
TESTIMONY OF 
THE DEPARTMENT OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 
KA ‘OIHANA O KA LOIO KUHINA 
THIRTY-THIRD LEGISLATURE, 2026 
 
 

ON THE FOLLOWING MEASURE: 
H.B. NO. 2584, RELATING TO THE PUBLIC LAND TRUST. 
 
BEFORE THE:  
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY & HAWAIIAN AFFAIRS 
 
DATE: Thursday, February 12, 2026 TIME:  2:00 p.m.. 

LOCATION: State Capitol, Room 325. 

TESTIFIER(S): Anne E. Lopez, Attorney General, or. 
 Craig Y. Iha, Deputy Attorney General, or 

Alyssa M. Couchie, Deputy Attorney General. 
 
 
Chair Tarnas and Members of the Committee: 

The Department of the Attorney general provides the following comments. 

This bill requires that, notwithstanding any law to the contrary, the annual amount 

of income and proceeds from the public land trust transferred to the Office of Hawaiian 

Affairs (OHA) "shall not be less than the amount necessary to satisfy the twenty per 

cent pro rata share required under article XII, section 6, of the Hawaii State 

Constitution."  The bill also increases the required transfer to an unspecified dollar 

amount, "or such greater amount as may be necessary to effectuate the twenty per cent 

pro rata share required by the Hawaii State Constitution."  The bill would take effect on 

July 1, 2026, and be repealed on June 30, 2028. 

Constitutional basis for the public land trust 
Article XII, section 4, of the Hawai‘i State Constitution defines the corpus of the 

public land trust as the lands granted to the State by section 5(b) of the Admission Act, 

excluding "available lands" under the Hawaiian Homes Commission Act, which "shall be 

held by the State as a public trust for native Hawaiians and the general public."  These 

lands are comprised of the public, government, and Crown lands that the Republic of 

Hawaii seized upon the overthrow of the Hawaiian Kingdom, and later ceded to the 

United States upon annexation in 1898.  See Office of Hawaiian Affairs v. State, 96 

Hawai‘i 388, 389-90 (2001). 
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Section 5(f) of the Admission Act requires lands in the public land trust to be 

used for one of five purposes: (1) public schools and other public educational 

institutions; (2) the betterment of the conditions of native Hawaiians; (3) the 

development of farm and home ownership; (4) the making of public improvements; and 

(5) the provision of lands for public use. 

Article XII, section 6, of the Hawai‘i State Constitution states in part: 
 

The board of trustees of the Office of Hawaiian Affairs shall exercise power as 
provided by law: to manage and administer the proceeds from the sale or other 
disposition of the lands, natural resources, minerals and income derived from 
whatever sources for native Hawaiians and Hawaiians, including all income and 
proceeds from that pro rata portion of the trust referred to in section 4 of this 
article for native Hawaiians; . . . . 
 
Notably, neither the Admission Act nor the Hawai‘i State Constitution specifies 

the amount, percentage, or nature of the income or proceeds from the public land trust 

that must be transferred to OHA.  In fact, both the State Constitution and Admission Act 

are silent on how receipts from the public land trust must or should be apportioned to 

support any of the five trust purposes.  And, the Hawai‘i Supreme Court has held that 

the Legislature determines how the State satisfies the provisions of article XII, section 6. 

See, e.g., Office of Hawaiian Affairs v. Yamasaki, 69 Haw. 154 (1987). 

Current transfer requirement 
In 2006, the Legislature enacted Act 178, Session Laws of Hawaii (SLH) 2006 

(Act 178), as an interim measure to set the annual amount of OHA's pro rata share of 

income and proceeds from the lands of the public land trust.  It set the amount at $15.1 

million annually, to be disbursed in quarterly payments of $3.775 million and until 

modified by further legislation. 

In 2022, the Legislature enacted Act 226, SLH 2022 (Act 226), which amended 

Act 178 to set OHA's pro rata share at $21.5 million annually.  Act 226 also created the 

Public Land Trust Working Group, comprised of three members appointed by the 

Governor and three appointed by OHA.  One purpose of the working group is to 

"determine the twenty per cent pro rata share of income and proceeds from the public 
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land trust due annually to the office of Hawaiian affairs. . . ." Act 226 at section 3, page 

510.  The group's work is ongoing. 

Concerns with section 2 of the bill 
Determining what must be transferred to OHA from the public land trust—

whether twenty percent or some other measurement—involves resolving issues such as 

the amount, percentage, and nature of the income or proceeds from the public land trust 

intended to accomplish the five purposes of section 5(f).  Therefore, a requirement that 

OHA receive at least twenty percent of the income and proceeds from the public land 

trust, without specific additional standards, would be impossible to comply with, 

especially when the working group has yet to complete its analysis and findings.  We 

therefore recommend amending section 2 of the bill by deleting subsection (a) on page 

3, lines 13 to 18.  We also recommend amending subsection (b) by deleting the wording 

at page 4, lines 2-4,  that reads: ", or such greater amount as may be necessary to 

effectuate the twenty per cent pro rata share required by the Hawaii State Constitution." 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this bill. 



  
TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT HOUSE BILL 2584 

RELATING TO THE PUBLIC LAND TRUST 
  

Ke Kōmike Hale o ka Hoʻokolokolo a me ke Kuleana Hawaiʻi 
(House Committee on Judiciary & Hawaiian Affairs) 

 
Ke Kapitala ʻo Hawaiʻi 
(Hawaiʻi State Capitol) 

  

Pepeluali 12, 2026 2:00PM Lumi 325 

Aloha e Chair Tarnas, Vice Chair Poepoe, and Members of the Committee on Judiciary 
and Hawaiian Affairs: 
 

The Office of Hawaiian Affairs (OHA) STRONGLY SUPPORTS HB2584, as a 
temporary but necessary step toward ensuring that Native Hawaiians receive a fair 
annual share of the income and proceeds from the Public Land Trust (PLT). These funds 
are essential for the OHA Board of Trustees to address the many pressing needs of the 
Native Hawaiian community.  
 

The Hawaiʻi Admission Act and the Hawaiʻi State Constitution established the 
PLT for the betterment of the conditions of native Hawaiians and for the general public.  
The PLT consists of over one million acres of government and crown land of the 
Kingdom of Hawaiʻi, seized as part of the Kingdom’s unlawful overthrow without 
compensation to or consent by the Hawaiian people.  The Hawaiʻi State Constitution 
entrusts OHA with the responsibility to manage and administer Public Land Trust funds 
set aside for Native Hawaiians, which state law reaffirms as a 20% pro rata share of all 
funds from the Trust.  
  

OHA’s Pro Rata Share 
 

In 2006, OHA and the State agreed to an interim annual payment of $15.1 
million, which was intended to remain in place “until further action is taken by the 
legislature.” This amount was subsequently increased to $21.5 million through Act 226 
of the 2022 Regular Session of the State Legislature.  



  
Despite the long-overdue increase in 2022, OHA’s research shows that this 

$21.5 million annual amount still woefully underrepresents the amount that the State 
generates from the PLT and Native Hawaiians’ share therefrom.  OHA’s analysis of a 
financial review of Fiscal Year 2016 agency data estimated 20% of PLT receipts to be 
nearly $80 million as the amount owed to OHA based on historical revenue sources 
transferred and awarded to OHA. 
 

PLT revenue is OHA’s primary source of funding for programs, grants, and 
services that address long-standing disparities affecting Native Hawaiians and deliver 
broad community benefit. OHA has consistently invested these funds in effective, 
innovative, and award-winning programs and services, that address systemic challenges 
faced by Native Hawaiians.   
 

Given the historical context of the PLT, reduced federal funding for Native 
Hawaiian programs, and the State’s trust obligations, increasing the annual PLT transfer 
amount is both fair and necessary—even on a temporary basis. 
 

Accordingly, OHA respectfully urges the Committee to PASS HB2584.  Mahalo 
nui loa for the opportunity to testify on this measure.  
 

Mahalo nui for the opportunity to testify on this critical issue. 
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STATE PARKS 

Testimony of
RYAN K.P. KANAKAʻOLE 

Acting Chairperson 

Before the House Committee on 
JUDICIARY & HAWAIIAN AFFAIRS 

Thursday, February 12, 2026 
2:00 PM 

State Capitol, Conference Room 325 

In consideration of 
HOUSE BILL 2584 

RELATING TO THE PUBLIC LAND TRUST 

House Bill 2584 proposes to temporarily increase the total amount of public land trust revenues 
transferred to the Office of Hawaiian Affairs (OHA), while reaffirming the State’s constitutional 
obligation to the twenty percent pro rata share. The Department of Land and Natural Resources 
(Department) opposes this measure for the reasons provided below. 

The Department opposes this measure as the proposed increased revenue amount to be 
transferred to OHA remains undetermined, thus it is unclear what the actual impact would be to 
the Department. Nevertheless, any payments made in excess of the fixed annual payment of $21.5 
million, established by legislative mandate via Act 226, Session Laws of Hawaiʻi 2022, could greatly 
impede the Department’s ability to adequately fund its natural, cultural, historical and recreational 
resource management and protection programs. In addition to increasing OHA’s pro rata share of 
public land trust revenues, Act 226 created the Public Land Trust Working Group which was tasked 
with accounting for all ceded lands in the public trust inventory, all income and proceeds from the 
public land trust, and subsequently determining the twenty percent pro rata share due to OHA 
annually. The Department is actively participating in the Working Group and believes that it should 
be allowed to finish its work determining the pro rata share owed to OHA, rather than increasing it 
by an unspecified amount as prescribed by this measure. 
The revenues collected by the Department’s Land Division cover the entire annual operating 
budget for the Land Division, the Department’s Office of Conservation and Coastal Lands, and the 
Department’s Dam Safety and Mineral Resources Programs. In addition, the revenues fund over 80 
Department staff positions, including 5 positions within the Commission on Water Resource 
Management, and provide funding support to the Division of State Parks and various resource 
protection programs administered by the Division of Forestry and Wildlife such as the protection 
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of threatened and endangered species, removal of invasive species, wildland firefighting and 
lifeguard services. 

Revenues collected by other divisions have supported watershed protection, preservation of 
cultural and historical sites and public recreational resources. In addition, the Department has 
provided lands to other agencies in support of a variety of agricultural, educational, transportation 
and affordable housing projects, often at the expense of generating revenue to support its own 
programs. These collective efforts have contributed significantly to the betterment of Native 
Hawaiians as well as the general public, in excess of the revenues paid to OHA. 

Mahalo for the opportunity to comment on this measure. 
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TESTIMONY IN STRONG SUPPORT OF H.B. 2584 

Relating to the Public Land Trust 

Aloha Chair and Members of the Committee, 

My name is Keoni DeFranco, and I serve as Managing Director of ʻĀina Foundry at Purple 
Maiʻa. I am testifying in strong support of H.B. 2584 on behalf of Purple Maiʻa. 

Purple Maiʻa is a Native Hawaiian–led nonprofit organization focused on building pathways into 

technology, entrepreneurship, and ʻāina-based economic development for our communities. Our 

work spans digital workforce training, cooperative development, food systems innovation, and 

place-based technology solutions that strengthen local ownership and self-determination. 

We see every day how critical stable, flexible funding is for Native Hawaiian–serving programs. 

Over the past several years, Native Hawaiian families and organizations have faced 

compounding pressures: rising cost of living, housing insecurity, climate impacts, and 

uncertainty in federal funding streams. In this environment, the Office of Hawaiian Affairs has 

played an essential role in sustaining community-serving initiatives, filling gaps when other 

systems are delayed or reduced. 

H.B. 2584 provides short-term stability by temporarily increasing the annual transfer from the 

Public Land Trust to OHA, while reaffirming the State’s constitutional obligation to the twenty 
percent pro rata share under Article XII, Section 6. This approach is both responsible and 

necessary. It does not alter the long-term structure of the trust; rather, it ensures that Native 

Hawaiian-serving programs have the capacity to continue operating during a period of transition 

and fiscal uncertainty. 

At Purple Maiʻa, we work with Native Hawaiian youth, entrepreneurs, cultural practitioners, and 

community leaders who are building real solutions on the ground. When OHA is adequately 

resourced, it strengthens the entire ecosystem of Native Hawaiian innovation and leadership. It 

allows organizations like ours to focus on delivering impact instead of navigating instability. 

We respectfully urge this committee to pass H.B. 2584 and help ensure that the constitutional 

intent of the Public Land Trust translates into meaningful, timely support for Native Hawaiian 

communities. 

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 

Keoni DeFranco 

PURPLE MAl‘A



HB-2584 

Submitted on: 2/10/2026 8:45:11 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/12/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Nakoolani Warrington Kupuna for the Moopuna Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

  

STRONG SUPPORT of HB 2584 

We, Kūpuna for the Moʻopuna, a hui of Hawaiian Homes Commission Act kūpuna beneficiary 
farmers from Panaʻewa, Hawaiʻi, testify in STRONG SUPPORT of HB 2584. 

HB 2584 will help ensure that Native Hawaiian beneficiaries of the Office of Hawaiian Affairs 

receive their fair share of state revenues from the public land trust. OHA receives only $21.5 

million per year compared to the estimated $80 million that a 2016 audit showed was due to 

OHA under state law. 

SUPPORT and PASS HB 2584 to help bring OHA’s funding closer to $80 million per year. 

Mahalo. 

  

 



http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/committeepage.aspx?comm=PBS&year=2026
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    P.O.  Box 532 

                Hau`ula, Hawaii 96717 
 
Aloha e Chair Tarnas, Vice Chair Poepoe,  
and Members of the House Committee on Judiciary and Hawaiian Affairs: 
 
I am writing to express my strong support for HB2584, to ensure that Native 
Hawaiian beneficiaries of the Office of Hawaiian Affairs (OHA) receive their 
fair share of state revenues from the public land trust. 
 
OHA carries a large kuleana to better the conditions of Native Hawaiians. 
OHA has a proven track record of investing in strategic, innovative, and 
award-winning programs and services that advance systemic solutions to 
challenges faced by Hawaiians and other Hawai‘i residents.  
 
As a snapshot, OHA-funded programs and services have launched small 
businesses, moved families off the streets, sent students to college, empowered 
grassroots groups to steward natural resources, and increased the capacity of 
Hawaiian language charter schools to serve their surrounding communities.  
 
Without full funding, OHA’s ability to fulfill its critical kuleana is 
compromised.  This bill is not just about funding: it’s also about fairness and 
justice. The public land trust consists primarily of crown and government 
lands that were seized during the illegal overthrow of the Hawaiian Kingdom. 
Native Hawaiians have legal as well as moral claims – not only to income, but 
also to governance over these lands. Despite these claims, OHA receives only 
$21.5 million per year compared to the estimated $80 million that a 2016 audit 
showed was due to OHA under state law. 
 
As an OHA beneficiary and a voter, I urge the committee to pass HB2584 to 
help bring OHA’s funding closer to $80 million per year. 
 
Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 
﻿ 
Raynae M . Fonoimoana 
Hau’ula, Oahu 
February 11, 2026 
 
 

Ko'olauloa
HAWAIIAN CIVIC CLUB



 
www.kalihipalama.org 

________________________________________________________________ 
 
February 11, 2026 
 
Testimony of the Kalihi-Palama Hawaiian Civic Club 
In Strong Support of HB 2584 
 
Relating to the Public Land Trust 
 
Chair Tarnas, Vice Chair Poepoe, and Members of the Committee: 
 
The Kalihi-Palama Hawaiian Civic Club submits testimony in strong support of HB 2584. 
 
Article XII of the Hawaiʻi State Constitution establishes the Office of Hawaiian Affairs and affirms that Native Hawaiians are 
beneficiaries of the public land trust. Hawaiʻi Revised Statutes §10-13.5 implements this constitutional obligation by 
requiring that twenty percent of all funds derived from the public land trust be expended by OHA for the betterment of 
the conditions of Native Hawaiians. 
 
This statutory requirement is clear. However, longstanding disputes have complicated its implementation. Disputes over 
revenue calculation, land inventory, and accounting have persisted across administrations and legislative sessions.  
 
This has created uncertainty and delayed the transfer of OHA’s share. 
 
HB 2584 provides interim fiscal stability while the Public Land Trust Working Group completes its review.  
 
The measure does not resolve historical accounting questions or replace the State’s obligation under HRS §10-13.5, but it 
takes a practical step to ensure continuity of funding for Native Hawaiian beneficiaries. 
 
The Public Land Trust carries a legal responsibility. Compliance with statutory requirements strengthens the integrity of 
the trust relationship and reinforces public confidence in the State’s administration of trust assets. 
 
For these reasons, the Kalihi-Palama Hawaiian Civic Club respectfully urges this Committee to pass HB 2584 and ensure 
timely and reliable funding for Native Hawaiian beneficiaries. 
 
Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Cedric Duarte, President 
Kalihi-Palama Hawaiian Civic Club 
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ACTS OF REPENTANCE TASK FORCE 
HAWAIʻI DISTRICT UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

Mailing Address: 1350 Hunakai Street, Honolulu, HI 96816 
 

 

February 11, 2026 

 

Aloha e Chair Tarnas, Vice Chair Poepoe, and Members of the House Committee on Judiciary and 
Hawaiian Affairs: 

My name is Rev. Amy C. Wake, and I am writing to express my strong support for HB2584, to ensure 
that Native Hawaiian beneficiaries of the Office of Hawaiian Affairs (OHA) receive their fair share of 
state revenues from the public land trust. 

The United Methodist Church has recognized its participation in the overthrow of the nation of Hawaii 
with great remorse.  We stand with Native Hawaiians who are asking for the restoration of lands to the 
indigenous people of Hawaiʻi and an end to historic colonial attitudes towards its land and 
people.  Crown and government land governance, resources and income is a major issue not just for 
Native Hawaiians but for all who seek justice. 

OHA carries a large kuleana to better the conditions of Native Hawaiians. OHA has a proven track 
record of investing in strategic, innovative, and award-winning programs and services that advance 
systemic solutions to challenges faced by Hawaiians and other Hawai‘i residents. As a snapshot, OHA-
funded programs and services have launched small businesses, moved families off the streets, sent 
students to college, empowered grassroots groups to steward natural resources, and increased the 
capacity of Hawaiian language charter schools to serve their surrounding communities. Without full 
funding, OHA’s ability to fulfill its critical kuleana is compromised. 

This bill is not just about funding: it’s also about fairness and justice. The public land trust consists 
primarily of crown and government lands that were seized during the illegal overthrow of the Hawaiian 
Kingdom. Native Hawaiians have legal as well as moral claims – not only to income, but also to 
governance over these lands. Despite these claims, OHA receives only $21.5 million per year 
compared to the estimated $80 million that a 2016 audit showed was due to OHA under state law. 

I urge the committee to pass HB2584 to help bring OHA’s funding closer to $80 million per year. 

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 

 

Rev. Amy C. Wake, Chair 

Hawai’i District United Methodist Church Acts of Repentance Task Force 



 
Nā Alakaʻi o ʻAhahui o Hawaiʻi 
Advocates for Native Hawaiian Justice  
William S. Richardson School of Law | University of Hawaiʻi at Mānoa 

 
 

Testimony of Nā Alakaʻi o ʻAhahui o Hawaiʻi 
Judiciary & Hawaiian Affairs and Finance Committees 

Wednesday, February 11, 2026 
Conference Room 325 & Videoconference 

State Capitol 
415 South Beretania Street 

Honolulu, HI 96813 
 
Re: In STRONG SUPPORT of HB2584-PUBLIC LANDS & OHA AS A TRUST TO 
BENEFIT KANAKA HAWAIʻI! 

Aloha e Chair Tarnas, Vice Chair Poepoe, and Members of the House Committee on Judiciary 
and Hawaiian Affairs, 

We are the alakaʻi of ʻAhahui o Hawaiʻi (“the Hui”), an organization of law student advocates at 
the William S. Richardson School of Law. For over 50 years, the Hui has advocated for Native 
Hawaiian justice in all areas of law, especially those affecting Native Hawaiian communities, 
traditional and customary practices, resource management, and environmental protection. 
 
We STRONGLY SUPPORT HB2584, to ensure that Native Hawaiian beneficiaries of the Office 
of Hawaiian Affairs (OHA) receive their fair share of state revenues from the public land trust. 
 
OHA carries a large kuleana to better the conditions of Native Hawaiians. OHA has a proven 
track record of investing in strategic, innovative, and award-winning programs and services that 
advance systemic solutions to challenges faced by Hawaiians and other Hawai‘i residents. As a 
snapshot, OHA-funded programs and services have launched small businesses, moved families 
off the streets, sent students to college, empowered grassroots groups to steward natural 
resources, and increased the capacity of Hawaiian language charter schools to serve their 
surrounding communities. Without full funding, OHA’s ability to fulfill its critical kuleana is 
compromised. 
 
This bill is not just about funding: it’s also about fairness and justice. The public land trust 
consists primarily of crown and government lands that were seized during the illegal overthrow 
of the Hawaiian Kingdom. Native Hawaiians have legal and moral claims—not only to 
income—but also to governance over these lands. Despite these claims, OHA receives only 
$21.5 million per year compared to the estimated $80 million that a 2016 audit showed was due 
to OHA under state law. 
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‘AHUI
O HAWAI‘I
Advocates for Native Hawaiian Justice



 
Nā Alakaʻi o ʻAhahui o Hawaiʻi 
Advocates for Native Hawaiian Justice  
William S. Richardson School of Law | University of Hawaiʻi at Mānoa 

 
 
As OHA beneficiaries and voters, we urge the committee to pass HB2584 to help bring OHA’s 
funding closer to $80 million per year. 
 
Mahalo for this opportunity to provide this testimony. 

Aloha ʻĀina!  

Nā Alakaʻi o ʻAhahui o Hawaiʻi  
 
Nā Alakaʻi:  
Kyle K. Moriguchi (‘26) 
Bronson Gonzales (‘26) 
Lenei Sousa Naipo (‘27) 
Derek Kamakanaaloha Soong (‘27)  
Kaʻohi Gomera (‘27)  
Kyson Kainalu James-Foree (‘27)  
Justice Kaeo Castroverde-Moniz (‘27)  
Taecia Kukui Akana (‘28)  
Kalāmanamana Harman (‘28) 
Sonny Dryden Kuehuikapono Seto Myers (‘28) 
Kiana Kekoa (‘28) 
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‘AHUI
O HAWAI‘I
Advocates for Native Hawaiian Justice





Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 

  

Alohilani Wong 

Kalaheo, Kauai 

 



HB-2584 

Submitted on: 2/10/2026 8:06:19 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/12/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Sherri-Anne Kamaka Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I support HB2584! This minimum of what Native Hawaiians deserve. 

 











Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Master Shelby "Pikachu" Billionaire, HRM Kingdom of The Hawaiian Islands, H.I. Ohana Unity 

Party, Chairman www.Ohanaunityparty.com Presidentbillionaire@gmail.com 

Facebook @Keiki'okalani Instagram @Ohanaunityparty IG @Legendarybillionaire X 

@Ohanaunityparty X @AmericanpartyOG Support The Channel, Like, Subscribe, Donate 

YouTube Channel https://www.youtube.com/@theXXXfiles Venmo @Presidentbillionaire 

CashApp $ShelbyBillionaire  

 











Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 

 

Abner Nakihei Jr  

Villages of Leialii (Hawaiian Homelands Lahaina) Lahaina, Maui  

 





 





 





Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 

 

Lahela Kahe'e Gomez 

Ewa Beach, O'ahu 

  

 







Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 

 

Kawika Aipa 

Wai'anae, O'ahu 

 











Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 

Kamaile  

 





Mahalo nui loa for the opportunity to testify. 

Aloha McGuffie 

 







HB-2584 

Submitted on: 2/11/2026 1:42:49 AM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/12/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Alice Abellanida  Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I support this bill.  

 











 

 

 





 





 



HB-2584 

Submitted on: 2/11/2026 8:59:25 AM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/12/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Taffi Wise Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha e Chair Tarnas, Vice Chair Poepoe, and Members of the House Committee on Judiciary 

and Hawaiian Affairs: 

  

I am writing to express my strong support for HB2584, to ensure that Native Hawaiian 

beneficiaries of the Office of Hawaiian Affairs (OHA) receive their fair share of state revenues 

from the public land trust. 

 





Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 

Michael Thomas 

Kamuela, Hawaii 

  

 

















  

 





Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 

For too long we have been asking for a fair fiscal representation with the monies owed to us. It is 

time to do what is right for the native hawaiians (even if it is not popular) so that we can continue 

to live here and not be priced out of paradise.  
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Kahalu'u, O'ahu 

 





Aloha e Chair Tarnas, Vice Chair Poepoe, and Members of the House Committee on 
Judiciary and Hawaiian Affairs: 
 
I am writing to express my strong support for HB2584, to ensure that Native 
Hawaiian beneficiaries of the Office of Hawaiian Affairs (OHA) receive their fair 
share of state revenues from the public land trust. 
 
OHA carries a large kuleana to better the conditions of Native Hawaiians. OHA has 
a proven track record of investing in strategic, innovative, and award-winning 
programs and services that advance systemic solutions to challenges faced by 
Hawaiians and other Hawai‘i residents. As a snapshot, OHA-funded programs and 
services have launched small businesses, moved families off the streets, sent 
students to college, empowered grassroots groups to steward natural resources, 
and increased the capacity of Hawaiian language charter schools to serve their 
surrounding communities. Without full funding, OHA’s ability to fulfill its critical 
kuleana is compromised. 
 
This bill is not just about funding: it’s also about fairness and justice. The public land 
trust consists primarily of crown and government lands that were seized during the 
illegal overthrow of the Hawaiian Kingdom. Native Hawaiians have legal as well as 
moral claims – not only to income, but also to governance over these lands. Despite 
these claims, OHA receives only $21.5 million per year compared to the 
estimated $80 million that a 2016 audit showed was due to OHA under state 
law. 
 
As an OHA beneficiary and a voter, I urge the committee to pass HB2584 to help 
bring OHA’s funding closer to $80 million per year. 
 
Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 
﻿ 
Teave Heen, MSW 
Kawela, Molokai  
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