






HB-2117 

Submitted on: 1/31/2026 11:00:18 AM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/4/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Lorrin Hirano Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I am Lorrin Hirano, a board member of the Hawaii Youth Symphony. I strongly support, and 

respectfully urge the Committee to pass and advance House Bill 2117 Relating To The Arts. We 

believe that Music and the Arts are not just a privilege, but rather they are a right to which all 

students are entitled. This Bill will help create a database and map that will greatly improve the 

ability of government administrators, nonprofit organizations, philanthropists, educators, and 

other stakeholders and interested parties to identify ways to increase access to the Arts for 

students across the entire State. A creative economy is essential to the well-being of Hawaii. 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify in strong support of House Bill 2117 Relating To The 

Arts. 

 





HB-2117 

Submitted on: 2/2/2026 11:10:44 AM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/4/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

susan hogan Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

HB2117 is needed to hold the Department of Education accountable for providing arts education 

to all students.  

 



HB-2117 

Submitted on: 2/2/2026 11:38:29 AM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/4/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Wailani Kontic Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I'm writing in support of HB2117 to support equitable access to music and arts education in our 

schools and communities. As a musician myself, I can personally attest to the ways that arts 

education develops creativity, cognition, interpersonal and communicative skills, and a host of 

other benefits that stay with a person their whole life. This bill will help do the important work of 

helping arts organizations, lawmakers, educators, artists, and arts supporters work together to 

ensure music and the arts are a right for all. The information gained by this taskforce will help 

organizations plan programs, and serve more students equitably across our islands.  

 







 



 
1350 S. King Street, Suite 201 • Honolulu, HI • 96814  

 
Testimony in Strong Support of HB 2117 – Relating to the Arts 

Dear Chair Kapela and Members of the Committee, 

I write in strong support of HB 2117, which establishes the Mapping of Arts Data for Education 
(MADE) Task Force to create a comprehensive, publicly accessible statewide database and geographic 
information system map of music and arts entities and programs. 

For too long, Hawaiʻi has lacked a unified understanding of where music and arts education opportunities 
exist and where gaps remain. By conducting a statewide survey to identify program types, populations 
served, and geographic distribution, this measure takes an essential step toward ensuring equitable access 
for communities across our state. 

In my role as President & CEO of Hawaiʻi Youth Symphony, I have experienced firsthand the difficulty 
of defining and addressing opportunity gaps without statewide data. While indicators of need are 
sometimes visible, the absence of a coordinated data system limits our ability to quantify disparities, align 
resources, and collaborate at scale. Without geographic visibility, we risk allocating limited resources 
based on history or assumption, rather than demonstrated community need. When visibility is limited, 
well-intended investments can unintentionally bypass the very communities they are meant to serve. 

A comprehensive mapping effort is necessary for Hawaiʻi leaders to move beyond assumptions, and to 
build equitable access for all. Although collecting clean, reliable data requires discipline, doing so builds 
the foundation for smarter public and private investment, stronger cross-sector coordination, and more 
responsive planning. 

Modern geographic information systems now make it possible to organize arts data so that it can be 
analyzed alongside other publicly available datasets such as poverty, housing, education, census, and 
transportation. Viewed together, these layers can reveal patterns of both access and invisibility, helping 
guide informed decisions. 

Importantly, the proposed dataset is descriptive rather than evaluative; it maps availability and 
distribution without judging program quality. This approach encourages broad participation while 
establishing critical infrastructure for long-term planning across education, workforce development, and 
community well-being.  

As a nonprofit leader, arts administrator, and community member, I see every day how access to music 
and arts education strengthens young people and the communities in which they live.  
HB 2117 builds the infrastructure necessary for Hawaiʻi to make informed, future-oriented decisions 
about music and arts education and access.  

I respectfully urge your support for this forward-looking measure. 

Sincerely, 
 
 
Randy Wong 
President & CEO, Hawaiʻi Youth Symphony 
@-5@'2p
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HB-2117 

Submitted on: 2/2/2026 1:30:15 PM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/4/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Scott Simon Simon Leadership Group Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I am Scott Simon, a supporter of the Hawaii Youth Symphony and founder of Simon Leadership 

Group.  I strongly support, and respectfully urge the Committee to pass and advance House Bill 

2117 Relating To The Arts.  We believe that Music and the Arts are a right to which all students 

are entitled.  This Bill will help create a database and map that will greatly improve the ability of 

government administrators, nonprofit organizations, philanthropists, educators, and other 

stakeholders and interested parties to identify ways to increase access to the Arts for students 

across the entire State.  The leadership of Hawaii Youth Symphony has been very proactive, 

dedicated, and resourceful in connecting youth throughout our community with music, and this 

Bill will help to magnify the positive impact of their efforts. Thank you for the opportunity to 

testify in strong support of House Bill 2117 Relating To The Arts.   

 



I am David Masunaga and for over 50 years I have supported the programs and 
mission of the Hawaii Youth Symphony as an alumnus, volunteer and donor.  I strongly 
support and respectfully urge the Committee to pass and advance House Bill 2117 
Relating to the Arts.  We believe that Music and the Arts are a right to which all 
students are entitled. This Bill will help create a database and map that will greatly 
improve the ability of government administrators, nonprofit organizations, 
philanthropists, educators, and other stakeholders and interested parties to identify 
ways to increase access to the Arts for students across the entire State of 
Hawai‘i.   Thank you for the opportunity to testify in strong support of House Bill 2117 
Relating to the Arts.   







 

 

 

February 2, 2026 

Testimony in Support of HB2117 
 

Aloha Chair Kapela, Vice Chair Kong, and Members of the 
Committee: 

My name is Gaye Humphrey, and I submit this testimony on behalf 
of the Hawai‘i Arts Alliance in support of HB2117. 

HB2117 proposes a thoughtful and practical step toward 
strengthening arts and arts education statewide by establishing the 
Mapping of Arts Data for Education (MADE) Task Force. Across 
Hawai‘i, arts programs exist in schools, libraries, nonprofits, and 
community spaces—but there is no single, public way to see where 
these programs are located or where gaps in access remain.  

By directing the development of a statewide survey and publicly 
accessible database and map, this bill will help communities, 
educators, policymakers, and funders better understand the current 
landscape of arts and arts education across all counties.  

HB2117 lays important groundwork for better coordination, smarter 
planning, and more equitable access to arts education for students and 
communities statewide. We believe this shared resource will 
strengthen Hawai‘i’s arts ecosystem and support informed decision-
making for years to come. 

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify, and we respectfully urge your 
support of HB2117. 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

Gaye Humphrey 
Executive Director 
Hawai‘i Arts Alliance 
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HB-2117 

Submitted on: 2/2/2026 3:54:34 PM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/4/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Margaret A. Perkinson, 

PhD 
Individual Support 

Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I support HB2117. 

Margaret A. Perkinson, PhD 

 





HB-2117 

Submitted on: 2/2/2026 4:17:57 PM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/4/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Diane Koshi Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I'm writing in SUPPORT of HB2117 to support equitable access to music and arts education in 

our schools and communities. As a musician myself, I can personally attest to the ways that it 

develops creativity, cognition, interpersonal, communicative, and other disciplines. This bill will 

help arts organizations, lawmakers, educators, artists, and supporters and work together to 

ensure music and the arts are a right for all.  

 



HB-2117 

Submitted on: 2/2/2026 4:17:57 PM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/4/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Diane Koshi Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I'm writing in SUPPORT of HB2117 to support equitable access to music and arts education in 

our schools and communities. As a musician myself, I can personally attest to the ways that it 

develops creativity, cognition, interpersonal, communicative, and other disciplines. This bill will 

help arts organizations, lawmakers, educators, artists, and supporters and work together to 

ensure music and the arts are a right for all.  

 



 
1350 S. King Street, Suite 201 • Honolulu, HI • 96814  

 
Testimony in Strong Support of HB 2117 – Relating to the Arts 

Dear Chair Kapela and Members of the Committee, 

I write in strong support of HB 2117, which establishes the Mapping of Arts Data for Education 
(MADE) Task Force to create a comprehensive, publicly accessible statewide database and geographic 
information system map of music and arts entities and programs. 

For too long, Hawaiʻi has lacked a unified understanding of where music and arts education opportunities 
exist and where gaps remain. By conducting a statewide survey to identify program types, populations 
served, and geographic distribution, this measure takes an essential step toward ensuring equitable access 
for communities across our state. 

In my role as President & CEO of Hawaiʻi Youth Symphony, I have experienced firsthand the difficulty 
of defining and addressing opportunity gaps without statewide data. While indicators of need are 
sometimes visible, the absence of a coordinated data system limits our ability to quantify disparities, align 
resources, and collaborate at scale. Without geographic visibility, we risk allocating limited resources 
based on history or assumption, rather than demonstrated community need. When visibility is limited, 
well-intended investments can unintentionally bypass the very communities they are meant to serve. 

A comprehensive mapping effort is necessary for Hawaiʻi leaders to move beyond assumptions, and to 
build equitable access for all. Although collecting clean, reliable data requires discipline, doing so builds 
the foundation for smarter public and private investment, stronger cross-sector coordination, and more 
responsive planning. 

Modern geographic information systems now make it possible to organize arts data so that it can be 
analyzed alongside other publicly available datasets such as poverty, housing, education, census, and 
transportation. Viewed together, these layers can reveal patterns of both access and invisibility, helping 
guide informed decisions. 

Importantly, the proposed dataset is descriptive rather than evaluative; it maps availability and 
distribution without judging program quality. This approach encourages broad participation while 
establishing critical infrastructure for long-term planning across education, workforce development, and 
community well-being.  

As a nonprofit leader, arts administrator, and community member, I see every day how access to music 
and arts education strengthens young people and the communities in which they live.  
HB 2117 builds the infrastructure necessary for Hawaiʻi to make informed, future-oriented decisions 
about music and arts education and access.  

I respectfully urge your support for this forward-looking measure. 

Sincerely, 
 
 
Randy Wong 
President & CEO, Hawaiʻi Youth Symphony 
@-5@'2p
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Letter of Support for HB2117  

Aloha Chair and Members of the Committee, 

On behalf of ʻOhina Labs, I am writing in strong support of HB2117, which establishes the 
Mapping of Arts Data for Education Task Force to study and develop a comprehensive, publicly 
available statewide database and geographic information systems (GIS) map of arts entities and 
arts education programs across Hawaiʻi. 

ʻOhina Labs is a Hawaiʻi-based nonprofit dedicated to strengthening the local creative economy 
by supporting filmmakers, storytellers, and media artists through professional development, 
mentorship, and education. Our work spans multiple islands and communities, particularly those 
that have historically been underrepresented in the arts sector. Through this work, we have 
consistently seen how difficult it can be for educators, students, artists, and policymakers to 
identify existing arts resources, programs, and gaps in access. 

HB2117 addresses a critical need. A centralized, publicly accessible mapping of arts and arts 
education entities will provide invaluable data to inform policy decisions, improve coordination 
across agencies and organizations, and ensure more equitable distribution of resources 
statewide. For arts organizations, this mapping tool will strengthen nonprofits’ ability to secure 
grants, illustrate community needs, and collaborate across sectors to expand access to the arts 
in Hawai‘i. 

We commend the Legislature for recognizing the importance of data-driven planning in the arts 
and for advancing a thoughtful, inclusive approach through HB2117. ʻOhina Labs respectfully 
urges your support for this measure. 

Mahalo for the opportunity to provide testimony. 

Sincerely, 

Gerard Elmore 

 

 

Executive Director 

ʻOhina Labs 

 



 





HB-2117 

Submitted on: 2/2/2026 6:15:51 PM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/4/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Marcia Pasqua Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I support HB2117. Arts education is essential for K-12 students for learning how to think, 

problem solve and be creative.  

 



HB-2117 

Submitted on: 2/2/2026 6:20:36 PM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/4/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Gabrielle Igarta Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I'm writing in SUPPORT of HB2117 to support equitable access to music and arts education in 

our schools and communities. As a musician myself, I can personally attest to the ways that it 

develops creativity, cognition, interpersonal communication, and other necessary skills for kids 

to become well-adjusted adults. Music is a bridge that brings people together from diverse 

backgrounds to share their common humanity. 

Knowing where music and arts education programs are can give us a better idea of how to better 

serve communities where these programs are a cornerstone for a student's growth. This 

information can also give us ideas of how to improve access to these programs in underserved 

communities by showing their limitations, such as location, cost, lack of teachers, etc. This bill 

will help arts organizations, lawmakers, educators, artists, and supporters work together to ensure 

music and the arts are a right for all.  

 











HB-2117 

Submitted on: 2/2/2026 11:20:56 PM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/4/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

James Moffitt Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Hello, 

I speak in strong support of HB2117, 

  

As an arts educator, I urge supprt of HB2117. A public arts database and GIS mapping tool will 

strengthen nonprofits' abitly to secure grants, show community needs and collaborate across 

sectors to expand acess to the arts in Hawaii. 

Thank you, 

James Moffitt 

 





learned the value of discipline, teamwork, and attention to detail. The arts offer meaningful 

benefits to students, and improved data can strengthen access to the arts across the state. 

  

I respectfully urge your support for this measure. 

  

Sincerely, 

Emi Horii 

 



HB-2117 

Submitted on: 2/3/2026 6:52:33 AM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/4/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Rachel Schultz Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I am Rachel Schultz, a supporter of the Hawaii Youth Symphony.  I strongly support, and 

respectfully urge the Committee to pass and advance House Bill 2117 Relating To The Arts.  We 

believe that Music and the Arts are a right to which all students are entitled. This Bill will help 

create a database and map that will greatly improve the ability of government administrators, 

nonprofit organizations, philanthropists, educators, and other stakeholders and interested 

parties to identify ways to increase access to the Arts for students across the entire State.   Thank 

you for the opportunity to testify in strong support of House Bill 2117 Relating To The Arts.   

 





HB-2117 

Submitted on: 2/3/2026 7:32:00 AM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/4/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Terrina Wong Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

As an active contributor to the arts in Hawaii -- music, ballet, theater, fine arts -- and the 

compelling importance of arts education for our children as a means of self expression and 

learning,  I am support of HB2117.  This is vitally needed because a statewide arts data map will 

help our community see where arts education exists and where it doesn't.  Identifying these 

critical gaps will help organizations with arts education programs, e.g., Hawaii Youth 

Symphony, Hawaii Symphony Orchestra, Diamond Head Theatre, Hawaii Opera Theatre, 

Chamber Music Hawaii, Ballet Hawaii and many other non profit arts/charitable organizations 

apply for funding, plan programs and serve more students equitably across our islands. Most 

importantly, it will help ensure access to the arts for all students statewide by quantatively 

identifying the gaps.  Thank you. 

 







 

February 2, 2026 
 
The Thirty-Third Legislature, State of Hawai‘i 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
 
Culture and Arts 
Honorable, Jeanne Kapela, Chair 
Honorable, Sam Satoru Kong, Vice Chair 
Honorable Members of the House Committee on Culture & Arts 
 
 

Testimony in SUPPORT of HB2117;  
Relating to the Arts (Mapping of Arts Data for Education Task Force) 

 
 
Dear Chair Kapela, Vice Chair Kong, and Members of the Committee, 
 
My name is Christopher Cabrera, General Manager of Chamber Music Hawai‘i (CMH), and I 
respectfully submit this testimony in strong support of HB2117, which establishes the Mapping 
of Arts Data for Education Task Force. 
 
Ask any arts and culture organization that applies either for private or public funding for their 
programming and you’ll encounter the same pervasive issue: lack of data to support strategic 
decision-making, program planning, partnership building, funding prioritization, and program 
impact.  
 
Hawai‘i currently lacks a centralized, easily accessible resource that provides reliable statewide 
information about where arts programs and services exist, who they serve, and where gaps in 
access remain.  
 
As an arts presenter with deep experience touring across Hawai‘i and working with community 
partners, CMH has seen firsthand how gaps in access, awareness, and information can 
reinforce disparities in cultural participation. Having a reliable, central source of arts data would 
help organizations like ours deepen partnerships with schools, libraries, nonprofits, and 
community leaders, ultimately expanding opportunities for residents of all ages to experience 
and participate in the arts. 
 
For these reasons, Chamber Music Hawai‘i strongly supports HB2117 and respectfully urges the 
committee to pass this measure. 
 
Respectfully, 

 
Christopher Cabrera 
General Manager 
Chamber Music Hawai‘i 
 

1 



​  

February 3, 2026 
 
To whom It May Concern:  
 
I am writing in support of HB2117 to support equitable access to music and arts education in our schools and 
communities. A statewide arts data map is an essential tool that can be used to increase that access and 
provide a meaningful education and experience in the arts. As a musician myself, I can personally attest to the 
ways the arts develop creativity, cognition, interpersonal and communicative skills. The arts provide students 
with opportunities to express themselves. This is vital for a healthy community. The arts map will undoubtedly 
help arts-based non-profits better serve our ohana here in Hawaii.  
 

​  
Joseph Stepec ​  
Associate Professor of Music 
University of Hawaiʻi at Manoa ​  
 
Symphony Program Director 
Hawai’i Youth Symphony  
 
Artistic Director 
Pacific Music Institute​ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
​  

​ ​ ​ ​  





HB-2117 

Submitted on: 2/3/2026 9:06:57 AM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/4/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kisa Uradomo Hana Hou Music Program Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I am Kisa Uradomo, an alumnus of the Hawaii Youth Symphony and I am the founder of the 

Hana Hou Music Program, a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization that promotes the accessibility of 

music education on the island of Maui.  I strongly support and respectfully urge the Committee 

to pass and advance House Bill 2117 Relating To The Arts.  We believe that Music and the Arts 

are a right to which all students are entitled. This Bill will help create a database and map that 

will greatly improve the ability of government administrators, nonprofit organizations, 

philanthropists, educators, and other stakeholders and interested parties to identify ways to 

increase access to the Arts for students across the entire State. Thank you for the opportunity to 

testify in strong support of House Bill 2117. 

 





HB-2117 

Submitted on: 2/3/2026 9:10:26 AM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/4/2026 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kiara Womack Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Strong support for HB2117 
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