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This recitation of history is difficult by design. It is the record Congress relied on to create the 
trust, and the record that justifies it today. Congress recognized a cognizable harm to Native 
Hawaiians, chose land as the remedy to those harms, and the U.S. and State bound themselves to 
that remedy by compact.



ʻĀina 
Hoʻokū ʻono ʻonoTerritorial Homesteading & Kūhiō’s Critiques

The industry had 
infiltrated 
government, and 
concentrated land 
and wealth in the 
hands of few.

Sugar Industry
Possessed the desire 
to see the success of 
homesteading, but 
lacked the political 
will to depart from the 
industry influence.

Governor Frear

Sugar revenue is not 
adequately directed 
to homesteading.

Tax Revenue
Lessors, particularly 
the plantations, had 
been selling off 
leased lands to 
increase profits.

Lease Flipping

Ka Nūpepa Kūʻokoʻa, Oct. 20, 1911



Kūhiō’s Campaign
The Fight for Homesteading Reform

Kūhiō proceeds to 
tour the Territory 
explaining the Bill to 
Native Hawaiians and 
Territorial-residents 
alike

Speech Tour

After more than a 
decade of Kūhiō’s 
criticism, the Sugar 
industry and media 
lead on onslaught of 
campaigns to 
misguide Native 
Hawaiians on the bill.

Sugar Fights 
Back

“Too many Hawaiians 
have said in effect: 
ʻGive us the best land 
you’ve got, give us all 
the money you can, 
feed us on poi and 
fish, and we’ll be 
happy.ʻ I want to tell 
you that you never 
will succeed unless 
you get out and 
hustle.” 

Managing 
Expectations

Honolulu Star Bulletin, June 25, 1920



HHCA
ʻĀina Hoʻopulapula & Early Homesteading

Hawaiian Homes 
Commission urges 
homesteaders to 
grow plants best 
suited for their 
property - even if they 
are unfamiliar - 
including alfalfa, rice, 
and other non-native 
crops

Agricultural 
Diversification

An urging of frugality 
and financial 
readiness to afford 
the transition to 
Hawaiian Home 
Lands, and a mandate 
that Hawaiians be 
prepared to move 
wherever necessary if 
they are interested.

Commission 
Manaʻo

“In my campaign, 
Senator, I said to the 
Hawaiians, ‘Do not 
ever run off with the 
idea that this bill is 
going to give lands 
and money to you to
do as you please 
with.” 

The Floor of 
Congress

Rep. Kalanianaʻole - HHCA 
House Hearing Dec. 14, 
1920 For HR 13500

Ka Nūpepa Kūʻokoʻa, Nov. 18, 1921



Statehood
Transition of Oversight

Honolulu Star Bulletin, May 1, 1950 Honolulu Star Bulletin, June 7, 1950



Statehood
Congressional Testimony

Hawaiʻi administers 
HHCA, while the U.S. 
Federal Government 
retains approvals and 
veto authority, by way 
of the Department of 
the Interior.

“Cooperative 
Federalism”The Federal 

Government & the 
State of Hawaiʻi enter 
into a compact to 
transition 
administration of the 
HHCA to the State of 
Hawaiʻi. 

Compact

HHC Chairman Victor Houston - Hearing Statehood Senate 
Hearing May 1-5, 1950 For H.R. 49, S. 156, S. 1782.



Present Day
Issue 1920 Present

Land Makaʻainana received ~28,000 acres in the Māhele ~30,000 applicants await 
DHHL awards

Housing Hawaiians driven into tenements in the cites 43% of Oʻahu’s homeless 
population being NHPI

Income Dept. of the Interior finding many Native Hawaiians 
in poverty

Median household income 
~$55k v. ~$73k statewide

Health Highest death rate of any ethnic group Life expectancy 77.4 years to v. 
88.2 for the longest-lived 
ethnic group

Population ~22,500 pure Native Hawaiians remain 55% of Native Hawaiians now 
live outside of Hawaiʻi

Sources: H. Rept. 66-839 (1920); DHHL Waitlist Summary, 12/31/2024; Partners In Care PIT count, Jan. 2026; Wu et al., Hawaiʻi J. Health & Social 

Welfare (2025); U.S. Census 2020. OHA trustee column, Ka Wai Ola, Feb. 2026.


