
















HB-2561-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/17/2026 6:14:12 PM 
Testimony for AEN on 3/20/2026 1:03:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Cathy Goeggel Testifying for Animal 
Rights Hawai'i Oppose Written Testimony 

Only 
 
 
Comments:  

The language of HB2561 would, if it becomes law, allow widespread uncontrolled slaughter of 
chickens. There is no way of enforcing it adequately.  

If you are serious about controlling the large numbers of feral chickens , consider making 
cockfighting a felony and put the chicken fighters out of business permanently.  

For far too long, this body has ignored the seriousness of the derbies and the attendant activities - 
gambling, prostitution, cruelty to animals, and inuring children to thinking that it's okay to break 
the law.  

Mahalo. 

 



Soup and Friends Animal Rescue opposes HB2561 HD2. 

Soup and Friends Animal Rescue (ÒSFARÓ) is a grassroots group focused on the rescue and rehabilitation 
of abused and abandoned animals in Honolulu. SFAR has saved countless animals over the past several 
years, including, but not limited to dogs, cats, chickens, birds, caterpillars, and snailsÑtwo dogs, three 
cats, and one hen of which are kept forever in the rescuersÕ household. SFAR also dedicates its work 
toward the Trap-Neuter-Return-Manage practice of a multi-generational cat colony in the neighborhood. 
As a rough estimate over the past year, SFAR has spent over $10,000 of volunteer money on rescue 
operations of feral and stray animals, most recently focusing on chickens in need. Rescuers and 
community members previously submitted testimony in opposition to HB2561 in its various iterations, 
with HB2561 HD2 seeing over 110 pieces of oppositional testimony compared to approximately 10 in 
support when it reached the House Finance Committee. Despite the overwhelming opposition to the bill 
and while noting the numerous specific issues community members had with the bill, House Finance 
passed it without any substantive amendments. We are concerned that this Legislature does not consider 
or evaluate the opinions of the community in the committeesÕ decision making process. What justification 
could any committee possibly have to pass a bill essentially with a 10:1 ratio of opposition to support 
other than the chair, vice chair, and members predetermined their position without any attention to what 
their constituents actually want? We urge this Senate to truly listen to community membersÕ testimonies 
and our proposed solutions, because we actually have them developed for long-term reprieve.  

Chickens are prolific breeders. Unlike cats, which may be spayed or neutered by cat colony leaders 
(another effort that requires time, labor, and money), chicken rescuers do not have any method of 
sterilizing the birds. According to One Living Sanctuary, wild hens can lay around 10-15 eggs per year. 1

Although feral chicks are usually culled by cars, cats, and other predators, the population of feral chickens  
will naturally grow on its own, not because of feeders or rescuers providing them with food. Researching 
and developing sterilization techniques and strategies to deploy is a worthwhile use of this LegislatureÕs 
resources to enact a similar program as the cat-specific TNRP practice.  

To catch a chicken for rehabilitation or rehoming purposes, rescuers must gain the chickenÕs trust. Trust is 
built on consistent feeding and presence in the chickenÕs environment. In the event a chicken is 
particularly injured or requires quick removal due to bad weather, dangerous environmental conditions, or 
human or animal predators in the area, at least two rescuers are needed to conduct safe and successful 
trapping. Chickens, even injured or compromised ones, are extremely fast, running 9 mph on average and 
pivoting directions with ease. They are also acutely aware of sudden movements, which makes trapping 
them with nets or cages particularly difficult. However, when a rescuer gains a chickenÕs trust after 
constant feeding and care, the chicken is more likely to let its guard down and be trappable. Feeding on a 
consistent basis is key: rarely any stray or feral animal will come to a rescuer without trusting food or 
resources are within reach. HB2561 HD2 also requires previous approval by an unidentified State or 

 https://onelivingsanctuary.org/egg-facts1



County agency to provide rescue resources to chickens. However, even after testifiers requested 
clarification on what the approval process or oversight agencies would be, previous committees did not 
offer any further information. At the very least if this step is required, rescuers must be given blanket 
approval to conduct their efforts. When a chicken is in desperate need of assistance, there is no time to fill 
out paperwork, wait for lengthy or slow government processes to provide an approval or denial, and 
actually conduct the rescue operation. This process must be clarified and detailed if it is included in the 
billÕs language. 

Chicken abuse is on the rise throughout the StateÑa disturbing increase prolifically noted on Facebook 
groups and Instagram pages. SFAR has led or assisted with some of the worst cases of violence toward 
chickens weÕve seen. For example, SFAR has been rehabilitating a severely abused hen named Plucky for 
the past few weeks. A Facebook user discovered Plucky running through Wahiaw! District Park with a 
broken foot, bloody and gaping wound on her back, and 80% of her feathers manually plucked from her 
body. She was bloody, bright red, and terrified. SFAR found Plucky, watched and fed her for over one 
hour, and gained her trust enough to capture her and immediately take her to Feather and Fur Animal 
Hospital. Plucky was put on multiple antibiotics and pain killers and is still being treated by these 
medications along with wound care every day. For three visits to Feather and Fur, SFAR has paid over 
$1,500, and spends hours every day and night cleaning her wound and giving her medicines. At first, 
Plucky was extremely difficult to look at as we cannot imagine the brutal violence she suffered at a 
community member or membersÕ hands. The people who torture and antagonize chickens are our 
neighbors, coworkers, students, and your constituents. We are terrified to imagine what Hawai"i will look 
like in 5-10 years as these levels of violence continue and increase with younger children now engaging 
in this distressing abuse of animals. As dedicated animal rescuers, we believe the rising violence toward 
chickens from children engaging in street torture and chicken fighting and organized cockfighting by their 
family members is the true issue this Senate should focus on, !OT  those of us who rescue chickensÕ 
mangled, bleeding, and broken bodies after theyÕre dumped by the aforementioned community members. 



Prohibiting feeding and supporting feral chickens will not cull chicken populations, and will instead make 
removing and rehoming chickens to safer locations impossible. Everyone is impacted by feral rooster 
crowing, and yet rescuers attempt to help while others complain and donÕt want to assist with solving the 
problem. If this Senate truly wants to solve the ÒoverpopulationÓ of feral chickens, we believe solutions 
must be developed in a group setting. While there are many generous and caring community members 
who accept and rehabilitate chickens on their private properties, we are running out of space to treat and 
home feral chickens in need. We suggest the Legislature convene a group of organized rescuers along 
with other agencies and organizations to brainstorm and establish true solutions such as a sanctuary for 
feral chickens instead of slapping a band-aid like this bill on the overpopulation issue. A dedicated 
sanctuary is the only real solution to the noise problem while maintaining a humane environment for these 
animals that are essential to the culture and history of Hawai"i. At the very least, a working group of 

Plucky, our rescue hen



rescuers and other relevant stakeholders must be convened to evaluate indefinite, real solutions like a 
sanctuary that address all concerns. 

Soup and Friends Animal Rescue again opposes HB2561 HD2.
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Submitted on: 3/19/2026 8:46:00 AM 
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Only 
 
 
Comments:  

TO:  Chair Gabbard, Chair Inouye, and Members of the Committees FROM:  Valéry Atkinson, 
Founder of Rubber Boots Rescue MEASURE:  HB2561, HD2 POSITION:  STRONGLY 
OPPOSE HEARING:  Wednesday, 02-25-26, 2:00 PM (Room 308) 

Aloha Chairs Gabbard and Inouye, and Members of the Committees, 

My name is Valéry Atkinson and I am the founder of Rubber Boots Rescue. I am writing to urge 
these committees to hold HB2561, HD2. While this bill is presented as a solution for land 
management, it is an inefficient strategy that ignores the root of the problem and encourages a 
cycle of abuse. 

A Flawed Land Management Strategy Declaring chickens as a controllable pest in Section 3 
does nothing to manage the population on our lands. In my neighborhood, I witness chicken-
fighting on a near daily basis. This is not just an animal issue; it is a community issue where 
adults are teaching children that this violence is normal. Catching birds that have already been 
dumped is a circular expense that fails to address the human activity causing the overpopulation. 
I have personally rescued countless birds after they have been dumped on the side of the road 
once they are no longer useful for fighting. 

By labeling these birds as pests, the State is only justifying this continued cruelty and 
encouraging the next generation to treat living beings as disposable trash, while not solving the 
land management issue, and in fact exasperating it by justifying the continued practice of abuse 
and abandon. 

The Rescue Trap and Resource Management Rescuers are not the problem; we are the ones 
cleaning up the results of this abandonment. Section 4d requires rescuers to get prior approval 
from the State to save an animal, yet there is no state infrastructure or budget to manage this 
process. This creates a bureaucratic trap that effectively bans the free labor of independent 
rescuers who manage this crisis at zero cost to the taxpayer. 

Conclusion We should be investing in the enforcement of existing animal cruelty laws to stop 
the fighting and dumping at the source. Creating a new pest designation only penalizes 
compassion and ignores the daily reality of organized abuse in our communities. 

I respectfully urge you to hold HB2561, HD2. 



Mahalo, Valéry Atkinson 

 



https://extension.umd.edu/sites/extension.umd.edu/files/publications/89.%20Sickness_Behavior_in_Chickens_Extension_FS1178.pdf




  

HB2561, as written, prioritizes enforcement over compassion and fails to provide a responsible, 
humane framework for addressing this issue. We can and should do better. 

  

For these reasons, I respectfully ask you to vote NO on HB2561. 

  

Thank you for your consideration. 
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Only 
 
 
Comments:  

I deeply oppose this inhumane and cruel bill.  Allowing citizens to kill innocent and vulnerable 
animals is diabolical. Chickens and Roosters are a part of the aina.  A part of our Hawaiian 
culture. They are not an inconvenience to be killed. This bill indicates that rehabbers such as 
myself will no longer be able to rescue, feed and heal injured chickens and roosters. That's not 
right. It's just unconscionable to tell caring bird rehabbers that they cannot help an innocent and 
vulnerable animal. Again I strongly and whole heartedly oppose this bill.  

 







HB-2561-HD-2 
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Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

  

I am writing on behalf of hundreds of care providers working with Aloha Sitters & On-Call 
Kupuna Care on the island of Oahu.  

  

We believe in fixing problems with empathy, kindness, community involvement, the Aloha 
spirit. We believe in the Hawaiian way, of respecting the aina. There are real solutions that do 
not involve cruelty. The bird caretaking community is already established on Oahu & motivated 
to help. Please work together. The benefits far outway the drawbacks. 

  

With aloha, 
Kathy Custer 

Owner of Aloha Sitters & On-Call Kupuna Care 
Kaneohe District 

 







HB-2561-HD-2 
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Kuuleilani Zalopany Individual Oppose In Person 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha and to qhom it may concern, 

I opposed this bill because the chickens are not a nuisance, their pest controllers, they eat, grubs, 
coconut beetle, cockroaches, centipedes, and any other insect that it's overwhelming our 
environment. The chickens are keys for pest control and are natures way eradicating these 
Insects.  The insects are killing our plants and our Trees fast.  The chickens contribute to 
less bugs and so our plants can heal  grow healthy and not be infected with real pests. Not only 
do these chicken eradicate the bugs but these chickens are natures Fertilizers for the plants.   
     Eradicating these chickens would mean more coconut beetle, more cockroaches, and more 
bugs. The insects doing more damage to our environment than these chickens.  If we are going to 
get rid of chickens creates more bugs, like coconut beetles. Which is has changed our island and 
killed so many trees or gave disease to the trees where they had to be removed.   These insects 
are the real nuisance, not the chickens. Dont create a bigger problem With the devastation of 
more coconut beetles and less healthy plants from riding the enviorment from natures helpers 
(chickens)to combat the real nuisances(invasive insects). Thank you Kuuleilani Zalopany  
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HB-2561-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/19/2026 9:38:28 AM 
Testimony for AEN on 3/20/2026 1:03:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 
Laakea Gage Individual Oppose In Person 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha to those it may bring attention to these chickens have been a foundation of life for this 
island they provide us with pest control for non native bugs mind you aswell not harmful to our 
environment they protect our native bugs and plants. They give us a great full of nutrients food 
with themselves or there eggs theirs greater things to worry then chickens that provide stability 
on our island. 

 



HB-2561-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/19/2026 9:41:15 AM 
Testimony for AEN on 3/20/2026 1:03:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 
Sam Selvaggio  Individual Oppose In Person 

 
 
Comments:  

The chickens need to live freely, just like any other bird. There is no chicken problem, and there 
never has been. They really need to worry about something else the chickens have always been 
here and always will be. 

 















  

Respectfully submitted, 

Lauren Smith 

  

 



HB-2561-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/17/2026 10:40:58 PM 
Testimony for AEN on 3/20/2026 1:03:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Charles Lee Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am strongly in opposition of this bill Primarily because of its ineffectiveness.   
  

Appropriating funds to facilitate the removal of feral chickens is treating the symptom rather 
than the cause of the illness, as these chickens originally had to come from somewhere, namely 
as escapes, or releases from farms and breeders. Unless penalties are going to be imposed and 
enforced on these actions, they will always be more feral chickens running loose.  

 



HB-2561-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/17/2026 9:08:22 PM 
Testimony for AEN on 3/20/2026 1:03:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Tim Streitz Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly support anything that can be done to address the feral chicken infestation that has 
occured across the islands, and this bill allows us to take one more step forward. But the bill 
should reinsert the language from the original version to also allow for private individuals to 
efficiently control for feral chickens on their property. You need to take bold action if you want 
to address the problem. Blanket protections and legal uncertainties pepetuate the problem 
through inaction.  

As for the bill objectives, the problem with the current feral chicken programs on Oahu is that 
funding has not been allocated to allow 100% free drop-off of caught chickens to be handled by 
a company, like Humane Society did many years ago. The only way to get this problem under 
control is to help enable residents to do it themselves without fear of any legal problems, and 
then also have a proper place to dispose of the chickens. The funding for these purposes is an 
excellent addition to the current draft.  

City and State programs alone can't errradicate this problem, and people doing it themselves for 
free are not likely to want to pay to drop off their caught chickens, which is why they dump them 
anywhere else away from their house. This is all wasted energy, because it then requires 
someone else to go after the same chicken, rather than resulting in a net decrease of the chicken 
population. 

I encourage you to go further in this bill to enable do-it-yourselfers to contribute to erradicating 
the feral chicken infestations that phyisically and mentally affect your constituents. For example, 
authorize anyone to go onto public property to catch feral chickens, and expand the allowable 
uses of catching chickens on both public and private property (passive trapping is least 
effective). Strict penalties need to be applied to anyone who interferes with chicken trapping, 
such as damaging traps. Another key consideration would be for urban areas where chickens 
cross multiple property lines. Similar to how police can cross over properties in pursuit of a 
suspect, the same should be authorized for at least pest control companies to make their job more 
efficient and enable them to focus on active trapping, rather than just passive cage trapping. 

 







  

Mikayla 

 





  

Best, 

Kylie 

  

 





https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/the-startling-intelligence-of-the-common-chicken1/
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/the-startling-intelligence-of-the-common-chicken1/
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC5306232/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR2fCmubo9cWniGPrlsd6-mKCjkDYByNqUjLVDw_SG8NcbKNSzvTj-b2s0A_aem_OTOmIRmTyDbXeSMVWI9Emw
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC5306232/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR2fCmubo9cWniGPrlsd6-mKCjkDYByNqUjLVDw_SG8NcbKNSzvTj-b2s0A_aem_OTOmIRmTyDbXeSMVWI9Emw
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC5306232/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR2fCmubo9cWniGPrlsd6-mKCjkDYByNqUjLVDw_SG8NcbKNSzvTj-b2s0A_aem_OTOmIRmTyDbXeSMVWI9Emw






HB-2561-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/18/2026 10:21:04 AM 
Testimony for AEN on 3/20/2026 1:03:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Bianca Isaki Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Legislators,  

Please HOLD HB2561. This bill will allow needless animal cruelty against chickens and 
peafowl. These creatures are useful for controlling insect pests and also serve as companions for 
humans.  

Yours,  

Bianca Isaki 

 





Produce instead a bill for a task force to end cock fighting, 
Bonnie Gollero 

 





HB-2561-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/18/2026 11:50:43 AM 
Testimony for AEN on 3/20/2026 1:03:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kilohana Moa Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I as a resident vehemently oppose this as it is cruel and inhumane. 

 





HB-2561-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/18/2026 11:53:07 AM 
Testimony for AEN on 3/20/2026 1:03:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Brandy Hikalea-Kanae Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose to this bill as it is cruel and inhumane! Find a better sollution! 

 





HB-2561-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/18/2026 12:10:17 PM 
Testimony for AEN on 3/20/2026 1:03:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Trevor Ogden  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this, and this is animal cruelty. 

 



HB-2561-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/18/2026 12:12:40 PM 
Testimony for AEN on 3/20/2026 1:03:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Wendy Tupper Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Stop killing living creatures.  We are better than that as humans.  Please support groups that want 
to help our feral chicken population.  There are chicken rescue groups (if they can get land) that 
we be able to take in feral chickens and give the am a better opportunity to live instead of in 
neighborhoods and streets where they don't want to be.   

Please show compassion for animals.  What are we teaching our kids?  That its okay to take a 
life.  All living creatures deserve to live.   

This timeline that we are living in needs to change.  We need to do better as people.  Show Aloha 
to all!  

Wendy  

 





I oppose HB2561 HD2. 

  

Thank you, 

Christina Y. 

 







HB-2561-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/18/2026 12:33:32 PM 
Testimony for AEN on 3/20/2026 1:03:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Carrie O Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

The killing of feral chickens is inhumane and unjust. They are just trying to survive, on this 
island, like all of us. You want to give license to promote killing because a person doesn't like 
them. This will be justifing cruelty to animals, and opening the door to more violence as a 
society. We need to do better, and work on humane solutions. Trapping and killing, and just 
killing in general is not the answer. I OPPOSE this heinous bill. 

 



HB-2561-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/18/2026 12:42:35 PM 
Testimony for AEN on 3/20/2026 1:03:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Erin Pinto Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am writing in strong opposition to this cruel bill. Many of us want our tax dollars to be used 
for humane treatment and control of feral chickens and oppose animal cruelty in all forms. The 
presence of feral chickens is human-caused and we need to take responsibility and use humane 
methods to reduce their populations, rather than using cruel and brutal "pest control" techniques 
that cause pain and suffering. If you wouldn't do it to your dog or your kid, you shouldn't do it to 
another animal. 

 



HB-2561-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/18/2026 12:57:52 PM 
Testimony for AEN on 3/20/2026 1:03:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Brett Schaffer Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I've only lived in Hawaii for the last 10 years, but in that time I've tried to absorb as much as the 
culture as I could. I may not know much, but one thing I do know is that this bill is not who we 
are or should become. Allowing the killing of an innocent animal, one with just as much right to 
be here as any person, for anything other than sustenance is deeply wrong. Allowing the worse 
among us the freedom to commit animal cruelty is a terrible road to go down. When you boil it 
down, allowing free reign to slaughter- all because they make a little bit of noise living their 
lives, is normalizing abuse and that is something that should never come from government. 

 



HB-2561-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/18/2026 1:08:23 PM 
Testimony for AEN on 3/20/2026 1:03:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Lance kakimoto Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I do not consider feral chickens as "pests"!  They are still animals and should be treated as 
such!!  I am appalled by the thought that the inconvenience that the feral chickens may cause the 
public would justify termination of them as "pests"!  Sure we as educated, civilized citizens are 
cabalabe of developing programs that will provide care and concern for these creatures!  Don't 
we have laws that prevent ANIMAL cruelty?!!!! 

  

DO NOT shrug your responsibility of applying ALL laws that apply to ALL ANIMALS and 
NOT just those that are convenient for you!! 

  

I believe that the majority of our citizens of this great state want to ensure that we maintain the 
adherence to cruelty to ALL Animals laws.  Do not think that you can get away with declaring 
theses ANIMALS as pests to deal with your irresponsibility!!!! 

By the way, the number of testimony opposing this bill MUST have an impact on your 
decisions!! You are to represent the community and NOTjust your own personal agenda!! 

respectfully, 

Lance Kakimoto 

 



HB-2561-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/18/2026 4:29:07 PM 
Testimony for AEN on 3/20/2026 1:03:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jennifer Motzer  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I disagree  and oppose to this bill, it is animal cruelty. These animals do not deserve this this 
fate!  

 



HB-2561-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/18/2026 3:37:09 PM 
Testimony for AEN on 3/20/2026 1:03:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kehau Lee Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

First, I vehemently OPPOSE this bill as it is ignorant of what is happening in our 
communities.  Cock fighters are the pests that need to be extinguished, not chickens.  Killing 
chickens will only be replaced by more chickens as long as cock fighting continues! 

I am writing to also comment on the person who keeps posting photos of a feral pig and a 
supposed chicken feeder in Palolo.  This person is also ignorant of the facts. 

The feeder is a trapper, not a feeder.  The trapper removes roosters, and uses birth control for the 
hens. 

The supposed feral pig is not feral, but tame, friendly.  Kids feed it by hand.  It was somebody's 
pet, abandoned there.  It did not descend from the mountain. 

The two photos of the chickens shows no chicks because of the use of birth control.  The trapper 
has a sign on her car roof that clearly says "Trapping/Birth Control".  You can also see cages by 
her car.  Just on the other side of these bushes is the housing project where cock fighters have 
dumped every one of these chickens.  They're not there because of feeding.  And, in the back of 
the house of the person who submitted the photos is a hiking trail where cock fighters who live 
along this trail breed their roosters.  According to a neighbor from this area, there are at least 200 
chickens along this trail. 

Just had to set the record straight.  People testify as truth when they don't have a clue of the real 
facts! 

Kehau Lee 

 







HB-2561-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/18/2026 2:01:40 PM 
Testimony for AEN on 3/20/2026 1:03:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 
Colleen Nakamoto-

Inouye Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Hi, 

I respectfully submit this testimony in opposition to HB2561. 

This bill raises serious concerns about the normalization of violence toward animals and the 
broader impact that message has on our community. How we choose to address challenges 
reflects who we are as a society. Policies that permit or encourage harm risk eroding the values 
of compassion, responsibility, and respect that we strive to instill in both adults and our 
youth.  Teaching non-violent, solution-oriented approaches fosters safer, more empathetic 
neighborhoods. Our keiki learn by example, and the policies we pass today help shape the kind 
of future they will carry forward. 

For these reasons, I urge you to oppose HB2561 and instead support measures that prioritize 
humane treatment, education, and long-term solutions that benefit both animals and our 
community as a whole. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

 



HB-2561-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/18/2026 1:58:16 PM 
Testimony for AEN on 3/20/2026 1:03:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

ashley lee Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

I am writing in strong opposition to HB2561. 

This bill promotes actions that normalize violence and animal abuse, rather than encouraging 
humane, compassionate solutions. As a member of our community, and as a parent, I am deeply 
concerned about the message this sends to our keiki. Laws shape values, and this measure risks 
teaching our children that harm is an acceptable response instead of responsibility and empathy. 

We have a responsibility to model kindness, stewardship, and respect for living beings. Passing 
legislation that appears to condone violence undermines those values and sets a troubling 
precedent for future generations. 

I urge you to reject HB2561 and instead support policies that reflect compassion, education, and 
long-term, humane solutions. 

Mahalo for the opportunity to provide my testimony. 

 



HB-2561-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/18/2026 1:50:06 PM 
Testimony for AEN on 3/20/2026 1:03:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jamison Clements  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

The killing of feral chickens is cruel and inhumane! Please reconsider, there are plenty of other 
ways to control the population besides murder!  

 



HB-2561-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/18/2026 1:20:14 PM 
Testimony for AEN on 3/20/2026 1:03:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Carol B Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

This is horrible. Why kill a chicken just for living? I oppose this cruelty to animal bill. Auwe! 
What horrendous people even submitted this bill? We need to be better than this! 

 



HB-2561-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/18/2026 1:16:08 PM 
Testimony for AEN on 3/20/2026 1:03:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Isabella Nadeau Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

This is a completely crazy initiative, it's "Animal Cruelty", it's against the constitution, you are 
assassins! 

Not much more to say: live our chicken be!!!!!!!!! 

 



HB-2561-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/18/2026 1:15:51 PM 
Testimony for AEN on 3/20/2026 1:03:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Natalie Kakimoto Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

To whom it may concern, 

I am submitting my testimony to oppose this bill. I have written testimony before regarding the 
other bills that are cruel and inhumane in regards to the feral chickens. I've watched as the 
opposing numbers have outweighed the for by over a hundred or more testimonies and you all 
still pass it with disregard to what the testimonies are saying. I do not believe the feral chickens 
are pests as you call them, but instead a part of our Hawaiian culture. To disregard this and 
instead just push forward your own personal agendas is not what you are there for. I'm sure that 
all of you that are for this bill can come together, possibly using your brains and maybe heart to 
find a humane solution for these feral chickens. There are many wasted tax dollars used by the 
legislature on yourselves and for other services so I'm sure you all can find money to use to help 
these very kind and caring citizens and their organizations to help assist these feral chickens. 
Maybe go after the citizens that are using these poor chickens for illegal cock fighting??? 

submitting my opposing testimony again and hopefully you all will do the right thing instead of 
the selfish, inhumane thing.  
  

Sincerely, 

Natalie Kakimoto 

  

 



HB-2561-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/18/2026 2:51:29 AM 
Testimony for AEN on 3/20/2026 1:03:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Andy Berky Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I fully support this bill, these birds are a pest and potentially deseased.  

 



HB-2561-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/17/2026 7:57:38 PM 
Testimony for AEN on 3/20/2026 1:03:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Susan Jaworowski Individual Comments Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support the bill but it should be amended to include a key provision in the original bill. The 
current bill only covers feral chickens on public land, and that's a start, but there are many feral 
chickens on private property. The initial bill stated that its purpose included  "Affirming the 
authority of private property owners to humanely control feral chickens on their own property, 
consistent with state animal protection laws and city requirements." Please put that back in. 
There must be some sort of relief for those of us in urban Honolulu who are plagued with feral 
chickens. I don't know why this language was taken out. It should be re-added and clarified that 
humanly control includes humane extermination. These chickens do not belong in urban 
environments, either public or private. Please provide us with a path for legal relief. 

 



!





HB-2561-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/18/2026 5:37:23 PM 
Testimony for AEN on 3/20/2026 1:03:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Justin Sumida  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I'm sorry, but what morons thought of this? Actually that info is readily available through a 
Google search. We know who you / they are. If you two are reading this, in the words of Click 
and Clack....(look them up if you don't know) give yourselves a dope slap. If you cant do that 
then give eachother a dope slap. If there's more than three of you, line up stooge style and have 
someone give yourselves the slap across your faces. -pack pack pack- Change your names to 
Larey Curly and Moe. 
  

Also im writing this through a phone so i  gonna make thos as short as possible cuz iz a PAIN to 
write this way.... will you read this anyway? Prolly not...so... 

First of all, it it really that large of a nuisance to have chickens roaming around? Of 
AAAAALLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLL the things happening on these islands that are a 
nuisance...the homeless dogs biting peoples arms off, the kids stealing my hub caps, and 
bags...the scary people smashing and grabbing into stores / huting small / even large businesses., 
homelessness, cost of living going way up.......geez....you two monkey coconutz want to focus 
on  little chickens??...geez whats happening in your lives that makes you focus on THIS..... Dont 
tell, i dont want to know actually...must be crazy though.  

Regardlesa....How arwsome would it be for tourists to be walking around some place and see 
some chickens walking around innocently....then see some  local grab the chicken by the nevk 
and snap it's neck right in front of their family as they're eating their ice cream or sucking on 
their pog or whatever. "Hey hun look at that chicken!!" Buck kawSCHNAP" "OMG that dude 
just snapped it's nevk!!" yeah...looks good as the chicken reels around flapping till it dies right in 
fromt of their kids! also, last i knew, snapping one's neck in half doesnt seem to feel too good. 
The poor animal! If you try it on yoursellves and you feel great after though..i'll take that back 
though. 

  

Also you want people...the local people..... (these people?!?!?!) to be in charge to eradicate a 
life??....the ones that seem to flip their cars on level roads, side swipe people in crosswalks....the 
ones that break into stores and homes...you want these types of people to do that type of thing?? 
My fingers gettin sore so go scroll through some hawaii news now, stolen stuff hawaii and that 
weird hungry news guy or whatever his name is on instagram ro see more examples. geez just 



thinking of what people do....Seriously?? THOSE PEOPLE?!?!?!?! You need to give yourselves 
another dope slap just for that one -BA DA DOOM- 

  

Seriously though, you shpuld know better. Shame on you. Encouraging that kind of behavior / 
death is wrong. You should know better .... its a possible gateway for people to lead up to bigger 
things like crime, robberies....human death maybe? I dummo but seriously think of something 
better and do better.  

 



HB-2561-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/18/2026 5:46:17 PM 
Testimony for AEN on 3/20/2026 1:03:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Alice Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

While attending a Prevent Child Abuse conference many years ago here in Hawaii, I learned that 
studies show that animal abuse leads to other forms of abuse (such as child abuse).  
 
Creating laws that ALLOW individuals to treat animals in a cruel manner (i.e. poisoning them) 
will only lead to more significant issues on a much larger scale.  

It is my hope that a HUMANE solution can be implemented to resolve the issue of feral chickens 
in Hawaii. 
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I am testifying in opposition to HB 2561 HD2.  

This bill seeks to classify feral chickens as public nuisances and controllable pests while 
prohibiting the feeding and supporting of feral chickens on public lands. HB2561 HD2 
concentrates on punishing those who feed and care for feral chickens as though feeding is the 
primary reason why chicken populations are increasing, rather than eliminating cockfighting, 
which relies on importing and breeding chickens before dumping those that are no longer useful.  
Categorizing them as pests to be controlled ignores and even rejects their rich, historical 
connection to k!naka "#iwi like myself, as they have been here long before and will remain here 
long after most of those who support the abandonment and starvation of these innocent creatures.  

I oppose HB 2561 HD2Õs designation of chickens as nuisances and pests as well as its ban of 
feeding said animals on public lands and will address the following points: 

¥ Chickens are historically and culturally connected to k!naka maoli 
¥ This bill focuses on preventing feeders from supporting and finding long-term solutions for 

feral chickens instead of addressing widespread brutality enacted upon chickens and illicit 
activities such as the following: 
¥ Illegal cockfighting/gambling, which relies upon mass violence toward and abandonment of 

chickens on public lands 
¥ Cruelty toward animals (e.g., cockfighting) is intertwined with violence toward people 
¥ Hawai"iÕs youth are increasingly trespassing on and stealing pet chickens from private 

property to engage in animal torture and street fighting before dumping their bodies, 
behaviors which may lead to increased bullying, violence, and aggression in schools and 
communities 

¥ Proposed solutions must be long-term and developed in partnership with rescuers and 
organized groups 

Historical and cultural relevance to k!naka maoli and Hawai"i 

Chickens, specifically the red jungle fowl, have a long, shared history with k!naka maoli. 
Helumoa or Òchicken scratchÓ in Waik$k$ was home to many ali"i. Helumoa was supposedly 
named after Ka"auhelumoa, the mythical chicken who flew from Ka"au Crater to the area we 1

know as Helumoa. After scratching the dirt at K!kuhihewaÕs feet, the ali"i ordered a coconut tree 
to be planted at the site where Ka"auhelumoa scratched. The coconut tree later became a larger 
grove of trees, which was eventually named the KingÕs Grove. Other aliÕi including 
M!"ilik%kahi, L!"ieloheloheikawai, Kamehameha V Lot Kapu!iwa, and Kamehameha SchoolsÕ 
beloved founder Bernice Pauahi Bishop were all said to have lived in Helumoa at different times. 
K!kuhihewaÕs encounter with Ka"auhelumoa led to a historical place rich with connection to our 
ali"i.  

 https://kaiwakiloumoku.ksbe.edu/article/essays-kamehameha-schools-revitalizes-one-of-1

waikiikiis-landmarks
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Moa have long been iconic symbols in Hawai"iÕs public image. Two of Hawai"iÕs prominent and 
acclaimed companiesÑCentral Pacific Bank and Hawaiian AirlinesÑrecognize chickens as 
central to Hawai"iÕs culture by including the animals in their Hawai"iÕs Best Bank ad posted to 2

their YouTube channel on March 2, 2026 and in the 2024 In-Flight Safety Video (beginning at 
4:45) , respectively. The chickens in the Hawaiian Airlines ad belong to a k!naka maoli-owned 3

farm, once again showing how close native HawaiiansÕ relationships are to moa.  

Cockfighting: if gambling is illegal, all gambling is illegal 

Cruelty toward animalsÑespecially chickensÑhas run rampant throughout our islands. 
Cockfighting events are extraordinarily prevalent and promise thousands of dollars in illegal 
gambling winnings. And while the State has cracked down on illegal gambling at game rooms, 
rampant cockfighting events draw countless individuals, violence, outlawed activities, and worst 
of all: innocent roosters forced to fight gladiator-style to the death amidst celebration and anger. 
Hawai"i Business Magazine published a devastating feature on cockfighting in 2017 ÒDoing 
Business in the ShadowsÓ, which highlighted how these illegal activities are ingrained in 4

children by older relatives under the guise of being Ôcultural.Õ Despite the articleÕs subject, Tonto, 
spending time in prison for cockfighting, he continues breeding and participating in the barbaric 
activitiesÑgoing so far as to admit he fought the weekend after he was released from prison. If 
prosecuted and convicted people are fearless enough to publicly share they are continuing the 
behavior that incarcerated them in the first place, what does that say about the StateÕs laws?  

The Civil Beat published an article in 2023 called ÒThe Battle Against Cockfighting in Hawai"i: 
Lax Enforcement Helps Foster An Attitude of ÔWhatÕs Wrong With It?ÕÓ In the article, HPD 5

spokeswoman Michelle You stated HPD hadnÕt raided or arrested anyone for cockfighting in 
over one year. Cockfights were thrust into the public eye at the time of publishing due to a 
Waianae shooting at a cockfight, which killed two people and injured three with one of the 
alleged shooters being a 16-year-old at the time. The Civil Beat article noted Òthe focus seems to 
have shifted to gambling in game roomsÓ and that many officers had been imprisoned for 
profiting off of cockfighting operations. The article concludes with Hawai"i politiciansÕ inaction, 6

or even approval of cockfighting despite its root in animal cruelty and illicit gambling. The irony 
is not lost on HPD and politiciansÕ crack downs on gambling in the form of game room activities 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V6mXQ0XXCDs&t=10s2

 https://youtu.be/XbxFIanVIR4?si=VDWFV8zhGGFm3V9s&t=2853

 https://www.hawaiibusiness.com/doing-business-in-the-shadows/4

 https://www.civilbeat.org/2023/04/the-battle-against-cock fighting-in-hawaii-lax-enforcement-5

helps-foster-an-attitude-of-whats-wrong-with-it/

 https://www.civilbeat.org/2015/09/when-cops-become-criminals-arrests-of-hpd-o ffi cers-6

point-to-a-culture-of-corruption/
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compared to an entirely contrary support of gambling through violence toward chickens. If 
gambling is illegal, it is illegal in all forms.  

The link between cruelty to animals and violence toward humans 

The Animal Legal Defense Fund (ALDF) published ÒThe Link Between Cruelty to Animals and 
Violence Toward Humans,Ó a cycle of violence commonly shared by researchers and even law 
enforcement agencies like the FBI for years. The FBI cites the Animal Welfare Institute 7

organization, writing, Òthe Farm Bill, signed into law in 2014, amends the existing law and not 
only targets those responsible for putting the fights together but also contains the elemental 
Animal Fighting Spectator Prohibition Act. This act made it a federal offense to knowingly 
attend an animal fight anywhere in the United States and instituted additional charges for 
bringing a child under the age of 16 to an animal fight. The ALDF notes Òviolence is violence; 8

and those who commit violence rarely limit their victim pool to a single species.Ó The Link cites 
many data points tying animal cruelty and violence toward people, including, but not limited to: 

¥ Between 62-67% of animal cruelty in the home occurs in the presence of a child, which is a 
form of psychological trauma and negatively impacts childrenÕs development. 9

¥ Witnessing animal cruelty may cause desensitization, decreased empathy, learned 
maladaptive coping mechanisms and other negative behaviors, and unresolved feelings of 
anger, fear, and resentmentÑwhich may, in turn, lead to perpetrating violence. 

¥ If a child is cruel to animals, then it may be a sign that the child has experienced serious 
abuse or neglect. Children who exhibit cruelty towards animals are more than twice as 
likely to have suffered maltreatment themselves. 10

¥ Children may engage in animal cruelty because it is a learned behavior modeled by a 
parent or guardian. 11

¥ Teenage boys who bully their peers are more likely to have abused an animal. Both 
bullying and animal abuse often coincide with a need for egotistic power and a lack of 
cognitive empathy. 12

 https://leb.fbi.gov/articles/featured-articles/the-link-between-animal-cruelty-and-human-7

violence

 https://awionline.org/content/animal- fighting-spectator-prohibition-act8

 https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC7683760/9

 https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC4212826/10

 https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC7683760/11

 https://www.cabidigitallibrary.org/doi/full/10.1079/hai.2017.000412
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¥ 43% of school shooters in the United States between 1988 and 2012 had histories of animal 
abuse.  The majority of those histories include close-up and personal violence against 13

neighborhood companion animals. 14

¥ 70% of people who have committed violent crimes against animals also had records for 
other crimes. Animal abusers are 5 times more likely to commit violence crimes against 
people, 4 times more likely to commit property crimes, and 3 times more likely to have 
records for drug or disorderly-conduct offenses.  15

Violence and disturbing behaviors toward chickens by Hawai"iÕs children 

The previously cited articles mention how participation in cockfighting often begins when 
children are exposed to the violent behaviors and events at a very young age, while the multiple 
research papers and studies included in ALDFÕs ÒThe LinkÓ all deduce animal crueltyÕs 
correlation to childhood trauma and future violent behaviors, such as evolutions toward 
massacres and school shootings. Hawai"iÕs childrenÑmostly boys in middle and high school, 
while some may be elementary studentsÑare rampantly trespassing on residentsÕ properties and 
stealing their hens and/or roosters, catching roosters and making them fight on the street, 
torturing and mutilating their bodies, and dumping their injured and/or bait roosters in public 
areas and in neighborhoods when theyÕre no longer useful to them. Children are frequently 
stealing, capturing, fighting, and dumping chickens in all communitiesÑcontributing to the 
larger cycle of violence toward animals by children, illicit behaviors such as trespassing and theft 
of pet roosters and hens from residentsÕ homes, cockfighting on the street and in events, and 
dumping maimed and/or dying roosters once theyÕre no longer neededÑall of which are ignored 
by this bill. These are not isolated incidents of violence. They are occurring in every district by 
children of your constituents.  
	  
Organized grassroots groups dedicated to the rescue, rehabilitation, and legal rehoming of feral 
chickens and even non animal-focused groups like Stolen Stuff Hawai"i have numerous posts 
about children trespassing and stealing pet chickens from yards (some of which are included 
below). Even worse posts about children (and adults) disturbingly starving, torturing, and killing 
feral chickens are shared widely in these groups and through other forms of communication. 
These barbaric acts toward innocent animals like feral chickens are occurring by younger and 
younger children, contributing to a concerning trend of violence and bullying in young people 
across the State. Violence toward animals, especially committed by children this young, is not 
and will not be enacted only toward those creatures. This type of disturbing behavior will 
inevitably bleed into communities of human beings. The Civil Beat wrote about viral bullying  

 https://time.com/6191947/mass-shootings-animal-cruelty/13

 https://nationallinkcoalition.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/01/ElderAbuse-14

WisconsinManual.pdf

 https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/108876791351145915
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videos in October 2025, noting that Òthe state has seen a moderate increase in reports of 16

bullying in middle schools since the Covid pandemic. Some of the most severe cases of bullying 
have resulted in student arrests, most recently [at the time] at Kalama Intermediate School on 
Maui, where five girls were arrested and charged with kidnapping after trapping a classmate in a 
soundproof room for 20 minutes and filming the incident.Ó As ÒThe LinkÓ and the Revisiting a 
Link: Animal Abuse, Bullying, and Empathy in Australian Youth study expose, Òwitnessing and/
or directly engaging in animal abuse significantly correlated with bullying.Ó By allowing and 
even encouraging cruel behaviors such as cockfighting in youth and punishing efforts to rescue, 
rehabilitate, and legally re-home feral chickensÑall of which begins with feeding them, which 
this bill prohibitsÑwe are poised to see a continued increase in bullying, school violence, 
eventually the same unlawful behaviors these childrenÕs families have introduced them to and 
participate in, and potentially violence toward other animals and people.  

Lack of procedural direction 
 
As the HD2 iteration of the bill notes prohibited acts performed for research or rescue purposes 
must be approved by the State or city before performance, the Senate must establish what the 

 https://www.civilbeat.org/2025/10/viral-bullying-videos-are-sign-of-bigger-problem-in-16

hawai!i-schools/
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proper procedure is to receive approval. State and city agencies are already slow to implement 
new programs and processes, and this bill does not include language about who would be the 
approving department, how long it would take to issue approvals, how long approvals may last 
(one day, one week, one month, etc.), and what happens if the agency does not issue approvals in 
time for rescue or removal to occur. Additionally, if HPD is truly understaffed and underfunded 
as they claim, reconsider having HPD and/or other law enforcement agencies as enforcing 
responders. 

Potential solution proposals 

I urge this Senate to consider and invest in empathetic, humane long-term solutions in 
partnership with grassroots groups and individuals who have expertise in rescuing, rehabilitating, 
and rehoming chickens. Develop a working group or task force of volunteers who want to care 
for feral chickens in a humane way that doesnÕt resort only to legal penalties for feeders and 
disposal of any feral chickens deemed Òtoo noisy.Ó Potential solutions could include the 
following: 

¥ Work with grassroots rescue organizations like TrooperÕs Chicken Rescue to establish a 
sanctuary for these animals where theyÕll be safe and removed from residential areas that may 
see the most noise pollution 

¥ Provide funding and contracts to organizations that can actually help with the booming 
populations the Hawaiian Humane Society chooses to ignore and say they donÕt have the 
space, capacity, or funding to help 

¥ Fund State-run spaying/neutering/sterilization/or even humane and compassionate euthanasia 
treatments to cull growing populations if necessary 

¥ Pursue the ruthless and unbounded amount of people fighting chickens for money, which calls 
for barbaric violence toward chickens, clandestine gambling, dumping of chickens that are of 
no use to them, and larger populations of feral birds in specific areas 

¥ Work with the Department of Education to develop animal empathy and education curricula 
for students of all ages to prevent violence and illegal behaviors students are currently and will 
engage in. 

Short-term reactions to community noise complaints such as the prevention of feeding chickens 
does not solve this complex issue. Chickens will always be here, whether human beings feed 
them or not, just as theyÕve been here long before most of the most vocal minority complainants. 
Work with individuals who prioritize rescue, rehabilitation, and rehoming efforts to establish a 
solution like a sanctuary similar to that of the L!na"i Cat Sanctuary that benefits and achieves 
everyoneÕs goals. Do not allow the loudest voices of residents who participate in illicit activities 
and/or support abhorrent policies to determine which beings get to live and who is forced to die. 

Once again, I am in opposition to HB 2561 HD2. 

Noelle Kakimoto



HB-2561-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/18/2026 11:06:56 PM 
Testimony for AEN on 3/20/2026 1:03:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Charles Cryan Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose HB2561 HD2. 

I am disappointed that the House ignored the overwhelming majority of votes in opposition to 
this bill and still voted to support it even after recognizing that the bill is so problematic. 

Any solution to the feral chicken population issue should be reached after discussion and 
collaboration between Native Hawaiian groups, chicken rescue groups, animal welfare agencies, 
community representatives, veterinarians, and state and city agencies. 

The solution must be culturally-sensitive, take into account the unique place that feral 
chickens and moa have in ancient and modern Hawaiian culture, collaborative and have 
community support. HB2561 HD2 will not provide a long-term solution to the issue. I suggest 
that the Legislature promote a bill that calls for a working group of the aforementioned 
representatives that will reach a humane and effective solution, not just a hastily pieced together 
bill that is reactive to a vocal minority. 

Please defer action on HB2561 HD2 and take a careful, measured, intelligent approach to this 
issue. 

 

























HB-2561-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/19/2026 7:18:50 AM 
Testimony for AEN on 3/20/2026 1:03:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Franchelle Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Hello. My name is Franchelle White. I oppose HB2561 HD2. As you are considering this bill, 
think about how this appears to the tourism factor... Where I can assure you that this will be 
posted over social media. Where Hawaii will be known as a State that is cruel towards animals. 
Also, don't you think that Hawaii has more important things to focus on than about Chickens? 

 





HB-2561-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/19/2026 7:45:16 AM 
Testimony for AEN on 3/20/2026 1:03:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Rudy V Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

This is unacceptable as a society. Killing chickens because they are just trying to live is not right. 
It will cause more violence in our communities as a whole, and killing chickens and roosters 
because people just don't like them, or don't like the noise, is WRONG! What kind of lesson are 
we teaching our keiki?  If you don't like something, just go kill it - This is WRONG on so many 
levels, and this bill should NOT BE PASSED! I OPPOSE THIS ANIMAL CRUELTY BILL. 

 







Jessica Fiorillo 

District 7 

 









Sincerely, 

Lindsey Gascon 

  

 



HB-2561-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/19/2026 9:31:20 AM 
Testimony for AEN on 3/20/2026 1:03:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Amy Cady Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly OPPOSE this cruel and inhumane bill. 

 



HB-2561-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/19/2026 10:09:57 AM 
Testimony for AEN on 3/20/2026 1:03:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kelli Medeiros Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose HB2561 which would not allow chickens to be rescued or cared for. Chickens 
and roosters have been long time members of our community and were used to wake farmers 
before alarm clocks. They are amazing at pest control and do no harm to our community. Hawaii 
is known for its terrible animal treatment and blatant disregard for the lives of living creatures. 
There should be more laws that are pro animal rescue and none that are against. You can judge a 
community and a person by how they treat animals. The real nuisances are the transplants that 
move here and complain about our way of life in Hawaii. Do better!!! Treat animals better!!!  
Thank you, Kelli Medeiros  

 



HB-2561-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/19/2026 10:05:04 AM 
Testimony for AEN on 3/20/2026 1:03:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Sara Ricer Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Chickens are curious animals, and they each have a unique personality. 

Wild chickens are being abused in Hawai'i regularly, often in extrnwly cruel ways. Legislating 
this cruelty into official policy makes no sense, and is cruel in itself.   

In a county with un-regulated stadium-level sound systems in vehicles and private residences, 
designating chickens as a "nuissance" is irresponsible and makes no sense. Some roosters may 
crow early in the morning, but it is ONLY due to the humans nearby making noise or turning on 
beight lights. Jungle fowl do not naturally wake up in the middle of the night. 

Designating a sentient species as a "pest" is a dangerous prescedent to set. It leaves the door open 
for further cruelty (and even theft of private animals and pets) in the name of the law. This bill 
also makes it much more difficult for rescuers and organizations to step in when needed. 

On an island, it makes no logical sense to strive for eradication of a population of animals that 
might even offer us some food security within the current world climate. 

This bill is dangerous for the animals (including pets that may accidentally escape or be stolen), 
and it will have tragic effects on our community. 

Please do not make animal cruelty the law of our land. 

Respectfully, 

Sara Ricer 

 



HB-2561-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/19/2026 10:12:46 AM 
Testimony for AEN on 3/20/2026 1:03:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Irene Campos  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly OPPOSE this cruel, inhumane bill toward feral chickens. 

 



HB-2561-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/19/2026 10:48:53 AM 
Testimony for AEN on 3/20/2026 1:03:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Costanza Pernigotti Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I fear that, by designating feral fowl as controllable pest and nuisance, this legislation would 
open the door to more instances of unwarranted abuse and unnecessary cruel treatment of these 
animals. I already frequently come across, both in person and online, people catching roosters to 
then use them for fighting or bait or hurting chicks in a meaningless way, even trespassing to do 
so. I worry that the passing of this bill would further embolden such behavior. I also think this 
bill would unfairly target and penalize those who tend to the needs of said abused animals when 
they are lucky enough to be rescued. Thank you. 

 





  

Payton Knox 

 



HB-2561-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/19/2026 11:08:18 AM 
Testimony for AEN on 3/20/2026 1:03:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Geeta Isardas Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose this measure. The feral chickens are a beautiful part of our Islands and they 
help manage the insect population tremendously. I have been personally traumatized from seeing 
one shot in front of me and still deal with that horrible memory. Please do not allow them to be 
harmed in this way. Allowing people to harm them as a way to control their populations is 
devastating and will harm people who do not want to see animals hurt. Please show compassion 
to these creatures and those of us who love the animals of Hawaii. Mahalo. 

 





We cannot allow animal cruelty to be codified into law. Our islands deserve humane solutions, 
not state-sanctioned violence. 

Respectfully, 
Kimberley Medeiros 
Kauai, Hawaii 

 



HB-2561-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/19/2026 11:17:53 AM 
Testimony for AEN on 3/20/2026 1:03:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Zoe Rivera Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly OPPOSE this cruel, inhumane bill toward feral chickens 

 







HB-2561-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/19/2026 11:39:40 AM 
Testimony for AEN on 3/20/2026 1:03:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Lory Ono Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I vehemently oppose this cruel and unnecessary bill.  Please OPPOSE HB 2561 HD2. 

Mahalo! 

Lory Ono 

 





HB-2561-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/19/2026 11:50:06 AM 
Testimony for AEN on 3/20/2026 1:03:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

James Kuhlmann Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

This is cruelty to animals, and horrible to know that people are even suggesting this kind of 
violence. I oppose this bill. How shameful on our state for even considering these kind of horrific 
acts.  

 







Hawaii Kai 

  

 



























HB-2561-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/19/2026 12:54:59 PM 
Testimony for AEN on 3/20/2026 1:03:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

shannon martinez Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I do not support this bill. It endangers and disrupts my family of chickens and it could lead to 
abuse of animals and anyone protecting an animal. This will also lead to an increase in 
neighborhood disputes and children being harmed because they were trying to hunt or protect a 
chicken. 

chickens are no more a nuisance than the loud mopeds, e-bikes and planes that fly too low. 
Chickens provide free insect control, free learning opportunities and free examples of aloha.  
 
 We can encourage people to take better care of containment and see if there are areas of the 
islands better suited to supporting the louder roosters.Please look into other, more responsible 
ways of caring for our land than treating a formerly domesticated animal as a pest comparable to 
a mosquito. 

Thank you. 

  

 





HB-2561-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/19/2026 12:56:00 PM 
Testimony for AEN on 3/20/2026 1:03:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Thomas Ricer Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Chickens convert centipedes and cockroaches into palatable human food. We live on an island 
with extreme food insecurity due to our population and lack of sustainable agriculture. 

If you want to legislate nuisances, please consider human-sources of amplified sound and 
unnatural light, both of which cause feral chickens to make noise at night and disrupt the natural 
cycles of native plants and animals. 

 









Please do not make animal cruelty the law of our land. 

  

Respectfully, 

Michelle  Tan 

OAHu Honolulu District 

 











HB-2561-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/19/2026 1:04:19 PM 
Testimony for AEN on 3/20/2026 1:03:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Noah Beran  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Chickens are culturally significant to Hawai'i and they keep invasive bug populations down. To 
pass this bill would provide more harm to Hawai'i then it would good. It's also not a good 
precedent to set to let people treat intelligent animals as pests and kill them as they please. The 
chickens have been here as long as Polynesian people have, they deserve respect. 

 





HB-2561-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/19/2026 1:16:24 PM 
Testimony for AEN on 3/20/2026 1:03:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Andrea Wade Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

To whom it may concern: 

It seems people within city limits feel entitled to a world with no noise and no other animals 
living within their vicinity that could destroy their peace.  By that metric, I propose that anything 
that makes noise before 8am be completely eradicated--I don't want to hear cars, I don't want to 
hear children playing across the street, I don't want to hear anyone mowing their grass, I don't 
want to hear people having parties, I don't want to hear planes...  In fact, let's just go ahead and 
say people should be fined for talking before 8am, okay?  Because all these things annoy me, and 
I think you should get rid of them. 

That doesn't sound reasonable, does it?  Right. Because the world makes noise. Public lands are 
the one place chickens have to go to. By removing public lands as the one place they can be, they 
will have nowhere. Are you going to let me keep more than 2 chickens then?  No, you want to 
stop people from even having them on their own property too. So cockfighters get to have as 
much as they want and me, a simple rescuer who keeps a couple or eggs and companionship, 
gets punished. Once again, it's always the little guy doing the good work getting shafted by 
psychopaths and their moneyed interests. 

And what gives us the right to eradicate an animal just because a few people don't like the 
noise? How can we treat with disdain a potential sustainable food source when Hawaii is staring 
down an energy and resources crisis? By all means, if people on private property want to capture 
and kill animals, they are free to do so. But we should not be allowing a few psychopathic people 
the ability to maim and kill an animal on public property with no recourse while once again 
punishing people who enjoy the wildlife on that same property (to say nothing of harming the 
poor animals).  It is setting up to allow abuse of animals on public property while punishing 
rescuers and do-gooders.  Essentially, you will be giving people carte-blanche to kill living 
creatures with no recourse.  What you should be focusing on is stopping the illegal practice of 
cockfighting.  Perhaps you think this legislation is supposed to help, but it won't--the chicken 
fighters will still find ways to harm these animals because they don't follow the rules 
anyway...and this will only make it worse. And who will suffer? The farmers, the keepers, the 
pet-owners, the rescuers--the good people of this island who are doing their best to preserve life. 

This is just more misguided legislation meant to mollify a bunch of complainy types who 
think the world should bend to their whim and that in the end is going to perpetuate animal abuse 
on public property, a significant escalation of what the state and city and county allows.   



 
And while we're at it, shame on you, Grandinetti, for introducing this legislation. So glad to 
know my representative supports measures that encourage animal abuse. I'll keep that in mind 
for the next election cycle. 
  

 









 



HB-2561-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/19/2026 2:18:39 PM 
Testimony for AEN on 3/20/2026 1:03:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Linda Elento Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

Feral roosters are more than a nuisance; oosters are detrimental to my health as well as for other 
citizens who suffer from certain health conditions. 

Roosters crow at all hours of the night and day, interrupting sleep and intensifying migraine 
headaches. These conditions interfere with an individual's ability to function at work, perform 
activities of daily living, and care for family members.  
We appreciate the Committee's consideration of testimony in support of measures to reduce and 
eliminate feral roosters and chickens and enforcement of a law preventing feeding of these feral 
chickens and roosters on both public and private land and killing these roosters and chickens 
that roam on one's private lands as a simpler way to manage the feral chicken problems. Who's to 
say if a rooster on a sidewalk one moment and on my grass yard the next will be covered under 
our law? 
The City's service of catching these chickens and roosters is costly and unpredictable and not 
always available. Have you tried catching a rooster? I have tried and I cannot, even with chicken 
trap cages We need you to pass this bill to include such items I have included in my testimony. 

  

 



HB-2561-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/19/2026 3:35:33 PM 
Testimony for AEN on 3/20/2026 1:03:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Susan Pcola_Davis Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

CHICKENS AND/OR CATS 

Every year inhumane bills try to get passed!  We try and milk the public with fines. 

"No person shall abandon, dump, release, or relocate any chicken to evade a violation of the 
limits on household chicken keeping established under county law or ordinance." 

Now change one word in that paragraph to "cat." 

How will you be able to see a person "dumping?" 

Prohibiting, abandoning..  There is NO WAY to control this!! 

Maybe there are bigger FISH to fry! 

  

 





providing a sanctioned environment for violent behavior to go unchecked and unprosecuted, 
ultimately making our entire community less safe. 

I respectfully urge the committee to hold this bill or amend it to focus on more humane, 
community-based management solutions that do not involve "pest" designations or heavy fines 
for compassionate residents. 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this important matter. 

Sincerely, 

Haven Ramelb 

Honolulu, HI 

  

  

 



HB-2561-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/19/2026 3:54:53 PM 
Testimony for AEN on 3/20/2026 1:03:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Ashley Gauvreau  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Think of life. These are animals that wake up every morning waiting to see their owners and 
other animals and vise versa... They cause no harm they are other people's meaning for love and 
compassion.. especially after finding out people in the Epstein files eat babies... Why would you 
eat chickens let people love what was here before us....the chicken or the egg is still the question  

 



HB-2561-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/19/2026 4:04:41 PM 
Testimony for AEN on 3/20/2026 1:03:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Felicia J Bonser Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

As an individual citizen, I would like to oppose HB2561. For over a decade, I have personally 
rescued chickens, both feral, and domesticated, and given them safety, love and security. It's 
become my life's mission to ensure every one of these creatures is cared for in any capacity. For 
Hawaii to deem these animals nuisances is appalling. Chickens on your islands are one of the 
most charming things about your state. I've been going to Hawaii for 30 years now, and every 
time I'm there, I enjoy watching the freedom and safety These birds have.  Like Florida, Ybor 
specifically , you should be protecting these animals. They're benign, non-offensive, extremely 
loving, and if nothing else, fun to watch. But they are truly remarkable and smart birds. 
Extremely under appreciated and treated like a commodity. Allowing your residents to execute 
these birds because they don't like them is something that should never be allowed in any state 
within this country. Chickens deserve to live and be treated on the same level as dogs or cats. 
How people can view these animals as any less sentient Than any other animal is disgusting. 
Stop viewing them as disposable. They are no more disposable than your neighbors dog. I would 
expect a lot more from the Hawaiian islands. With so much love and compassion that flows 
through your community, you would think this wouldn't even be an issue. Don't allow this bill to 
pass. Save the chickens! 

 



HB-2561-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/19/2026 4:22:43 PM 
Testimony for AEN on 3/20/2026 1:03:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Lee Cuccia Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

We need to control chicken populations however it should be done in a humane 
manner.  Mahalo! 

 





 



HB-2561-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/19/2026 4:38:27 PM 
Testimony for AEN on 3/20/2026 1:03:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Pamela Small Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Dear Sirs and Madams, 

Myname is Pamela Small and I live on the Big Island. I am writing today to DEEPLY OPPOSE 
HB2561. 

This bill is inhumane and cruel to feral chickens. I am, frankly, shocked that such a deeply 
flawed and heartless bill is even being considered by the legislature.  

Hawaii is a state that still embraces animal cruelty in many forms. Instead of trying to shut down 
dog fighting, cock fighting, agriculture theft, or theft of local pets as bait for these horrific animal 
fighting rings you are proposing to allow barbaric removal of defenseless chickens that are 
causing harm to no-one.  

Hawaii needs to do better. Please show that you, as legislstors, are better than the thugs that 
abuse animals statewide. Vote NO to HB 2561. 

Mahalo, 

Pamela Small 

 











HB-2561-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/20/2026 7:07:14 AM 
Testimony for AEN on 3/20/2026 1:03:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jezreel Joy Calhoon Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly OPPOSE this cruel, inhumane bill toward feral chickens. This bill is insinuating that 
animal abuse, with already concerning numbers, is what our aloha state allows and promotes. 

 



HB-2561-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/19/2026 6:48:12 PM 
Testimony for AEN on 3/20/2026 1:03:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Sienna Hartley Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

As a born and raised Hawai'i resident. I can understand how some may see chickens as a pest 
however, humans are the ones ruining ecosystems and polluting the Earth. We live in a beautiful 
place with wild life. I see boar in my neighborhood and mo'o in my house and that is part of the 
beauty of Hawai'i. How can say how far people will take getting ride of the "nuisance". 
Chicken's protect us from over population of many different invasive species. At the end of the 
day I do not this there is a "humane" way of removing an animal from where they call home. 
That is all thank you. 

 





Please do not let this bill pass, the chickens are NOT our biggest problems.  

  

Once again, I absolutely oppose HB2561 HD2.  

  

Very emotionally sincerely, 

Shawna Bielmann 

Current chicken lover, rescuer and responsible rehabber. 

 



HB-2561-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/19/2026 6:52:10 PM 
Testimony for AEN on 3/20/2026 1:03:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Sunshine Eckstrom Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

This terrible bill should be strongly opposed by anyone who has any sense of common decency. 
HB2561 promotes cruelty over humane, community-based solutions. Let's not go backwards in 
our treatment of animals. Chickens are intelligent, sentient animals who deserve more than this 
shameful bill. Oppose HB2561 and oppose cruelty to animals.  

 



HB-2561-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/19/2026 7:55:07 PM 
Testimony for AEN on 3/20/2026 1:03:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Margery Nakayama Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I hearby oppose this bill and would like to instead enforce humane treatments of feral birds. I 
believe they are not considered pests and It is not their fault to be in this predicament. We as 
human beings are responsible for this happening, and we should be better stewards of taking care 
of these animals instead of killing them. I support the sanctuaries that are willing to care for these 
birds. Killing them is an easy way out and a very inhumane way to solve a problem that we 
created. So I oppose this bill and I would like to see a humane solution for these innocent 
creatures. 

 











HB-2561-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/19/2026 11:45:29 PM 
Testimony for AEN on 3/20/2026 1:03:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

ShaiAnne brooks Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Removing chickens from the "wild bird" catagory for the purpose of being able to legally kill 
them is not okay. Chickens in Hawaii are not, and do not cause issues to the point of needing 
them removed. This would be a waste of money that could be going towards much more 
important things such as our kalihi roads. They are no more of a nuisance than any other 
common bird. 

 









HB-2561-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/20/2026 7:02:24 AM 
Testimony for AEN on 3/20/2026 1:03:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Maya Iriondo Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I and my family STRONGLY OPPOSE this cruel, inhumane, unnecessary bill. Besides enabling 
the worst kind of behavior in certain people, this bill goes against public interest. Feral chickens 
are excellent at taking care of the excess insect population in our parks and public spaces with an 
efficiency that public service could not match. Leave the chickens alone. 

 



HB-2561-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/20/2026 7:07:07 AM 
Testimony for AEN on 3/20/2026 1:03:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Susan Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose this cruel and inhumane bill towards feral chickens. They help keep the bugs 
down and are a great part of Hawaii.Please do not condone animal abuse. 

 



HB-2561-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/20/2026 9:32:46 AM 
Testimony for AEN on 3/20/2026 1:03:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Helen Brown  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

This purposed law crosses Too many lines of the rights of citizens.  It is an 
unwelcomed dictatorship that is not acceptable and will not solve the growing chicken, cat or 
homeless  populations in Hawaii. 

 







HB-2561-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/20/2026 12:50:55 PM 
Testimony for AEN on 3/20/2026 1:03:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Gaye Chan Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am appalled by and writing in strong opposition to HB 1852 and HB 2561. 

Cruelty, violence, and disrespect for life are never a solution. Also, violence begets violence. 
There is already so much animal cruelty here; starting a state-sanctioned process just deepens it.   

Study after study shows that animal abuse is often the first step toward broader violent crime.  
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