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Chair Chang, Vice Chair Hashimoto, and members of the Committee.

DEAN MINAKAMI
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

HHFDC supports with comments Senate Bill 2177, which seeks to clarify and streamline the
process for housing projects seeking exemptions under section 201H-38.

This bill will help expedite affordable housing development while maintaining essential

safeguards. With minor clarifications to the sections noted above, the bill can provide even
greater efficiency for developers. We suggest amending the bill as follows:

1.

Section 201H-38(1)(A). We recommend removing the proposed new language to
provide HHFDC and the counties flexibility in administering the 201H-38 program.

Section 201H-38(1)(C)(iii). We recommend that no modifications be made to the original

language, as there are no concerns that the proposed changes would resolve.

Section 201H-38(b). We recommend the following modifications to create accountability
and allow applicants time to address issues that may arise while an application is being
processed.

(b)

section.
of the corporation’s administrative rules,

The corporation or a county shall have thirty days to
accept a complete application submitted pursuant to this
Provided the application satisfies the requirements

shall have one hundred twenty days from acceptance of an

the corporation’s board of directors,

the corporation

application to process the application and bring it before

unless the applicant




requests additional time. A county agency processing an
application shall have one hundred twenty days from
acceptance of an application to transmit the application to
the county legislative body, unless the applicant requests
additional time.

4. Section 201H-38(c). This section is not necessary since the timeline for county
legislative bodies to act upon a project is set forth in 201H-38(a)(1)(C)

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.
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