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This recitation of history is difficult by design. It is the record Congress relied on to create the
trust, and the record that justifies it today. Congress recognized a cognizable harm to Native

Hawaiians, chose land as the remedy to those harms, and the U.S. and State bound themselves to
that remedy by compact.




‘Aina
zg'dné‘ono

rﬂihloe

HUMIA NA KUMU HOOPI

o na Hui Mahiko Oloko Nei o ke
Teritore Hawaii.

HOOHALARALA A KUMIO

Kapaia o Kiaaina Farea i ka Hoopilimeai Mahope

£ o matona o us [ ]
Ka INl'Jpepa Ki‘oko‘a, Oct. 20, 1911
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Sugar Industry

The industry had
infiltrated
government, and
concentrated land
and wealth in the
hands of few.

Tax Revenue

Sugar revenue is not
adequately directed
to homesteading.

Governor Frear

Possessed the desire
to see the success of
homesteading, but
lacked the political
will to depart from the
industry influence.

Lease Flipping

Lessors, particularly
the plantations, had
been selling off
leased lands to
increase profits.




KGhio's Campaign

The Fight for Homesteading Reform

]
KUHIO DEFENDS LAND BILL
AND CENSURES HAWAIIANS

Fraise and blllln for un Bn “Ha-, “Then there has been criticism be-
cause the bill only gives you a loan
of $3000 aplece for clearing your
this land and bullding houses. . But the
club on his rehabilitation bill. The | commission of five to be appointed
measure itself. he called “the finest by the' governor to carry out the

bul unt has ever been drawn, both | provisions of the bill is not limited
the Hawaiian people in its assistance to this stated sum.

It can help you in other ways.
- | Everything depends on what ap-
pointees the governor names, and
their choice of an executive head.

M “I want to tell you that Congress
‘which | does not believe and never will be-
lieve as a policy in homesteading
land worth from $500 to $1000 an
acre. What made the American
people great was the work of its
pioneers In developing land that
was worth nothing.

“Too many Hawailans have said in
effect: ‘Give us the® best land

and
Hawalf ub. I told t you've got, .give us all the money
some :nua"mm ::-hn:'l‘n you, can.’ feed us on pol and fish,
thelr interest and their duties. If and we'll be happy.’ I want to tell

true, T would suggest .| you that you never will succeed un-
hieursdiand X - a re less you get out and hustle. It is

true that past administrations never
9 have worked to make homesteading
"‘f_":'“ o ':'.;:":.‘:' '::r:nnn ot|® Success but now you have your
| “'“mm e which ha¢ chance, and it's all up to you.”

'::’pu." m‘t‘nu’" t of the| Frince Kuhio did not enter into
2 "“.:mu Whnxmﬂkh aTar : any detailed explanation of the bill,

chérge of put-
lh‘lh-wvrhlmo!tlohmlnh
“Borouuun‘upmnbbetn

which he said he would reserve for
people are we 1If ‘we CANNOt €014 future address. Instead he asked
e Thaoh o effort? Yot Ilfor questions. None was asked, and
[ been eald that Ha-|ne prince entered upon his defense
wailans never stand together, and|q¢ the bill as a whole.

too often it has been true. Let us

Honolulu Star Bulletin, June 25, 1920

Speech Tour

Kahio proceeds to
tour the Territory
explaining the Bill to
Native Hawaiians and
Territorial-residents
alike

Sugar Fights
Back

After more than a
decade of Kihio’s
criticism, the Sugar
industry and media
lead on onslaught of
campaigns to
misguide Native

Hawaiians on the bill.

Managing
Expectations

“Too many Hawaiians
have said in effect:
‘Give us the best land
you’ve got, give us all
the money you can,
feed us on poi and
fish, and we'll be
happy.’ | want to tell
you that you never
will succeed unless
you get out and
hustle.”




HHCA

‘Aina Ho‘opulapula & Early Homesteading

The Floor of
Congress

“In my campaign,
Senator, | said to the
Hawaiians, ‘Do not
ever run off with the
idea that this bill is
going to give lands
and money to you to
do as you please
with.”

Rep. Kalaniana‘ole-HHCA
House Hearing Dec. 14,
1920 For HR 13500

E Hoomakaukau e

Commission na Kanaka Hawaii !
Mana‘o Heaka uana la _l—nj:nu a na kanaka

Hann:.x: i keia manawa, oiai na aina
An urging of frugality hoopulajulu lahui e hoornakaukania ana
and financial
readiness to afford
the transition to
Hawaiian Home
Lands, and a mandate
that Hawaiians be
prepared to move
wherever necessary if
they are interested.

no ko lakeu hoi aku, a noho iho? O
kein paia kekahi ninau ano nui a ma

kanaka Hawaii e ui iho ai ia lafcou, i
keia mau la.  He ninau %upono, a he
ninau e pono no e pane koke ia i ke'a
mau la ¢ nee oei

Ina ua loas ks manao i na kanaka
Hawaii, ¢ lawe ae i na aina e wcheia
aku ana ma Molokai ame Hawaii, no
ka hoopulapula gra i ka lahui, aluila,
‘ia lakou fkefa ninau, a na lakou e pane
mai. Eia ka pane a na Komisina ma
Tuna o keia ninau, & na na Hawaii no
Bai e pane mai ka lakou,

Ka mua: E hoomakaukau na kana-
ka i mau dala ma ko lakou aomo. Aole
e manno ia ana, ¢ lawa pono ana ka
haawina o $3000 no %kela ame keia'

Ka Napepa Ki‘oko‘a, Nov. 18, 1921

Agricultural

Diversification

Hawaiian Homes
Commission urges
homesteaders to
grow plants best
suited for their
property -even if they
are unfamiliar -
including alfalfa, rice,
and other non-native
crops




Statehood

Transition of Oversight
Convention News

-

Hawaiian Homes Act Correded an Inlushce |

Nobriga Is trying
He

| today.
a jon of ‘opiai
that witl knoek the Hawaiian Homes et unrmuu
gut of ihe aisie consiitution for Hawaii now
drafied. This bs o caitoriats deating
With the present provision in Hawall's "organic act
and with the need for retalning fis principles in
e new constitution.

The Hawaiian Homes act of congress is

cor

In the constitutional convention an attempt

is being made by Delegate Marguerite K. Ash-
d of Molokai to read it out of the

tution is adopted

J. Nobriga of the Big
< own to destroy

Neither much support
So Senator Nobriga has gone to Washingtc

In order to understand the basis for the
Hawaiian Homes u(l it is necessary to know
e arguments were presented to con-

Sress 1n 1920 and 1921 in support of ¥
There was strong sentimens for the Ha-
wailans in those arguments. But there was

also strong practical sense.

These arguments, when made by Delegate
Prince Kuhio Kalanianaole with the support
rritorial legislature and the legal in-
territorial attorney general,
n injustice of the great

At that time, the lands were to be di

ubstantially equal

the nobles and th

one third of each share retained by the gove

ernment as public lands
b

share was the smallest of the
900, nnl\ acres. And because of
ulations  specitying the
be. )

hly

and
s gov-

ernment lanc

When Hawaii was annexed, these same
lands became a part of the United States
domain. Congress deputized the territorial |
government to act as the agent of the federal |
government in administering these
granted the territory the use of revenues
rents

from |

ssue, buttressed
of these public |
ight of indi-

gnition of the moral right of
to_possession of lands for

The other major argument offered at the
0)

was that the Haw race was
difficul
pace of the white |

ing & pos

arguments and en-
wailan Homes act. This set aside
a portion of th 1 in Hawaii for
the exclusive use of the Hawaiian people for
omesites and farms. Provisions were made
for & revolving fund fo provide loans or can-
structing buildings. Land rent was nominal

and the 99 year leases w rable.

Amendments have been m
wa
basic

de 1o the Ha-
n Homes act from time to time. But the
remises upon which the law was en- |
never been altered. And the
the act makes 8

congress that these lands
preserved in perpetuity for the

nt in the legitimate and com-
e of incorporating the Ha- |

in the organic act of the
s plain proof of
ence of the legis!

to|

It is there that,
- . d
) take ‘the
awaiian people
the Hawaiian may.

The language of the federal act also I &
g to the people of Hawaii to proceed
Sd with ibmont Conetdaration. tn oy
Pt 10 set aside Jegislation whose perma-
Reocy, bas Bad continuing stamp of con-
gressional appro: r three decades.

(Future editorials will discuss some of the present |
4

¥ phases of this controversy

Honolulu Star Bulletin, May 1, 1950

Convention Votes Protection for

Hawaiian Homes Commission Act !
nstitutional convention--state leg: 1

of the Hawalian Homes he W |( Ill|l get l|| the pm «

b o niar md.,.'

formal compact
he U. S

* = . language of t P 1

At one juncture the convention | as amended this morning 1{'" ]

recessed  while Hawaiian  eivie | recommended by the HHC: commit- [{

Ieaders. attornevs and delegates |tee for adoption by the conven
narried tn a side room to deeide

Whether 1o delete one contested

The_congress of

« 'shall be subject
epeal only with

fiof Slates 8ad fa 1o
i hat

Ashford ...m.m:
REnina the nd
Ientence

des

—The Mawaitan

1 of the

aw of the rat
f cam be m.-mml only by the |12

Honolulu Star Bulletin, June 7, 1950




Statehoo

Congressional Testimony

Mr. HousToN. An opinion in 1922 was also rendered by the Solici-
tor of the Interior Department, which bears upon the question of
constitutionality, and he, in answer to a question by the chairman of
th; gommitwe on Territories in the House of Representatives, who
asked:

Would an act of Congress setting apart a limited area of the public lands of
the Territory of Hawall for lease or occupation by native Hawailans be uncon-
stitutional.

And he answered :

It would not. There are numerous congressional precedents for such action.
The act of Congress approved February 8, 1887, as amended by the act of Feb-
ruary 28, 1891 (26 Stat. 794), authorizes publlic lands which have been set
apart as Indlan reservations by order of the Presldent to be surveyed and
80 acres of land thereln to be allotted to each Indian located upon the reserva-
tlon, or where the lands are valuable for grazing, to be allotted in areas of 160
acres, Another section of the same act authorizes any Indlans entitled to
allotment to make settlement upon any public lands of the United States, not
otherwise appropriated, and to have same allotted to them,

Resolution No. 20, passed by the House of Representatives December 10, 1010,
and by the Senate February 5, 1020, gives to soldiers of the late war a preference
right over all other citizens to enter public lands of the United States when
same shall be open to dispositlon. H. R. 11558 proposes to set apart a large
area of valuable public lands in Imperial Valley, Calif.,, for disposition to
soldlers. Many Instances might be cited where Congress has conferred special
privileges or advantages upon classes of individuals in connection with the
disposition or use of pubiic land. Another line of acts of Congress are the
numerous laws setting apart arens of public lands for water supply or park
purposes of citles, counties, and towns,

HHC Chairman Victor Houston -Hearing Statehood Senate
Hearing May 1-5, 1950 For H.R. 49, S. 156, S. 1782.

Compact

The Federal
Government & the
State of Hawai‘i enter
into a compact to

“Cooperative
Federalism”

Hawai‘i administers
HHCA, while the U.S.
Federal Government

transition retains approvals and
administration of the veto authority, by way
HHCA to the State of of the Department of

Hawai'i. the Interior.

arms s MAVIUIIALIAYE & LiTe

The question of constitutionality is what may be brought up, and
in that connection in the report of the house committee on terri-
tories, when the homes commission bill was before it, they guve this
apinion. It was a subparagraph headed “Constitutionality” and it
reads as follows: S

In the opinion of your committee there Ix no constitutional dificulty what-
cver Involved In setting aslde and developing lands of the ‘Territory for native
Hawallans only. The privileges and immunities clause of the Constitution, and
the due process and equal protection cluuses of the fourteenth amendment there-
to, are prohibitions having reference to State action only, but even without this:
defense, the legislation 18 based upon a reasonuble and not an arbitrary classl-
fleation and Is thus not unconstitutional clnss leglslntion, Further, there are
numerous congresslonal precedents for such legislation in previous enanctments
granting Indinns and soldlers and saftors specinl privileges in obtaining and
using the publle lnnds,  Your committee’s opinton is further substantinted by
the brief of the attorney geveral of Hawall (se¢ hearings, pp. 102-164) and the
written opinlon of the solleitor of the Department of the Interlor (see hearings,
pp. 130-1381),

Muy I submit that for the record{
Senator ANDpERsON. Yes.



Present Day

Land Maka‘ainana received ~28,000 acres in the Mahele

Housing Hawaiians driven into tenements in the cites

Income Dept. of the Interior finding many Native Hawaiians
in poverty

Health Highest death rate of any ethnic group

Population ~22,500 pure Native Hawaiians remain

~30,000 applicants await
DHHL awards

43% of O‘ahu’s homeless
population being NHPI

Median household income
~S55k v. ~S73k statewide

Life expectancy 77.4 years to v.
88.2 for the longest-lived
ethnic group

55% of Native Hawaiians now
live outside of Hawai‘i

Sources: H. Rept. 66-839 (1920); DHHL Waitlist Summary, 12/31/2024; Partners In Care PIT count, Jan. 2026; Wu et al., Hawai‘i J. Health & Social

Welfare (2025); U.S. Census 2020. OHA trustee column, Ka Wai Ola, Feb. 2026.



