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 POSITION: SUPPORT  

Imua Alliance supports SB 2054 SD2, relating to public safety, 
which prohibits the Hawaiʻi National Guard from deploying to 
assist federal troops, federal law enforcement, or the national 
guard of any other state operating in Hawaiʻi when the Governor 
has objected to the deployments. 
 
Imua Alliance is a Hawaiʻi-based organization dedicated to ending 
sexual exploitation and gender-based violence, and ensuring 
survivors—regardless of immigration status—can access safety, 
services, and justice. Many victims of exploitation in the islands 
are migrants. To ensure their path to safety from sexual and gender 
harm, we must defend their fundamental rights.  
 
This measure is an important safeguard that protects Hawaiʻi’s 
civil liberties and community safety by ensuring that military 
forces are not used in ways that undermine civilian governance or 
local oversight. Across the United States, the use of National 
Guard troops in domestic law enforcement contexts has increased 
in recent years, especially regarding enhanced immigration 
enforcement and political protests.  
 
While the National Guard plays a vital role in disaster response 
and emergency management, deployments involving civil unrest, 
immigration enforcement, or federal policing actions have raised 
serious legal and civil rights concerns. In several recent instances, 
federal deployments of military forces into civilian contexts have 
prompted legal challenges and court scrutiny. Courts have 
reaffirmed the longstanding principle that military forces should 



 
 

 

not be used as a substitute for civilian law enforcement except in 
the most extreme circumstances. 
 
This principle is embedded in the Posse Comitatus Act of 1878, 
which generally prohibits federal military forces from executing 
domestic laws unless expressly authorized by Congress. The law 
reflects a core democratic safeguard: the prevention of military 
involvement in routine civilian policing. Legal scholars and civil 
rights organizations have increasingly warned that the growing use 
of military forces in domestic enforcement roles risks escalating 
tensions during protests, increasing the likelihood of violence, and 
eroding public trust in government institutions. 
 
The constitutional relationship between the states and the federal 
government with respect to the National Guard is complex, but 
deliberate. The National Guard operates under a dual state-federal 
structure, meaning it can serve both state missions under the 
Governor and federal missions under presidential authority. In 
Perpich v. Department of Defense (1990), the United States 
Supreme Court affirmed that the National Guard maintains this 
dual status, recognizing both the federal government’s authority to 
activate National Guard units and the historic role of state militias 
under state leadership. 
 
This structure reflects the framers’ concern about centralized 
military power and their intent to preserve meaningful state 
oversight over militia forces. Measures like this reinforce that 
balance by ensuring Hawaiʻi’s National Guard cannot be used to 
facilitate federal operations in the State when the Governor has 
determined such deployments are inappropriate or countervail the 
regular administration of peace of public safety.  
 
The importance of protecting state sovereignty is especially 
significant in Hawaiʻi. The islands have a long and complicated 
history involving military authority and federal intervention. In 
1893, the overthrow of the Hawaiian Kingdom was supported by 
U.S. military forces, demonstrating how military involvement in 
political affairs can have profound and lasting consequences for 
democratic governance and indigenous sovereignty. Later, during 
World War II, Hawaiʻi was placed under martial law for nearly 
three years, with civilian courts suspended and military authorities 
exercising broad control over civilian life. 
 



 
 

 

These historical experiences serve as powerful reminders of why 
clear boundaries between military power and civilian governance 
remain essential. Today, Hawaiʻi continues to host one of the 
largest concentrations of U.S. military installations in the world 
relative to its population. While the military plays an important 
role in disaster response, this reality also underscores the need for 
strong protections ensuring that military forces are not used in 
ways that undermine local authority or civil rights. 
 
Across the country, immigrant communities have reported 
increased fear when militarized enforcement operations occur in 
their neighborhoods. This dynamic can undermine public safety by 
eroding trust between residents and public institutions. By 
ensuring that Hawaiʻi’s National Guard cannot be compelled to 
support federal deployments that the Governor has opposed, this 
proposal preserves community trust and reinforces the principle 
that public safety in Hawaiʻi should remain grounded in civilian 
institutions accountable to the people of this State. 
 
At a time when domestic deployments of military forces are 
increasingly contested across the country, this measure ensures 
that Hawaiʻi maintains clear oversight of how military resources 
within the State may be used. 
 
 
 
With aloha, 

Kris Coffield  
President, Imua Alliance  

 



 

IN SUPPORT OF SB2054 
 

 
The Libertarian Party of Hawaii strongly supports 
SB2054, the Defend Hawaii Bill. As Hawaii's leading 
voice for individual liberty, limited government, and 
constitutional fidelity, we have championed this 
measure from the start—through our Defend Hawaii 
campaign, activism packets, template testimonies, and 
direct advocacy. SB2054 prohibits the Hawaii National 
Guard from assisting federal troops, federal law 
enforcement, or out-of-state national guards in Hawaii 
when the Governor objects, thereby reclaiming state 
sovereignty over our militia and preventing its misuse 
in federal overreach. This is a pragmatic victory for the 
Bill of Rights. The government exists to protect rights, 
not to initiate force against the people. 
 
We are aware of opposition from the Hawaii National 
Guard, including concerns in testimony that the bill 
could create legal risks or liabilities for commanders 

and service members such as conflicts between state and federal obligations, potential exposure 
to prosecution or claims for non-assistance, and issues from dual-status frameworks. These 
concerns fundamentally misunderstand the bill's narrow and protective scope.  

 
This measure:  

●​ Does not compel disobedience to lawful federal orders;  
●​ Does not apply when the Guard is federalized under Title 10 (under federal command);  
●​ Does not interfere with actions required by existing federal or state law (with clear 

carve-outs);  
●​ Does not impose new personal liabilities. 

 
It clarifies boundaries to eliminate ambiguity and reduce risk. Limited to state-controlled 

units (Title 32 or state active duty) and triggered only by the Governor's explicit objection to 
specific in-state deployments, SB2054 aligns duties with the 10th Amendment's reservation of 
powers, shields Guard members from being forced into constitutionally dubious federal 
operations (such as those violating the 4th Amendment), and ensures they follow clear, lawful 
gubernatorial directives. This bill is aimed at reducing exposure rather than increasing it. 
Historical state refusals to assist in certain federal actions demonstrate that such assertions of 
authority do not lead to widespread individual jeopardy. 



 

 
The 10th Amendment reserves to the state all powers not delegated to the federal 

government. Authority over unfederalized state militias is a core reserved power. SB2054 
enforces this by preventing compelled state assistance that dilutes Hawaii's control and turns our 
Guard into an arm of federal agendas that may conflict with local priorities or constitutional 
limits. 
 

The 2nd Amendment declares a well-regulated Militia necessary to the security of a free 
state. Hawaii's citizen-soldiers are dedicated to defending our islands, responding to disasters, 
and protecting communities. By barring unauthorized federal or out-of-state cooperation, 
SB2054 preserves this militia's integrity, ensuring it serves Hawaii's interests rather than being 
diverted to domestic enforcement or other missions that could infringe on individual rights or 
undermine public trust. This honors the Founders' vision of armed, self-reliant citizens as a check 
against tyranny. 
 

Furthermore, SB2054 bolsters 4th Amendment protections against unreasonable searches 
and seizures. It prevents state resources from enabling federal actions that violate privacy and 
liberty. In Hawaii, with our unique cultural heritage, Native Hawaiian sensitivities to external 
overreach, and isolation in the Pacific, withholding Guard support from such operations is 
essential to safeguarding residents' rights and preventing echoes of historical injustices. 
 

We commend the bill's sponsors for advancing this critical reform. In an era of expanding 
federal power, SB2054 is a step toward restoring balance: less centralized coercion, more local 
self-determination, and true security through constitutional limits. Hawaii can lead the nation in 
defending liberty by passing this bill. 
 

The Libertarian Party of Hawaii urges the committee to pass SB2054 unanimously 
without weakening amendments. Let us reclaim our sovereignty, honor our Constitution, and 
Defend Hawaii. 
 
In liberty, 
Abbra Green | LPHI Secretary | LibertarianHawaii.com | (808)824-LPHI 

http://libertarianhawaii.com


 
COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC SAFETY 
Rep. Della Au Belatti, Chair 
Rep. Kim Coco Iwamoto, Vice Chair 
 
HEARING: Wednesday, March 18, 2026 at 9:30 am; Conference Room 411 and via Videoconference 
 
TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF SB 2054, SD2 - RELATING TO PUBLIC SAFETY. 
 
Aloha Chair Belatti, Vice Chair Iwamoto, Rep. Poepoe for Maui Nui, Rep. Woodson of Maui, and Members of the 
Committee, 
 
My name is Veronica Mendoza, Founding Executive Director of Roots Reborn and a founding coalition member of El 
Pueblo en Acción (EPA) Maui — The People in Action Maui. I am writing in strong support of SB 2054, SD2, which 
prohibits the Hawaii National Guard from deploying to assist federal troops, federal law enforcement, or the national 
guard of any other state operating in Hawaii when the governor has objected to the deployments. 
 
Roots Reborn is a grassroots, multicultural immigrant-justice and disaster-response organization serving migrant and 
immigrant communities on Maui and beyond. Born out of the August 2023 wildfires, we immediately stepped in to 
move aid, navigate systems alongside families, and build the trusted relationships that still anchor our work today. 
What began as wildfire response has grown into essential infrastructure for immigrant communities facing 
overlapping crises—from recovery and housing instability to shifting federal policies, increased enforcement, and 
rising fear. The trust we have built has given us proximity to hear stories that rarely reach these chambers.  
 
Here on Maui, about 600 members of the Hawaii National Guard were deployed to support our community with 
recovery after the 2023 wildfires. They provided needed support to Maui at that time and their service here 
strengthened the bond of respect and appreciation that Maui residents have for the Hawaii National Guard. 
Unfortunately, that good will is at risk because of what we have witnessed on the mainland. For months we have seen 
the national guard of other states federalized and deployed in states over the objection of the state’s governor. This 
tactic of deploying a state’s national guard over the objection of the state’s governor to engage in federalized activity 
directed at residents of their home state has upended the public perception of the guard as trusted figures engaged in 
disaster relief and community support in times of need. Policing their friends, family members, and neighbors at the 
direction of the federal government has reportedly damaged relationships between the guard and the communities 
they serve, impaired readiness, and lowered morale. We support SB 2054, SD2, because use of the national guard 
by the federal government over the governor’s objection would undermine trust in the Hawaii National Guard, 
unnecessarily heighten fear in the public, and interfere with readiness of the Guard to serve its intended state and 
community purposes. 

On Maui, we are already witnessing an erosion of trust and an increase in fear as the result of aggressive federal 
agents and their vastly broadened scope of activity. Community members are afraid to go to work and children are 
unable to go to school. We have heard stories from healthcare providers of patients forgoing critical care, and from 
faith leaders that people feel unable to attend religious services due to fear of confrontation by federal agents. Trust in 
law enforcement of all kinds, even our local police departments, has eroded as a result. We support SB 2054, SD 2, 
as an appropriate protection of the mission of the Hawaii National Guard by codifying in state law that the Hawaii 
National Guard not be deployed over the objection of the governor.  

Sinceramente, 
 
 

Veronica Mendoza 
Maui Roots Reborn, Founding Executive Director 
El Pueblo en Accion Maui, Founding Coalition Member 

Maui Roots Reborn, Inc. is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization 
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March 16, 2026 

 
 
 
House Committee on Public Safety 
Rep. Della Au Belatti, Chair 
Rep. Kim Coco Iwamoto, Vice Chair 

 
Testimony in Strong Support of SB 2054 

 
Chair Belatti, Vice Chair Iwamoto, and Committee Members: 
 
UNITE HERE Local 5 represents 10,000 working people in the hotel, food service and health care 
industries across Hawaii. The experiences of our sister locals elsewhere in the U.S., including 
Minneapolis, Los Angeles, and Washington DC, make clear to us that it is necessary to take 
action to rein in ICE and DHS across the country.  
 
We do not want our union members, their families, or anyone else in our community to be 
targeted, terrorized, assaulted, kidnapped, or killed by government agents or anyone else. We do 
not want their rights to be violated. All people should be treated with respect and dignity. 
 
We urge your support of SB 2054. This measure is an important step toward greater 
accountability and safeguarding the most vulnerable people in our community. 
 
Thank you. 
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COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC SAFETY 
Rep. Della Au Belatti, Chair 
Rep. Kim Coco Iwamoto, Vice Chair 
 
HEARING:  
Wednesday, March 18, 2026 at 9:30 am 
Conference Room 411 and via Videoconference 
 
TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF SB 2054, SD2 - RELATING TO PUBLIC SAFETY. 
 
Aloha Chair Belatti, Vice Chair Iwamoto, Rep. Poepoe for Maui Nui, Rep. Woodson of Maui, and Members of the 
Committee, 
 
My name is Christine Andrews and I am a long-term resident of  Wailuku, Maui.  I am also an attorney licensed in 
the state of Hawaii for over 25 years and a founding coalition member of El Pueblo en Acción (EPA) Maui — The 
People in Action Maui. I am writing today in strong support of SB 2054, SD2, which prohibits the Hawaii 
National Guard from deploying to assist federal troops, federal law enforcement, or the national guard of any 
other state operating in Hawaii when the governor has objected to the deployments. 
 
I currently volunteer as a Know Your Rights and constitutional protector trainer and educator statewide. I have 
helped train teachers and students, business owners and union members, faith leaders and health care providers, 
parents and senior citizens on what their constitutional rights are, that these rights apply to all within the United 
States, regardless of citizenship status, and how to ensure these rights are not violated. I have also trained them 
how to prepare themselves, their staff, and their places of work and community service for interactions with 
federal agents.  
 
As an attorney, it has been hard to witness what is happening on the mainland. It was especially chilling to see 
state national guard being deployed over the objection of the governors of the state whose guard was deployed and 
over the objection of the governors of the state they were deployed to. It is beyond the scope of the intended 
purpose of the national guard for them to engage in law enforcement matters in the manner that they were. I was 
living in St Paul, Minnesota at the time that the state national guard was deployed there, at the request of the 
governor, and in response to civil unrest. I remember walking with my daughter down the street in my 
neighborhood, and having the guard there, with their military vehicles and weapons. It was unnerving then. More 
recently, I visited my daughter at graduate school in Baltimore while the national guard was deployed in 
Washington, DC. I traveled to DC and the presence of the national guard there made it feel like I was not in the 
United States anymore. DC always has a ton of law enforcement presence, but I have never seen anything like the 
national guard in their military garb, carrying weapons like that. It felt dystopian. 
 
I live on Maui, and I remember when the Hawaii National Guard was deployed here to assist after the 2023 
wildfires. The image in my mind, like the popular imagination, is that our national guard is here to help us in the 
event of a disaster. I want to keep it that way. I do not want our Guard deployed over the objection of the 
governor, simply as a matter of public safety and state’s rights, and there is also the broader issue of costs and 
care. It seemed that there was uncertainty about who was paying for the forced deployments on the mainland, and 
that the Guard were not properly provided for or housed. Hawaii cannot and should not bear the financial cost, 
the reputational cost, or the readiness cost of deploying our Guard over the objection of the governor. That is why 
I respectfully request your vote in support of SB 2054, SD2. 
 
Mahalo, 
 
Christine Andrews, JD 
Wailuku, Maui 
 











SB-2054-SD-2 

Submitted on: 3/12/2026 3:54:38 PM 

Testimony for PBS on 3/18/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Margaret ANN Renick Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I strongly support passage of this bill! 

 



SB-2054-SD-2 

Submitted on: 3/12/2026 6:53:34 PM 

Testimony for PBS on 3/18/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Julie Rivers Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I am writing in strong support of SB2054 both personally and as a member of the Indivisible 

Hawaii State Network (IHSN).  

As we have seen in Los Angeles, Portland OR, Minneapolis, and now Maine, among other cities, 

the federal deployment of ICE, CBP and other agencies is a threat to civil society, the rule of 

law, and the very lives of our neighbors and family members. The President called out the 

California National Guard over the objection of the state Governor, and according to court 

decisions in violation of the U.S. Constitution. Hawaii must act now, before the crisis comes to 

our shores with massive force, to protect our Guard and the people of the state from the rampant 

unlawful, unconstituional, overreach of the Trump administration and federal agencies.  

SB2054 will provide one piece of a defense against federal power being used to abuse our 

people. I strongly urge its passage. 

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify on this important issue. 

Aloha, Julie Rivers 

 



SB-2054-SD-2 

Submitted on: 3/12/2026 7:19:56 PM 

Testimony for PBS on 3/18/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Dwight T. Martin Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I am a registered Hawaii voter, resident, member of the Indivisible Hawaii State Network 

(IHSN).  I am writing in strong support of SB2054 to amend §121-30 HRS to prohibit 

Hawaii National Guard from assisting or cooperating with either the National Guard of 

another state or federal troops or law enforcement deployed to Hawaii if the Governor has 

objected to the deployment, except as required by law. 

Mahalo. 

 



SB-2054-SD-2 

Submitted on: 3/12/2026 7:25:15 PM 

Testimony for PBS on 3/18/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Tim Huycke Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I strongly support SB2054.   

  

 



SB-2054-SD-2 

Submitted on: 3/12/2026 7:44:50 PM 

Testimony for PBS on 3/18/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Lily Troy MD  Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I support SB2054 SD2  

 



SB-2054-SD-2 

Submitted on: 3/13/2026 1:44:11 AM 

Testimony for PBS on 3/18/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kanani Kai Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I Strongly Support SB2054. 

I am writing in strong support of SB2054 both personally and as a member of the Indivisible 

Hawaii State Network (IHSN). This Bill would amend §121-30 HRS to prohibit Hawaii National 

Guard from assisting or cooperating with either the National Guard of another state or federal 

troops or law enforcement deployed to Hawaii if the Governor has objected to the deployment, 

except as required by law. 

As we have seen in Los Angeles, Portland OR, Minneapolis, and now Maine, among other cities, 

the federal deployment of ICE, CBP and other agencies is a threat to civil society, the rule of 

law, and the very lives of our neighbors and family members. The President called out the 

California National Guard over the objection of the state Governor, and according to court 

decisions in violation of the U.S. Constitution. Hawaii must act now, before the crisis comes to 

our shores with massive force, to protect our Guard and the people of the state from the rampant 

unlawful, unconstituional, overreach of the Trump administration and federal agencies. 

SB2054 will provide one piece of a defense against federal power being used to abuse our 

people. I strongly urge its passage. 

Mahalo. 

Kanani Kai 

Member Indivisible Hawaii. 

  

 



SB-2054-SD-2 

Submitted on: 3/13/2026 8:06:55 AM 

Testimony for PBS on 3/18/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Lois Langham  Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

    SB2054 LIMITS NATIONAL GUARD DEPLOYMENT 

  

I am writing in strong support of SB2054 both personally and as a member of the Indivisible 

Hawaii State Network (IHSN). This Bill would amend §121-30 HRS to prohibit Hawaii National 

Guard from assisting or cooperating with either the National Guard of another state or federal 

troops or law enforcement deployed to Hawaii if the Governor has objected to the deployment, 

except as required by law. 

  

As we have seen in Los Angeles, Portland OR, Minneapolis, and now Maine, among other cities, 

the federal deployment of ICE, CBP and other agencies is a threat to civil society, the rule of 

law, and the very lives of our neighbors and family members. The President called out the 

California National Guard over the objection of the state Governor, and according to court 

decisions in violation of the U.S. Constitution. Hawaii must act now, before the crisis comes to 

our shores with massive force, to protect our Guard and the people of the state from the rampant 

unlawful, unconstituional, overreach of the Trump administration and federal agencies.  

  

SB2054 will provide one piece of a defense against federal power being used to abuse our 

people. I strongly urge its passage. 

  

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this important issue. 

  

[Signed]Lois Langham 

 



SB-2054-SD-2 

Submitted on: 3/13/2026 10:17:43 AM 

Testimony for PBS on 3/18/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

James E Raymond Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Thank you. I am a member of Indivisible Windward. 

 





SB-2054-SD-2 

Submitted on: 3/13/2026 12:15:52 PM 

Testimony for PBS on 3/18/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

lynne matusow Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

 I am in full support. Our national guard members should not be forced to conduct operations 

such as have been done in mainland cities, with Minneapolis the prime example. The governor 

gets to decide, not Trump, not Noem, soon to be out of her job, nor anyone else. 

 

Please move this bill forward. 

 

lynne matusow 

 



SB-2054-SD-2 

Submitted on: 3/13/2026 2:04:30 PM 

Testimony for PBS on 3/18/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kehaulani Coleman Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Thank you 

 



SB-2054-SD-2 

Submitted on: 3/14/2026 8:10:33 AM 

Testimony for PBS on 3/18/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kathleen Dickson Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I am writing in strong support of SB2054. This Bill would amend §121-30 HRS to prohibit 

Hawaii National Guard from assisting or cooperating with either the National Guard of 

another state or federal troops or law enforcement deployed to Hawaii if the Governor has 

objected to the deployment, except as required by law. 

As we have seen in MULTIPLE cities, the federal deployment of ICE, CBP and other 

agencies is a threat to civil society, the rule of law, and the very lives of our neighbors and 

family members. The President called out the California National Guard over the objection 

of the state Governor, which according to court decisions is in violation of the U.S. 

Constitution. Hawaii must act now, before the crisis comes to our shores with massive 

force, to protect our Guard and the people of the state from the rampant unlawful, 

unconstituional, overreach of the current administration and federal agencies.  

SB2054 will provide one piece of a defense against federal power being used to abuse our 

people. I strongly urge its passage. 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this important issue. 

Kathleen "kate" Dickson 

Waikiki 

 

  

 



SB-2054-SD-2 

Submitted on: 3/14/2026 8:46:16 AM 

Testimony for PBS on 3/18/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Denize Machit Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I am writing in strong support of SB2054 both personally and as a member of the Indivisible 

Hawaii State Network (IHSN). This Bill would amend §121-30 HRS to prohibit Hawaii National 

Guard from assisting or cooperating with either the National Guard of another state or federal 

troops or law enforcement deployed to Hawaii if the Governor has objected to the deployment, 

except as required by law. 

  

As we have seen in Los Angeles, Portland OR, Minneapolis, and now Maine, among other cities, 

the federal deployment of ICE, CBP and other agencies is a threat to civil society, the rule of 

law, and the very lives of our neighbors and family members. The President called out the 

California National Guard over the objection of the state Governor, and according to court 

decisions in violation of the U.S. Constitution. Hawaii must act now, before the crisis comes to 

our shores with massive force, to protect our Guard and the people of the state from the rampant 

unlawful, unconstituional, overreach of the Trump administration and federal agencies.  

  

SB2054 will provide one piece of a defense against federal power being used to abuse our 

people. I strongly urge its passage. 

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify on this important issue. 

Denize Machit 

  

 



SB-2054-SD-2 

Submitted on: 3/14/2026 9:29:30 AM 

Testimony for PBS on 3/18/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Michelle Bonk Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I am writing in strong support of SB2054 both personally, as a combat veteran, and as a member 

of the Indivisible Hawaii State Network (IHSN). 

This Bill would amend §121-30 HRS to prohibit Hawaii National Guard from assisting or 

cooperating with either the National Guard of another state or federal troops or law enforcement 

deployed to Hawaii if the Governor has objected to the deployment, except as required by law. 

SB2054 will provide one piece of a defense against federal power being used to abuse our 

people. I strongly urge its passage. 

 







SB-2054-SD-2 

Submitted on: 3/14/2026 11:36:10 PM 

Testimony for PBS on 3/18/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Gaye Chan Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

SB2054 will provide one defense against federal overreach. I strongly urge its passage. 

 



SB-2054-SD-2 

Submitted on: 3/15/2026 11:56:15 AM 

Testimony for PBS on 3/18/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Brodie Lockard Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I support SB2054 SD2.  

 



SB-2054-SD-2 

Submitted on: 3/15/2026 3:04:25 PM 

Testimony for PBS on 3/18/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Calvin Black Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I am a member of Indivisible. Thank you for supporting this bill. 

 



SB-2054-SD-2 

Submitted on: 3/15/2026 3:28:24 PM 

Testimony for PBS on 3/18/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Bridget Llanes Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha Chair Rhoads, Vice Chair Gabbard, and Members of the Committee, 

 

I am writing in strong support of SB2054 both personally and as a member of the Indivisible 

Hawaii State Network (IHSN). This Bill would amend §121-30 HRS to prohibit Hawaii National 

Guard from assisting or cooperating with either the National Guard of another state or federal 

troops or law enforcement deployed to Hawaii if the Governor has objected to the deployment, 

except as required by law. 

As we have seen in Los Angeles, Portland OR, Minneapolis, and now Maine, among other cities, 

the federal deployment of ICE, CBP and other agencies is a threat to civil society, the rule of 

law, and the very lives of our neighbors and family members. The President called out the 

California National Guard over the objection of the state Governor, and according to court 

decisions in violation of the U.S. Constitution. Hawaii must act now, before the crisis comes to 

our shores with massive force, to protect our Guard and the people of the state from the rampant 

unlawful, unconstituional, overreach of the Trump administration and federal agencies.  

SB2054 will provide one piece of a defense against federal power being used to abuse our 

people. I strongly urge its passage. 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this important issue. 

Mahalo, 

Bridget Llanes, Waianae 

  

 



SB-2054-SD-2 

Submitted on: 3/15/2026 5:20:25 PM 

Testimony for PBS on 3/18/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Robert Justice, M.D. Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha Representative Della Au Bellati, Chair, Representative Kim Coco Iwamoto, Vice Chair, 

Representative Kanani Souza from my district, and all Committee Members, 

I am a resident of Kapolei and a member of the Indivisible Hawaii Statewide Network. I am 

writing today to provide testimony in strong support of SB2054 SD2. This Bill would amend 

§121-30 HRS to prohibit the Hawaii National Guard from assisting or cooperating with either the 

National Guard of another state or federal troops or law enforcement deployed to Hawaii if the 

Governor has objected to the deployment, except as required by law. 

As we have seen in Los Angeles, Portland, Minneapolis, and other cities, the federal deployment 

of ICE, CBP and other agencies is a threat to civil society, the rule of law, and the very lives of 

our neighbors and family members. The President called out the California National Guard over 

the objection of the state Governor, and according to court decisions in violation of the U.S. 

Constitution. Hawaii must act now, before the crisis comes to our shores with massive force, to 

protect our Guard and the people of the state from the rampant unlawful, unconstituional, 

overreach of the Trump administration and federal agencies.  

SB2054 will provide one piece of a defense against federal power being used to abuse our 

people. I strongly urge its passage. 

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify on this important issue. 

Respectfully, 

Robert L. Justice, M.D. 
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Submitted on: 3/15/2026 5:28:34 PM 
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Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Gail Morrison Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I am writing in strong support of SB2054 both personally and as a member of the Indivisible 

Hawaii State Network (IHSN). This Bill would amend §121-30 HRS to prohibit Hawaii National 

Guard from assisting or cooperating with either the National Guard of another state or federal 

troops or law enforcement deployed to Hawaii if the Governor has objected to the deployment, 

except as required by law. 

As we have seen in Los Angeles, Portland OR, Minneapolis, and now Maine, among other cities, 

the federal deployment of ICE, CBP and other agencies is a threat to civil society, the rule of 

law, and the very lives of our neighbors and family members. The President called out the 

California National Guard over the objection of the state Governor, and according to court 

decisions in violation of the U.S. Constitution. Hawaii must act now, before the crisis comes to 

our shores with massive force, to protect our Guard and the people of the state from the rampant 

unlawful, unconstituional, overreach of the Trump administration and federal agencies.  

SB2054 will provide one piece of a defense against federal power being used to abuse our 

people. I strongly urge its passage. 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this important issue. 

Gail Morrison, Honolulu 

 



SB-2054-SD-2 

Submitted on: 3/15/2026 6:46:39 PM 
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Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Judith Mura Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I STRONGHLY SUPPORT SB2054 SD2 
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Submitted on: 3/15/2026 9:33:16 PM 

Testimony for PBS on 3/18/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jesse Hutchison Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I strongly support this bill.  

Thank you! 
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Janet Teare Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Thank you for supporting this bill to prevent our Hawaii National Guard from supporting Federal 

deployments to Hawaii. I'm a member of East Hawaii Indivisible. 

  

 







Testimony of Jeremiah Brown 
In SUPPORT of SB2054 SD2 
 
Representative Della Au Belatti, Chair 
Representative Kim Coco Iwamoto, Vice Chair 
 
Hearing Date: March 18, 2026 
 
Dear Chair Della Au Belatti, Vice Chair Kim Coco Iwamoto, and members of the Committee on 
Public Safety, 
 
Dear Chair Glenn Wakai, Vice Chair Stanley Chang, and members of the Committee on Energy 
and Intergovernmental Affairs; Chair Carol Fukunaga, Vice Chair Chris Lee, and members of 
Committee on Public Safety and Military Affairs. 
 
My name is Jeremiah Brown, and I submit this testimony in support of SB2054, a measure 
relating to public safety that prohibits the Hawaiʻi National Guard from deploying to assist 
federal troops, federal law enforcement, or the National Guard of another state operating in 
Hawaiʻi when the Governor has objected to those deployments. 
 
I am teacher and I am testifying as an individual. We have seen the Trump administration send 
National Guard units across state borders to assist with immigration enforcement operations. For 
example, Texas National Guard units were sent to Chicago. There is no reason to think this 
couldn’t happen here in Hawai‘i at some point in the future.  
 
SB2054 SD2is important because it reinforces local accountability and clear lines of authority 
when outside forces operate in Hawaiʻi. When the Governor has formally objected to a 
deployment, Hawaiʻi should not be required to provide personnel, resources, or operational 
support that could expand or legitimize that deployment. This bill creates a straightforward 
guardrail: if Hawaiʻi’s Governor objects, Hawaiʻi resources should not be used to assist that 
operation. It also provides clarity for National Guard leadership and helps prevent mission creep 
where “support” activities gradually become deeper involvement. Just as importantly, SB2054 
SD2 helps protect community trust. Large-scale or controversial deployments can increase fear 
and confusion, especially in communities that have reason to worry about aggressive 
enforcement. When residents feel their state is aligned with transparency and accountability, they 
are more likely to trust public institutions and cooperate during true emergencies. For these 
reasons, I respectfully request that the Committee PASS SB2054 SD2. Mahalo for the 
opportunity to provide testimony. 
 
Sincerely, 
Jeremiah Brown 
Waialua, Oahu 
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Jessica Kuzmier Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha, I am writing in support of SB2054.   I  believe codifying into state law a statute which 

helps guard against federal overreach and allows the governor to have agency in this 

matter.   Mahalo for your consideration. 

 



SB-2054-SD-2 

Submitted on: 3/16/2026 3:48:02 PM 

Testimony for PBS on 3/18/2026 9:30:00 AM 
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Doris Segal Matsunaga Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

As a grandmother living in Waimea on Hawaii Island, I am writing in strong support of SB2054 

both personally and as a member of the Indivisible Hawaii State Network (IHSN). This Bill 

would amend §121-30 HRS to prohibit Hawaii National Guard from assisting or cooperating 

with either the National Guard of another state or federal troops or law enforcement deployed to 

Hawaii if the Governor has objected to the deployment, except as required by law. 

  

As we have seen in Los Angeles, Portland OR, Minneapolis, and now Maine, among other cities, 

the federal deployment of ICE, CBP and other agencies is a threat to civil society, the rule of 

law, and the very lives of our neighbors and family members. The President called out the 

California National Guard over the objection of the state Governor, and according to court 

decisions in violation of the U.S. Constitution. Hawaii must act now, before the crisis comes to 

our shores with massive force, to protect our Guard and the people of the state from the rampant 

unlawful, unconstituional, overreach of the Trump administration and federal agencies.  

  

SB2054 will provide one piece of a defense against federal power being used to abuse our 

people. I strongly urge its passage. 

  

 



SB-2054-SD-2 

Submitted on: 3/16/2026 5:13:19 PM 

Testimony for PBS on 3/18/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Cheryl Bellamy Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I am writing in strong support of SB2054 both personally and as a member of the Indivisible 

Hawaii State Network (IHSN). This Bill would amend §121-30 HRS to prohibit Hawaii National 

Guard from assisting or cooperating with either the National Guard of another state or federal 

troops or law enforcement deployed to Hawaii if the Governor has objected to the deployment, 

except as required by law. 

As we have seen in Los Angeles, Portland OR, Minneapolis, and now Maine, among other cities, 

the federal deployment of ICE, CBP and other agencies is a threat to civil society, the rule of 

law, and the very lives of our neighbors and family members. The President called out the 

California National Guard over the objection of the state Governor, and according to court 

decisions in violation of the U.S. Constitution. Hawaii must act now, before the crisis comes to 

our shores with massive force, to protect our Guard and the people of the state from the rampant 

unlawful, unconstituional, overreach of the Trump administration and federal agencies.  

SB2054 will provide one piece of a defense against federal power being used to abuse our 

people. I strongly urge its passage. 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this important issue 

 



SB-2054-SD-2 

Submitted on: 3/16/2026 7:03:57 PM 

Testimony for PBS on 3/18/2026 9:30:00 AM 
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Richard S Velasquez Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

protect our NTional Guardfrom being used for this kind of unconstitutional activity  
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Jane Aquino Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I am writing in strong support of SB2054 both personally and as a member of the Indivisible 

Hawaii State Network (IHSN). This Bill would amend §121-30 HRS to prohibit Hawaii National 

Guard from assisting or cooperating with either the National Guard of another state or federal 

troops or law enforcement deployed to Hawaii if the Governor has objected to the deployment, 

except as required by law. 

  

As we have seen in Los Angeles, Portland OR, Minneapolis, and now Maine, among other cities, 

the federal deployment of ICE, CBP and other agencies is a threat to civil society, the rule of 

law, and the very lives of our neighbors and family members. The President called out the 

California National Guard over the objection of the state Governor, and according to court 

decisions in violation of the U.S. Constitution. Hawaii must act now, before the crisis comes to 

our shores with massive force, to protect our Guard and the people of the state from the rampant 

unlawful, unconstituional, overreach of the Trump administration and federal agencies.  

  

SB2054 will provide one piece of a defense against federal power being used to abuse our 

people. I strongly urge its passage. 

  

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this important issue. 

Jane Aquino, Indivisible 

 



iwamoto1
Text Box
 LATE *Testimony submitted late may not be considered by the Committee for decision making purposes. 

iwamoto1
New Stamp

iwamoto1
Late





iwamoto1
Text Box
 LATE *Testimony submitted late may not be considered by the Committee for decision making purposes. 

iwamoto1
Late

iwamoto1
New Stamp





iwamoto1
Text Box
 LATE *Testimony submitted late may not be considered by the Committee for decision making purposes. 

iwamoto1
New Stamp

iwamoto1
Late





iwamoto1
Text Box
 LATE *Testimony submitted late may not be considered by the Committee for decision making purposes. 

iwamoto1
Late

iwamoto1
New Stamp



iwamoto1
Text Box
 LATE *Testimony submitted late may not be considered by the Committee for decision making purposes. 

iwamoto1
New Stamp

iwamoto1
Late





iwamoto1
Text Box
 LATE *Testimony submitted late may not be considered by the Committee for decision making purposes. 

iwamoto1
New Stamp

iwamoto1
Late





iwamoto1
Text Box
 LATE *Testimony submitted late may not be considered by the Committee for decision making purposes. 

iwamoto1
Late

iwamoto1
New Stamp



SB-2054-SD-2 

Submitted on: 3/17/2026 2:18:00 PM 

Testimony for PBS on 3/18/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Robert I Nehmad Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I am a resident of the City & County of Honolulu and support this Bill. 

Please approve the Bill 

  

Mahalo 
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Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Deanna Espinas Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Testimony in support.  Thank you. 
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