremely important to me. These ecosystems have a right to exist--not just for 
humans to enjoy them, but for their own sake. With the course we are on now, coral reefs won't 
be around for future generations--will we really allow that to happen? Let's pass this bill and give 
these ecosystems the protections they deserve. 

 



SB-3323 
Submitted on: 2/9/2026 1:36:04 PM 
Testimony for AEN on 2/11/2026 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Dana Keawe Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Support SB3323 

Dana Keawe 

 





SB-3323 
Submitted on: 2/9/2026 1:51:51 PM 
Testimony for AEN on 2/11/2026 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Stacey Alapai Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

Please SUPPORT SB3323 and the legal personhood of watersheds and coral reef ecosystems. 
This strengthens our collective committment to protect our public trust resources.  

  

If a corporation can be a "person", then we should absolutely apply that same personhood to the 
ecosystems we rely on to survive. 

  

Mahalo, 

Stacey Alapai, Maui 

 



SB-3323 
Submitted on: 2/9/2026 3:13:29 PM 
Testimony for AEN on 2/11/2026 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

fred hofer Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I, Fred Hofer,  

Strongly support this measure  

With all due respect; 

Fred Hofer  

96720 

 



SB-3323 
Submitted on: 2/9/2026 6:12:01 PM 
Testimony for AEN on 2/11/2026 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Marta Barreras Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Support SB3323 

Support the rights of nature 

 



SB-3323 
Submitted on: 2/9/2026 5:41:24 PM 
Testimony for AEN on 2/11/2026 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Shannon Rudolph Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

STRONGLY SUPPORT! 

 



SB-3323 
Submitted on: 2/10/2026 2:00:50 AM 
Testimony for AEN on 2/11/2026 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Johnnie-Mae L. Perry Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I, Johnnie-Mae L. Perry Support 

3323 SB RELATING TO ECOSYSTEM RIGHTS. 

 





SB-3323 
Submitted on: 2/10/2026 7:29:56 AM 
Testimony for AEN on 2/11/2026 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Edward Johnston Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

This is a brilliant, forward thinking Bill which clearly should become law. We must keep our 
streams/watersheds, estuaries, flowing and healthy. We must limit or eliminate water diversions 
which are not sustainable.  

 











SB-3323 
Submitted on: 2/10/2026 8:57:05 AM 
Testimony for AEN on 2/11/2026 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Regina Gregory Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

support 

 











SB-3323 
Submitted on: 2/10/2026 12:08:56 PM 
Testimony for AEN on 2/11/2026 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Madison Masek Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Heatlthy ecosystems provide healthy people. Protect nature so we as humans can survive. 

 





 









Mahalo. 

 





 



SB-3323 
Submitted on: 2/10/2026 7:07:09 PM 
Testimony for AEN on 2/11/2026 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jachelle Lucia Araiza Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair and Committee Members, 

My name is Jachelle Araiza and I am a graduate student from Mililani  

I support SB3323 because it strengthens Hawai'i's responsibility to protect coral reefs as living 
systems, not just resources. 

Coral reefs are the foundation of Hawaii's marine ecosystems and play a major role in protecting 
our shorelines, supporting fisheries, and sustaining cultural practices. Despite their importance, 
coral reefs continue to be harmed, and existing laws have not been enough to stop their decline. 

SB3323 provides a new and necessary legal tool by recognizing the rights of coral reefs. These 
laws allow the State to take action on behalf of reefs and hold parties accountable when harm 
occurs. This approach is consistent with Indigenous values and Hawai'i's public trust obligation 
to care for natural resources. 

Youth will inherit the outcomes of today's decisions. Supporting SB3323 is a way for Hawaii to 
lead with responsibility and ensure that coral reefs have a future. 

I urge you to support SB3323. 

Mahalo for the opportunity to submit testimony. 

 



SB-3323 
Submitted on: 2/10/2026 7:54:45 PM 
Testimony for AEN on 2/11/2026 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Katerina Gaines Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Hi thank you for taking the time to read my testimony. Please vote in support of SB3323. Coral 
reefs around the world are estimated to be at a 90% loss by 2050 unless we take urgent action to 
protect them. Supporting this bill means supporting Hawaiian peoples right to protect their land 
and waters. Coral reefs are a keystone species vital to supporting the life of fish that we humans 
also need to live. Protecting coral reefs means protecting us. Recognizing coral reefs as legal 
persons will allow them to be protected from harm and recognize their value on a systemic level 
granting them the legal protection they desperately need. Please vote in support of SB3323.  

 







SB-3323 
Submitted on: 2/10/2026 10:47:15 PM 
Testimony for AEN on 2/11/2026 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kinsley McEachern Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Honorable committe, 

I am writing today as a conservation biologist for the state of Hawai'i and someone who is in full 
support of SB 3323  which recognizes watersheds and coral reef ecosystems as 
legal persons with inherent and inalienable rights to exist, flourish, and naturally evolve.  This 
bill is long overdue as it establishes enforceable ecosystem rights grounded in public trust 
doctrine and Native Hawaiian customary stewardship.  Furthermore, I am in full support that it 
authorizes citizen enforcement, restorative and injunctive remedies, civil penalties, and 
continuing duties of ecological repair, including for historic harms. This bill will provide the 
healing and governance to native Hawaiians who are the stewards of this 'aina and kai and 
precious ecosystems. I am in support that this bill provides for open representation, community 
consultation, co-governance, and supremacy over conflicting laws. This legislation is necessary 
to protect the critically endangered species plants and animals who are indigenous to this place 
and deserve the uptmost protections and rights in order to prevent any more harm after many 
decades of harm from colonial and imperalism . The native ecosystems and species of Hawai'i 
deserve to heal and thrive and flourish in the way they were always intended to.  

  

Please pass forward this bill. With legislation like this conservation actions and management 
intended to conserve, restore and preserve indigenous Hawai'i will have more weight and 
significance and impact. 

Mahalo nui loa, 

Kinsley McEachern  

 



SB-3323 
Submitted on: 2/11/2026 12:56:53 AM 
Testimony for AEN on 2/11/2026 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Majik Wood Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

 
Aloha Chair and Committee Members, 
 
My name is Majik Wood, I am a youth of the Hilo community. I support SB3323 because it 
strengthens Hawaii's responsibility to protect coral reefs as living  systems and not just 
resources. 
 
Coral reefs are the foundation of Hawaii's 
Marine ecosystems and play a major role in protecting our shorelines, supporting fisheries and 
sustaining cultural practices. 
 
Despite their importance, coral reefs continue to be harmed and existing laws have not been 
enough to stop their decline. 
 
SB3323 provides a new and necessary legal tool by recognizing the rights of coral reefs. These 
laws allow the state to take action on behalf of the reefs and hold parties accountable when 
harm occurs. 
 
This approach is consistent with Indigenous values and Hawaii's public trust obligation to care 
for natural resources. 
 
Youth will inherit the outcomes of today's decisions. Supporting SB3323 is away for Hawaii to 
lead with responsibility and ensure that coral reefs have a future . 
 
I urge you to support SB3323. 
 
Mahalo for the opportunity to submit a testimony. 
 
 

 







SB-3323 
Submitted on: 2/11/2026 7:23:24 AM 
Testimony for AEN on 2/11/2026 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Diane Ware Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Dear Chair Ihara and committee members, 

I strongly support this bill and its intention to honor and protect'aina and Kai. 

The land is the chief and we are here to serve the the best use of our resources that can't speak for 
itself. 

Mahalo for this opportunity to comment, 

Diane Ware Volcano HI 96785-0698 
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