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On the following measure:
H.B. 2486, H.D. 1, RELATING TO SOLAR ENERGY
Chair Matayoshi and Members of the Committee:

My name is Michael Angelo, and | am the Executive Director of the Department of
Commerce and Consumer DNvisibraof Coasumef Adwpaayr Theme nt )
Department offers comments on this bill.

The purpose of this bill is to: (1) define and provide requirements for the use of a
portable solar generation device; (2) provide that electric utility companies are not liable
for any damage or injury caused by a portable solar generation device; (3) require each
portable solar generation device to be registered with the Public Utilities Commission
(Commission); and (4) require the Commission to establish and maintain an online
system for registration of portable solar generation devices, at no cost to the customer.

The Department appreciates the intent of this bill to expand accessibility of clean
energy generation to customers who do not own their residence and/or are not in a
financial position to cover the upfront costs of a customer-sited renewable generation

system. The Department supports the deployment of clean energy technologies and
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processes that are safe, cost-e f f ect i v e, and aligned with
climate goal s. Additionally, electricity

to safely and cost-effectively make use of solar energy is supportive of these goals.
Reported success of “balcony sol ar”
this technology to also be used in the United States, with appropriate care and caution

(https://grist.org/energy/balcony-solar-took-off-in-germany-why-not-the-us/).

The Department notes that certification standards in the United States may
contribute to this objective (see, for example, the January 8, 2026, announcement by UL
about the launch of the UL3700 testing and certification standard

(https://www.ul.com/news/ul-solutions-debuts-testing-and-certification-framework-safer-

plug-solar-across-united-states). As we know, electricity can be dangerous if not

managed carefully. As explained in the article link discussing UL3700, "Legacy plug-in
solar systems that have been used outside the U.S. differ from permanently wired rooftop
solar panels because they are intended to connect to household circuits through a plug
and receptacle. That simplicity makes solar easier to adopt, but it also brings certain risks,

such as systems becoming overloaded and the possibility of power flowing back into

lines.”

The Department notes that uncontrolled power flowing back into the electricity lines
raises safety and reliability concern for the grid and utility customers. The article by UL
Sol uti ons i nd37@0addessestthbsa additiofial risks by requiring features
that mitigate accidental contact with hazardous electric parts, promote safe installation,
protect against overloads and prevent electric current from flowing in the wrong direction.”
However, the Department offers that more information is needed regarding the sufficiency
of this or other standards in preventing power flowing back into the lines (e.g., does the
standard guarantee that backflow into the utility lines is prevented under all operating
conditions or only when there is an electrical outage from the utility). The Department
notes that this resource is helpful to outlining safety and technical considerations that
should be considered within the United States: https://www.mdpi.com/1996-

1073/18/8/2132.
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The Department looks forward to hearing more about the experiences of current
users of these systems, both in the United States and elsewhere; what issues or barriers
have been identified angcontrbl®& equipmer bdydnad thes ; wh a
controls or equipment that are integrated into the device” have been required
(and why), or have been prohibited from being required (and why); and what legislative
action is both necessary and effective to: (1) enable commercially ready energy
technologies to be deployed safely and cost-effectively; (2) protect the safety of residents;
and (3) adapt to changing conditions, technology improvements, and in-use experience.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this bill.
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Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Grandinetti, and Members of the Committee:

Measure: H.B. No. 2486, H.D. 1
Title: RELATING TO SOLAR ENERGY.

Position:

The Public Utilities Commission (“Commission”) offers the following comments for
consideration.

Comments:

The Commission supports the intent of this measure to allow for portable solar generation
devices to be installed with minimal action by consumers. Furthermore, the Commission
appreciates the amendments made by the House Committee on Energy and
Environmental Protection.

The Commission supports the amendments to this measure allowing the Commission to
establish and maintain a registry to track the portable solar generation devices. The
inability to track portable solar generation devices may lead to safety issues for utility
workers. The Commission also observes that a lack of technical requirements or
technical screens may cause unforeseen issues relating to unregulated deployment of
this technology. In the past, the Commission has approved other non-exporting
Distributed Energy Resource programs that are sufficiently streamlined with minimal use
of technical screens.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this measure.
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Climate Change Mitigation and Adaptation Commission
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Before the House Committee on
CONSUMER PROTECTION & COMMERCE

Tuesday, February 24, 2026
2:00 PM
State Capitol, Conference Room 329

In consideration of
HOUSE BILL 2486 HOUSE DRAFT 1
RELATING TO SOLAR ENERGY

House Bill 2486, House Draft 1 defines and provides requirements for the use of a portable solar
generation device and requires each portable solar generation device to be registered with the
Public Utilities Commission (PUC). Provides that electric utility companies are not liable for any
damage or injury caused by a portable solar generation device. The bill requires the PUC to
establish and maintain an online system for registering a portable solar generation device, at no
cost to the customer. The Hawai‘i Climate Change Mitigation and Adaptation Commission
(Commission) supports this measure.

The Commission consists of a multi-jurisdictional effort between 20 departments, committees,
and counties with the purpose of promoting ambitious, climate-neutral, culturally responsive
strategies for climate change adaptation and mitigation.

Portable solar solutions provide an opportunity for residents who cannot afford or do not have the
capacity to install full solar solutions to tackle high energy costs and support the state’s transition
to renewable energy. Often called balcony solar, these systems also provide energy security in
times of power outages. This bill provides a pathway for energy independence for many residents
and supports the State’s goals of energy security and the transition from fossil fuel dependence.

Mahalo for the opportunity to comment on this measure.
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WRITTEN TESTIMONY of Dorothy Booth

Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Grandinetti, and members of the Committee:

The Office of the State Fire Marshal (OSFM) submits comments on House Bill 2486,
House Draft 1, which defines and provides requirements for the use of portable solar
generation devices, limits electric utility company liability for damages or injuries caused
by such devices, and requires each portable solar generation device to be registered
with the Public Utilities Commission (PUC), which must establish and maintain an online

registration system at no cost to the customer.

OSFM recognizes the growing prevalence of portable solar generation devices in
Hawai‘i and acknowledges their role in energy resilience, particularly following natural
disasters and grid disruptions. As these devices become more widely adopted, it is
essential that appropriate safety standards and regulatory safeguards are in place to

reduce fire and electrical hazards.

Portable solar generation devices, like other power-producing equipment, pose inherent

risks when used, stored, installed, or maintained improperly. These risks include

"An Equal Opportunity Employer/Agency"
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electrical overload, overheating, battery failure, arc faults, and fire ignition. The
Committee should ensure that any statutory definition incorporates compliance with
nationally recognized testing laboratory (NRTL) certifications and applicable electrical
and fire codes, including the National Electrical Code (NEC) and relevant NFPA

standards.

OSFM also wishes to address emerging “plug-in solar panel” technologies. These
products are currently under evaluation by national testing and safety laboratories and
are not yet broadly certified for consumer use. Codifying such products in statute before
completion of national testing, certification, and code development may create
consumer confusion and imply approval where none exists. From both a consumer
protection and firefighter safety perspective, OSFM respectfully recommends that the
Legislature refrain from recognizing or authorizing these products in statute until the

national engineering and certification process is complete.

Firefighting operations are inherently hazardous, and the introduction of non-certified
power-producing equipment may increase the risk of fires and electrical emergencies.
Exterior plug-in solar panels could complicate ladder access during rescue operations,
while energized panels and associated wiring may create additional electrical hazards
that impede fire suppression efforts and increase risk to firefighters and occupants.

Underwriters Laboratories (UL) has only recently begun reviewing these products to
develop safety standards. Following that process, the National Fire Protection
Association (NFPA) will update the National Electrical Code to ensure safe installation
practices. Hawai‘i can then align its state codes with those established national
standards. Until that process is finalized, OSFM recommends that the Legislature avoid

statutory recognition of these emerging products.

OSFM further recommends that registered portable solar generation devices be

required to meet minimum safety and performance standards established by the PUC in
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consultation with OSFM. The registration system should include documentation of
manufacturer information, device specifications, and safety certifications to assist first

responders and fire investigators in the event of an incident.

While OSFM understands the financial pressures associated with rising energy costs,
public safety requires that any power-producing equipment be listed by a nationally
recognized testing laboratory and supported by established national safety standards

before being permitted or recognized in statute.

The provision limiting electric utility company liability should not diminish the
responsibility of manufacturers, distributors, or end users to ensure safe operation in

accordance with established safety standards.
The OSFM looks forward to working collaboratively with the PUC and other
stakeholders to promote energy resilience while safeguarding the public from fire and

electrical hazards.

Thank you for the opportunity to submit comments on this measure.
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February 23, 2026

The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair

Committee on Consumer Protection
and Commerce

House of Representatives

State Capitol, Room 329

Honolulu, H a w a96813

Dear Chair Matayoshi:
Subject: House Bill (HB) 2486 House Draft (HD) 1 Relating to Solar Energy

| am Sheldon K. Hao, Chair of the State Fire Council (SFC) and Fire Chief of the
Honolulu Fire Department. The SFC requests deferral of HB 2486, HD 1, which defines
and provides requirements for the use of a portable solar generation device; provides
that electric utility companies are not liable for any damage or injury caused by a
portable solar generation device; requires each portable solar generation device to be
registered with the Public Utilities Commission (PUC); and requires the PUC to
establish and maintain an online system for registration of portable solar generation
devices at no cost to the customer.

While accepted in some European countries, plug-in photovoltaic (PIPV) is a nascent
technology which has only recently received scrutiny of national organizations that
develop safety standards and codes in the United States. Indeed, the Underwriters
Laboratories (UL) has published its UL 3700, the Outline of Investigation for Interactive
PIPV Equipment and Systems; however, a full consensus-based UL Standard on PIPV
has not been finalized.

The SFC envisions several potential fire risks-related PIPV systems:
* Consumers may be tempted to connect PIPV systems to lithium-ion
battery storage systems. Empirical analysis from fire records indicates

lithium-ion battery fires across product types (micromobility, consumer
devices, and residential energy storage) have been steadily rising.

"An Equal Opportunity Employer/Agency"
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The combination of PIPV and lithium-ion batteries could aggravate this
problem.

* Residents and homeowners of single-family dwellings may attempt to
connect PIPV systems to their residential electrical systems, which
may or may not be electrical code-compliant.

* The SFC anticipates PIPV systems will eventually be deployed in
multifamily dwellings, such as high-rise condominiums. Only 34 of 304
high-rise condominiums undert h e  Hj&riBdictson have successfully
passed the HFD's Life Safety Evaluation (LSE). The LSE was
implemented by the HFD in the aftermath of the 2017 Marco Polo high-
rise condominium fire. Widespread installation of PIPV in high-rise
condominiums may have an unforeseen negative impact on the HFD's
LSE.

The SFC respectfully requestsy o ur ¢ o maeferrat oé HB’'2486, HD 1 until PIPV is
further evaluated by entities, such as the National Fire Protection Association.

Should you have questions, please contact SFC Administrative Specialist Gary Lum at
723-7169 or glum@honolulu.gov.

Sincerely,

SHELDON K. HAO
Chair

SKH/GL:cn
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February 23, 2026

The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair

Committee on Consumer Protection
and Commerce

House of Representatives

State Capitol, Room 329

Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96813

Dear Chair Matayoshi:
Subject: House Bill (HB) 2486, House Draft (HD) 1 Relating to Solar Energy

The Honolulu Fire Department (HFD) respectfully opposes HB 2486, HD 1, which
defines and provides requirements for the use of a portable solar generation device.

Plug-in solar panels are a new technology currently under evaluation by national testing
and safety laboratories. They are not yet approved for consumer use. For this reason,
and others, we urge the legislature to avoid confusion and allow the engineering and
testing process to be completed before recognizing these products in statute or
establishing state standards.

Including products in statute before they are certified creates confusion for consumers
and may imply approval where none exists. From a consumer protection and fire fighter
(FF) safety perspective, we respectfully request the legislature refrain from codifying
products that have not yet undergone national testing, certification, and code
development. Doing so risks creating the perception of safety approval before that
process is complete.

Fire fighting operations are inherently hazardous. Introducing noncertified power-
producing equipment may increase the risk of fires and electrical emergencies in
Hawali'i, thereby placing FFs and the public at greater risk of injury, death, and property
loss. Furthermore, operational fire fighting strategies and tactics may be negatively
affected. For example, the use of ladders to access upper floors for rescue operations
could be complicated by exterior plug-in solar panels. In addition, energized panels and
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associated wiring may impede the effective water stream from hose lines, thus creating
additional electrical hazards and limiting our ability to safely suppress fires and protect
occupants.

Underwriters Laboratories (UL) has only recently begun reviewing these products to
develop national safety standards. Once the UL completes its evaluation and
establishes product standards, the National Fire Protection Association will update the
National Electrical Code to ensure safe installation practices. Hawai‘i can then adopt
state codes aligned with those national standards.

We recognize the rising cost of electricity and the financial strain on Hawai'‘i residents;
however, these challenges do not justify legislatively permitting the installation of
untested, uncertified power-producing equipment. Any such products should first be
listed by a nationally recognized testing laboratory and supported by established
national safety standards.

Should you have questions, please contact Assistant Chief Reid Yoshida of our Support
Services division at 808-723-7104 or ryoshida@honolulu.gov.

Sincerely,

SHELDON K. HAO
Fire Chief

SKH/RY:ns
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By Scott Sato
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Kaua'i Island Utility Cooperative
4463 Pahe‘e Street, Suite 1, Lthu‘e, Hawai'i, 96766-2000

Tuesday, February 24, 2026; 2:00 pm
Conference Room #329 & Videoconference

House Bill No. 2486, House Draft No. 1 — RELATING TO SOLAR ENERGY
To the Honorable Chair Scot Z. Matayoshi, Vice Chair Tina Nakada Grandinetti, and Members of the Committee:

Kaua'i Island Utility Cooperative (KIUC) is a not-for-profit utility providing electrical service to more than 34,000
commercial and residential members.

KIUC wishes to provide comments on this measure.

Over the past 10 years, KIUC has significantly increased its renewable generation.| n 2 01 0, KI UC" s en
included 10% renewable. Renewable production now stands at roughly 50%. For the past five years, KIUC has

operated the Kaua'i electric grid at 100% renewable for thousands of hours on sunny days. KI'UC”s renewa
currently includes biomass, hydropower, utility-scale solar, utility-scale paired with battery energy storage

systems, and distributed (rooftop) solar.

This bill seeks to expand equitable access to renewable energy by allowing the installation of a portable plug-in
solar generation device on any residential dwelling, subject to certain requirements. In general, KIUC supports
providing a variety of options for managing energy use to our members.

As the bill is currently written, KIUC has concerns regarding the following:

« Limit on the number of devices per service location. While a single portable solar generation device
would likely have minimal impact on the grid, having multiple of these installed at a single service
location could easily be problematic for both the grid and as a safety concern for members who may
want to install multiple devices. Limiting installations to one device per household would be
recommended, however, KIUC does appreciate the limit of devices per service location capped at
1,200 watts.

* No notification to the utility. While it is understandable that the bill seeks to avoid a full
interconnection agreement, it would still be important for KIUC to know where the devices are
installed on the grid. A possible middle-ground solution would be to require customers to provide
notice to KIUC prior to installing a portable solar generation device, without triggering a formal
interconnection process.

¢ Questions regarding enforcement. Even if the bill is passed with limits on the number of devices or
maximum wattage allowed per household to address safety concerns, enforcement of those
limitations would likely be problematic.

« Eligibility in net energy metering. If a customer has an existing PV system and is already enrolled in a
net energy metering program, KIUC would have no way to differentiate export from the portable
plug-in solar generation device or the conventional rooftop photovoltaic system.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on this measure. Mahalo for your consideration.
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Submitted on: 2/22/2026 10:02:36 AM
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Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
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Comments:

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Grandinetti, and honorable members of committee,

My name is Susan RobertsEmery, I am CoChair of the Green Party of Hawai'i. On behalf of the
members of Green Party of Hawai'i we stand in VERY STRONG SUPPORT of HB2486 HD1.
As a population we need to move towards more Green Energy options and remove any red tape
that may prohibit simple, affordable, safe access to plug-in solar power. This is a Win win

for condos, single family homes and anyone who needs solar power.

Let's make this happen!

Green Party of Hawai'i asks that HB2486 HD1 will pass through this committee.

Mahalo,

Susan RobertsEmery

Green Party of Hawai'i

Paauilo
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STRONG SUPPORT FOR HB2486 HD1 - RELATING TO SOLAR ENERGY

Dear Chair Matayoshi, Vice-Chair Grandinetti, and members of the CPC Committee,

Citizens’ Climate Lobby (CCL) Hawaii is in STRONG SUPPORT of HB2486 HD1, which defines and
provides requirements for the use of a portable solar generation device. HB2486 HD1 facilitates the
adoption and sales of portable solar generation devices by exempting them from the net energy
metering program and interconnection requirements. The bill defines a portable solar generation
device to have a maximum power output of 1.2 kilowatts, designed to be connected to a building’s
electrical system through a standard 120-volt alternating current outlet.

CCL Hawaii has over 1,110 members across Hawaii. We are a grassroots organization advocating for
effective, efficient, and fair climate legislation.

CCL Hawaii strongly supports this bill because it helps residents in multi-dwelling units reduce their
energy bills and provides a way for them to contribute to grid reliability and the environment.

Portable solar generation devices cost around $2,000, and the payback is generally less than four years.
These units should last 10-20 years, providing households with years of energy cost savings. Allowing
access to portable solar generation devices would help many people who, until now, lacked the ability to
participate in the solar revolution. This bill would allow the 40% of residents who live in multi-family
housing to make use of inexpensive solar.

Last balcony solar generation will displace some fossil-fuel-fired generation, thus reducing the State’s
dependence on imported fossil fuels and helping the State shrink its carbon footprint.

Please pass HB2486 HD1 out of your committee.

Mahalo nui,
Citizens’ Climate Lobby Hawaii

cclhawaii.org
hi.ccl.hawaii@gmail.org

Citizens’ Climate Lobby (CCL) is a nonprofit, nonpartisan, grassroots advocacy organization focused on national policies to
address climate change solutions. CCL Hawaii’s members are part of a 268,500+ global organization. For more information, visit
citizensclimatelobby.org.
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House Committee on Consumer Protection and Commerce
Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Grandinetti
Tuesday, 24 February, 2:00 PM
Room 329
HB 2486 SD1 — Balcony Solar

TESTIMONY
Sheryl McCarthy, Legislative Committee, League of Women Voters of Hawaii

Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Grandinetti, and Committee Members:

The League of Women Voters of Hawaii strongly supports HB 2486 SD1, which
will give Hawaii residents who live in condominiums and apartments an
opportunity to take advantage of solar power and will ultimately assist Hawaii in
transitioning to a clean energy future. This bill helps Hawaii residents by reducing
household electricity costs and helps Hawaii by producing clean energy powered
by the sun vice fossil fuels that contribute to greenhouse gas emissions.

Balcony solar systems are accessible, affordable, provide grid benefits, have
educational value, and are flexible. The balcony solar systems enable renters and
condominium/apartment residents — who typically cannot install rooftop solar - to
participate in renewable energy generatonand t o play a role in Hawa
clean energy future. These small-scale systems have a lower up-front cost when
compared to rooftop systems, making renewable energy financially accessible to more
people, including those with limited resources. While modest in output, widespread
adoption can contribute meaningfully to distributed generation, reducing strain on the
electrical grid and supporting larger renewable energy projects. These systems also
provide Hawaii residents with exposure and hands-on experience with renewable
energy, increasing public understanding and support for broader clean energy
transitions. The plug-and-play nature of these systems means they can be installed
without major construction for apartment/condominium residents and renters.

Currently in Hawaii, residents cannot plug in a balcony solar system without an

interconnection agreement with Hawaiian Electric, which is a barrier for these small-

scale installations. HB 2486 SD1 establishes standards and registration requirements

for the safe use of portable solar generation devices in Hawaii. While balcony solar

systems will not solve Hawaii’s energy challe
goal by 2045, it is a step in the right direction.

The League of Women Voters US (LWVUS) views climate change as a critical issue
that requires action at all levels of government and supports legislation to improve

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF HAWAII
P.O. Box 235026 ¢ Honolulu, HI 96823
Voicemail 808.377.6727 ¢« my.lwv.org/hawaii ¢ voters@Ilwvhi.org
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energy efficiency, including shifting to renewable energy. Balcony solar is an evidence-
based solution already proven successful in Europe. The proposed Balcony Solar bill,

HB2486SD1i s consi stent with the KHoWshemableeheogg gst and
solutions.

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony and for the work you are doing to help
Hawaii transition to a clean energy future

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF HAWAII
P.O. Box 235026 ¢ Honolulu, HI 96823
Voicemail 808.377.6727 ¢« my.lwv.org/hawaii ¢ voters@Ilwvhi.org
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BRIGHT
SAVER

HB 2486 Written Testimony

Dear Chair Matayoshi, and Members of the Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce.
My name is Hannah Ellis representing Bright Saver, a non-profit dedicated to building a plug-in
solar movement in the US, making solar ownership affordable and accessible to everyone. | am
testifying to encourage the Committee to support HB 2486 to allow the people of Hawai'i to
access plug-in solar, saving money by reducing their electricity bills. This is a market-driven
solution requiring no tax credits or public funds. It's just cutting red tape.

Systems installed according to safety standards included in this bill will not:
e Shock users
e Overload circuits or create fire hazards
e Backfeed during a power outage, which protects line workers and anyone working on a
multi-unit building

In addition, analysis by Brooks Engineering shows that there will be no significant impact on the
grid. Specifically, even if 40% of residents in Hawaii had such systems 1200 watts or smaller,
there would be zero net export to the grid on an hourly basis at the substation level.

Plug-in solar provides meaningful access for renters and apartment residents. According to
2020 Census data, approximately 41.2% of housing units in Hawaii are occupied by renters,
which is notably higher than the 36.9% national average. This technology ensures that access
to clean energy is not limited by housing status.

Plug-in solar also reduces electricity bills and improves energy resilience. By directly supplying
power to household appliances, these systems reduce the amount of electricity households
must purchase from utilities. This is especially relevant given residents of Hawai’i have the
highest energy costs in the country.

While we enthusiastically support HB 2486, we recommend two important revisions:

1. Section 3.5 [page 6 line 1] should be amended to remove the specific UL 3700
standard. This technology is ever evolving and it is common for UL to regularly review
and revise safety standards. If new standards are released, this would require the
legislature to pass legislation to update the plug-in solar statute. Keeping language
more general, but still referencing UL allows for more flexibility and ensures these
products are meeting the latest safety standards. We recommend Section 3.5 [page 6
line 1] to be amended to state “is certified by Underwriters Laboratory or another
nationally recognized testing laboratory.”


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1a8R39C8YHNLw7pGlaTglhEh1tSCKAPuK/view
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1CSeW_VwAu9J03-Kq5ZEDO-x66c_XZ1HL/edit

BRIGHT
SAVER

2. Section 2.3 [page 4 line 13] should remove any requirement that customers
register plug-in solar devices with an electric utility or the Public Utilities
Commission. A mandatory registration requirement for portable, plug-in solar devices
imposes avoidable administrative burdens on consumers and creates additional work for
the Public Utilities Commission, despite these systems posing minimal risk to the electric
grid.

In closing, HB 2486 offers a clear and equitable pathway to expand access to safe, affordable
plug-in solar for renters and households across Hawai'i, without requiring public subsidies or
compromising grid safety. We respectfully urge the Committee to support HB 2486. Thank you
for the opportunity to testify.



Carbon Cashback

February 23, 2026

Re: CPC hearing of HB 2486 HD1 on February 24, 2026, at 2:00 pm
Position: SUPPORT

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Grandinetti, and members of the House Committee on
Consumer Protection & Commerce,

Carbon Cashback Hawai ‘i advocates for | egisla
strengthens Hawai "i"s energy independence whi
families.

Car bon Cas hb agrdag skppowwat HB 2486 HDd bedause it gives the 40% of

Hawai i residents who |ive in condos and apar
reduce their electricity bills in a climate friendly manner.

Balcony solar is affordable compared to traditional rooftop systems. A typical setup costs about
$2,000 and can pay for itself within a few years through lower electricity bills. Battery storage
can be added, at an additional cost, allowing households to use solar energy at night. Battery
prices are declining, making them increasingly attractive.

More than a million balcony solar devices are already operating in Germany. Utah recently
passed a law creating the regulatory framework needed for widespread adoption. Many other
states are considering similar legislation.

I n Hawali i, unfortunately, one cannot current
interconnection agreement with the electric utility -- an impractical and unnecessary barrier for

these small systems. This bill would remove that unnecessary requirement and establish safety

standards that will encourage widespread adoption.

We recommend three amendments to ensure that the bill meets its purpose:

1. In Section 2, the exemption from grid interconnection requirements incorrectly refers to
section 269-143 rather than 269-142. To ensure the exemption covers all relevant requirements,
we recommend that the text on page 3 line 19 through page 4 line 3 be amended to read as
follows:

(1) Not subject to the net metering program provisions set out in part VI of this chapter

carboncashbackhawaii.org
carboncashbackhawaii@gmail.com
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and any reliability standards and interconnection requirements and under part IX of
this chapter;

2. In Section 3, any reference to a specific UL standard, such as UL 3700, should be written
carefully so as not to rely on a standard that later becomes obsolete or is never adopted. This
technology is ever evolving and it is common for UL or the NEC to regularly review and revise
safety standards. If new standards are released, this would require the legislature to pass
legislation to update the statute. To provide flexibility while ensuring that these products meet
the latest safety standards, we recommend that the text on page 6 lines 1-5 be amended to read as
follows:

(5) Is certified by Underwriters Laboratories, Inc. to meet standard UL 3700 or a
successor or equivalent UL standard, or certified by an equivalent nationally
recognized testing laboratory, as recognized by the federal Occupational Safety and
Health Administr at i on or each part of the devi c

3. HRS 481B-6 establishes specific disclosure requirements for sellers and advertisers of any

“solar energy device.” These requirements are
association with rebates or incentives and with complex sales terms. Portable solar generation

devices, in contrast, are expected to largely be bought off the shelf and installed and used like

appliances. Buyers of portable solar generation devices therefore do not need the protections

afforded by these disclosure requirements, and there is no reason to burden sellers and

advertisers with them, as the associated costs would be passed to the consumer. For these

reasons, we recommend inclusion of an additional bill section that reads as follows:

SECTION [ ]. Subsection (b) of section 481B-6, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is amended to
read as follows:

“(b) As used in this section, “solar ener
equipment, apparatus, or the like which makes use of solar energy for heating, cooling, or

reducing the use of other types of energy dependent upon fossil fuel for its generation.

“Solar energy device” does not include a p
section 269-1."

carboncashbackhawaii.org
carboncashbackhawaii@gmail.com
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To: The House Committee on CoO0€B@er Protectio

From: Sherry Pollack, 350Hawaii.org
Date: Tuesday, February 24, 2026, 2pm

In strong support of HB2486 HD1 with suggested amendments
Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Grandinetti, and members of the CPC committee,

| am Co-Founder of the Hawaii chapter of 350.0rg, the largest international organization
dedicated to fighting climate change. 350Hawaii is in strong SUPPORT of HB2486 HD1, which
defines and provides requirements for the use of a portable solar generation device.

For too long, the benefits of solar energy have been limited to homeowners with the capital to

invest in rooftop projects.Por t ab |l e, or what Ilug-ig” sotadreneentytlesf er r e d
narrative, a true game-changer that has the potential to become a powerful tool in our efforts

to expand access to clean energy.

Plug-in solar technology provides an accessible, affordable, and immediate pathway to
renewable energy adoption for renters, low-income homeowners, and apartment dwellers.
This technology—which is gaining rapid momentum in Europe and passed into law last year in
Utah, allows consumers to plug in to a standard household electricity outlet. Electricity
generated by the device is used by appliances connected to the home's other outlets. Plug-in
solar is simple and safe, including safety features that automatically shut down during power
outages to protect utility workers from hazardous, live wires.

Key reasons to support this technology include:

« Accessibility and Equity: Plug-in solar is an ideal solution for renters, apartment
dwellers, and those on fixed incomes who are otherwise excluded from the renewable
energy transition.

« Affordability: With systems costing significantly less than traditional rooftop
installations, they offer a faster return on investment for residents looking to reduce
their monthly electricity bills.

« Grid Resilience and Efficiency: By generating electricity at the point of use, these
devices reduce the strain on the distribution grid and decrease energy losses associated
with transmission.



« Rapid Deployment: They require no construction or structural modifications, making
them a "plug-and-play" solution that can immediately improve sustainability and reduce
greenhouse gas emissions.

While we strongly support HB 2486 HD1, we respectfully recommend two important
amendments:

First, to further strengthen this measure, we recommend the Committee remove
requirements for the customer to register the product with the Public Service Commission
(PUC). This requirement undermines the intent for plug-in solar, adding an unnecessary hurdle
to consumers. While we greatly appreciate the stated intent for including this provision in the
measure (i.e. to address and ensure safety for utility workers), plug-in solar systems are
designed with safety features that prevent electricity from backfeeding into the grid during a
power outage, protecting utility workers from hazardous, live wires. In addition, to ensure
safety in residential, plug-and-play scenarios, plug-in solar systems are subject to rigorous
safety standards to mitigate risks of electrical shock, fire, and structural failure. It is important
not to impose bureaucratic hurdles and delays on small, safe, consumer-friendly products
designed for simplicity. Plug-in solar is meant to avoid additional administrative burdens to the
PUC, and is designed to allow residents to simply plug panels into a standard wall outlet, and
thereby help to cut through red tape as a means to democratize access to clean energy and
lower electric bills.

Second, it is important to note that this technology is ever evolving and it is common for
Underwriters Laboratories (UL) to regularly review and revise safety standards. As HB2486 HD1
is currently written, if new standards are released, this would require the legislature to pass
new legislation to update the statute. Therefore, to still reference UL and ensure plug-in solar
products used meet the latest safety standards, while also providing flexibility and preventing
this measure from quickly becoming obsolete, we strongly recommend that the text on page 6
lines 1-5 be amended to read as follows:

(5) Is certified by Underwriters Laboratories or an equivalent nationally recognized testing
laboratory.

Achieving our climate goals while facilitating a Just Transition requires leaving no one behind.
That includes efforts such as enabling portable solar, which is meant to help remove barriers
and increase access to affordable, renewable energy, making it easy for everyone to participate.
Plug-in solar is a practical, immediate step toward a cleaner, more resilient, and equitable
energy future, and the kind of common-sense climate solutions we need to implement in
earnest.

Please PASS HB2486 HD1 with the requested amendments. Mahalo nui for the opportunity to
testify.

Sherry Pollack
Co-Founder, 350Hawaii.org
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Comments:

Aloha Chair, Vice Chair & CPC Committee Members,

My name is Dave Mulinix, Co-Founder 