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OHA respectfully urges the Committee to PASS HB2103 HD1 so the LUC may 

more fully carry out its vital kuleana with the advice and insight of members with 
expertise in areas directly relevant to the LUC’s original mission and purpose: “to 
preserve, protect and encourage the development of the lands in the State for those uses to 
which they are best suited for the public welfare.”2 

 
Mahalo for the opportunity to testify on this important matter.  

 
 

 
2 Act 187, § 1 (1961). 
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HOUSE COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY & HAWAIIAN AFFAIRS 
 

February 24, 2026  2:00 PM  Conference Room 325 
  

In SUPPORT of HB2103 HD1: RELATING TO THE LAND USE COMMISSION 
____________________________________________________________ 

 
Aloha Chair Tarnas, Vice Chair Poepoe, and Members of the Committee,  

On behalf of our more than 20,000 members and supporters, the Sierra Club of Hawaiʻi 
strongly SUPPORTS HB2103 HD1, which will provide the Land Use Commission (LUC) 
with much needed water management expertise, while also allowing the Office of Hawaiian 
Affairs (OHA) to assist the Governor in selecting commissioners for the LUC’s cultural 
expert seat.  

Water is one of the most critical considerations in any land use proposal, and its availability 
and use is central to a variety of critical public interests the LUC is tasked with balancing and 
protecting when overseeing large-scale land use changes. However, the law does not provide 
for LUC commissioners to have any background in water management. As a result, the LUC 
must often rely on developers’ assertions regarding water availability and use, and may 
render decisions without a full understanding of whether and how a land use proposal’s 
impacts to water may affect the public interest in natural and cultural public trust resources, 
agricultural activities, Native Hawaiian traditional and customary rights, and affordable 
housing opportunities, among others.  
 
By requiring at least one LUC commissioner to have substantial experience in water 
management, this bill will fill the gap in the LUC’s collective knowledge regarding water, and 
help to ensure that approvals of potentially vast land use changes are appropriately tailored 
to balance and safeguard the range of public interests associated with water. 
 
In addition, the LUC provides one of the only opportunities for Native Hawaiian cultural 
practitioners to assert their traditional and customary rights, and to have their constitutionally 
recognized practices explicitly considered and reasonably protected in large-scale land use 
changes. While the law accordingly requires the LUC to include a commissioner with 
substantial experience or expertise in Native Hawaiian land usage and cultural practices, 
appointments to fill this requirement are made by the Governor, without an opportunity for 
input from the Native Hawaiian community. As a result, the Governor may appoint individuals 
who may not necessarily be the best qualified candidates for such a critical position. 
 
By requiring the Governor to fill the cultural expert LUC seat from a list of nominees provided 
by OHA, this bill would assist the Governor in vetting and identifying individuals who may best 
be able to help the LUC understand and reasonably protect the rights of Native Hawaiian 
cultural practitioners, pursuant to the state’s statutory, constitutional, and moral obligations.  

For the reasons described above, the Sierra Club respectfully but strongly urges the 
Committee to PASS this measure.  Mahalo nui for the opportunity to testify. 

w§!@m-\<LUB



HB-2103-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/22/2026 3:43:26 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/24/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Ted Bohlen 

Hawaii Reef and Ocean 

Coalition and Climate 

Protectors Hawaii 

Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

SUPPORT! 
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February 24, 2026 

 
TESTIMONY OF THE ASSOCIATION OF HAWAIIAN CIVIC CLUBS 

To the House Committee on Judiciary and Hawaiian Affairs 
In Support of  

 
HB2103 HD1 – RELATING TO THE LAND USE COMMISSION 

 
 
Aloha Chair Tarnas, Vice Chair Poepoe, and members of the committee: 
 
The Association of Hawaiian Civic Clubs supports  HB2103 HD1 Relating to the Land Use Commission, 
which, in part seeks to revise the membership of the commission to include at least one member with 
substantial experience with traditional Hawaiian land usage and practices, and at least one member with 
substantial experience in water resource management; both to be appointed from a list submitted by the 
Office of Hawaiian Affairs. 
 
The well-being of ʻāina is essential to the well-being of our people. The preservation, protection, and 
stewardship of land, watersheds, ocean resources, cultural sites, and other natural resources is critical to 
building a Hawaiʻi that can feed generations of Native Hawaiians. The proposed change to the 
membership of the Land Use Commission will provide important additional voices to advocate for 
responsible and sustainable development of Hawaiʻi lands, including appropriate protection of our wai, in 
decisions made by the commission. 
 
Founded by Prince Kūhiō in 1918, the Hawaiian Civic Club movement is the oldest Native Hawaiian 
community-based advocacy movement. The Association of Hawaiian Civic Clubs is a not-for-profit 
organization that is a confederation of 61 individual and autonomous Hawaiian Civic Clubs and 3,000 
members located across Hawai‘i and across the continental United States.  
 
We appreciate your favorable consideration of this bill. 
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TESTIMONY OF THE ASSOCIATION OF HAWAIIAN CIVIC CLUBS 

To the House Committee on Judiciary and Hawaiian Affairs 
In Support of  

 
HB2103 HD1 – RELATING TO THE LAND USE COMMISSION 

 
 
Aloha Chair Tarnas, Vice Chair Poepoe, and members of the committee: 
 
The Association of Hawaiian Civic Clubs supports  HB2103 HD1 Relating to the Land Use Commission, 
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substantial experience in water resource management; both to be appointed from a list submitted by the 
Office of Hawaiian Affairs. 
 
The well-being of ʻāina is essential to the well-being of our people. The preservation, protection, and 
stewardship of land, watersheds, ocean resources, cultural sites, and other natural resources is critical to 
building a Hawaiʻi that can feed generations of Native Hawaiians. The proposed change to the 
membership of the Land Use Commission will provide important additional voices to advocate for 
responsible and sustainable development of Hawaiʻi lands, including appropriate protection of our wai, in 
decisions made by the commission. 
 
Founded by Prince Kūhiō in 1918, the Hawaiian Civic Club movement is the oldest Native Hawaiian 
community-based advocacy movement. The Association of Hawaiian Civic Clubs is a not-for-profit 
organization that is a confederation of 61 individual and autonomous Hawaiian Civic Clubs and 3,000 
members located across Hawai‘i and across the continental United States.  
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TESTIMONY OF THE MOANALUA GARDENS FOUNDATION 
To the House Committee on Judiciary and Hawaiian Affairs 

 
February 24, 2026 

 
In Support of  

 
HB2103 HD1 – RELATING TO THE LAND USE COMMISSION 
 
Aloha Chair Tarnas, Vice Chair Poepoe, and members of the committee: 
  
The Moanalua Gardens Foundation supports  HB2103 HD1 relating to the Land Use 
Commission, which would revise the membership of the commission to include at least one 
member with substantial experience in traditional Hawaiian land use and practices, and at least 
one member with substantial experience in water resource management. Both to be appointed 
from a list submitted by the Office of Hawaiian Affairs. 
  
The preservation, protection, and stewardship of land, watersheds, ocean resources, cultural sites, 
and other natural resources is critical to building a Hawaiʻi that can feed generations of Native 
Hawaiians. We are all inextricably tied to ʻāina. What happens to ʻāina happens to us. We must 
care for ʻāina as we do ourselves. To do this, we need the right people with the right knowledge 
and experience helping to make critical decisions about ʻāina. The proposed changes in this bill 
will provide absolutely vital knowledge and experience to advocate for responsible and 
sustainable development of Hawaiʻi lands, including appropriate protection of our wai.  
 
Founded in 1970, The Moanalua Gardens Foundation was established to preserve and perpetuate 
the history, native culture, and environment of Hawaiʻi through education and stewardship.  
  
The Moanalua Gardens Foundation urges the committee to pass HB2103 Mahalo for your 
attention and consideration. 
 

Me ke aloha, 
 
Ian Kealiʻi Custino 
Executive Director 
Moanalua Gardens Foundation 
ian@mgfhawaii.org 
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Testimony Before The  

House Committee on Judiciary & Hawaiian Affairs (JHA) 
IN SUPPORT OF HB2103 HD1 

February 24, 2026, 2:00 p.m., Room 325 via Videoconference 
 
We are Olan Leimomi Fisher and Kevin Chang, Kuaʻāina Advocate and Executive Director, 
respectively, testifying on behalf of Kua‘āina Ulu ʻAuamo (or KUA). “Kuaʻāina Ulu ʻAuamo” 
stands for “grassroots growing through shared responsibility,” and our acronym “KUA” means 
“backbone.”  Our mission is to connect and empower communities to improve their 
quality of life through the collective care for their biocultural (natural and cultural) 
heritage, serving as a “backbone organization” that supports creative and 
community-driven solutions to problems stemming from environmental degradation.  
Hawaiʻi’s biocultural resources continue to be negatively impacted by political, economic, and 
social changes, and the increasing dangers of climate change make fostering and empowering 
resilient communities acutely critical.   
  

Currently KUA supports three major networks of:  (1) over 40 mālama ʻāina (caring for 
our ʻāina or “that which feeds”) community groups collectively referred to as E Alu Pū (moving 
forward together); (2) over 60 loko iʻa (fishpond aquaculture systems unique to Hawaiʻi) and wai 
‘ōpae (anchialine pool systems) sites in varying stages of restoration and development, with 
numerous caretakers, stakeholders, and volunteers known as the Hui Mālama Loko Iʻa 
(“caretakers of fishponds”); and (3) the Limu Hui made up of over 50 loea (traditional experts) 
and practitioners in all things “limu” or locally-grown “seaweed.” Our shared vision is to once 
again experience what our kūpuna (ancestors) referred to as ʻĀINA MOMONA – abundant 
and healthy ecological systems that sustain our community resilience and well-being. 
​  

KUA strongly supports HB2103 HD1 as a step toward ensuring ‘āina momona. 
 

Mōhala i ka wai ka maka o ka pua. 
Unfolded by the water are the faces of the flowers. 

Flowers thrive where there is water, as thriving people are found where living conditions are good.1 
 

This measure reaffirms the state’s obligation to uphold the constitutional rights of its 
people by ensuring the expertise needed on our Land Use Commission regarding wai (water) 
resource management. The quality and sustainable management of our wai (freshwater) is 
essential for sustaining healthy environments and people. The communities we work with are 
intimately aware of the significance of wai to their traditional and customary practices, as a part 
of the public trust and most importantly to support all life itself. Particularly in this time of federal 
instability, our state must continue to exercise its inherent duty to mālama ʻāina, preserve and 
protect its public trust lands and waters for future generations. Wai abundance and quality is 
essential for the health of us all, including both mauka and makai mālama ʻāina practitioners, 
loko iʻa, and likewise our nearshore life such as limu.  

1 Pukui, Mary Kawena, ʻŌlelo Noʻeau: Hawaiian Proverbs & Poetical Sayings, #2178 (1983).  
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The communities we work with are committed to ensuring the long-term health of our 

biocultural resources that they have cared for and depended on for generations since time 
immemorial. We believe protecting our environment, the foundation of our very existence, 
is about sustained and long-term commitments toward achieving ʻāina momona 
abundance once again. To get there requires maintaining protections for mālama ʻāina, 
including through this bill, to ensure the best decisions are made regarding sustainable and 
informed management of our wai and all the life and practices that it sustains. Our decisions 
today will continue to shape the future that our keiki’s keiki’s keiki will one day inherit – we hope 
for a future of shared and harmonious abundance, and hope you do, too. 
 

Mahalo nui loa for this opportunity to submit testimony. Please PASS HB2103 HD1. 
 

Aloha ʻĀina Momona no nā kau ā kau. 
 



HB-2103-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/23/2026 1:05:53 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/24/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Barbara Kaaumoana Hanalei Watershed Hui Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha, HB2103 HD1 requires at least one member of the Land use Commission to reperesent the 

knowledge and experience of our community based facts and issues. We SUPPORT this bill. 

Mahalo. 

Makaala Kaaumloana 

Executive Director 

 



HB-2103-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/23/2026 2:19:36 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/24/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

laurel brier 
Kauai Climate Action 

Coalition 
Support 

Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Water is life.  We need water managemen expertise on the LUC to allow them to make informed 

decisions.  Bill HB 2103 helps ensure there are informed water and cultural expertisie in land use 

planning which is extreme important to Hawaii's future and resilience.  STRONG SUPPORT for 

HB2103 
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HB-2103-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/20/2026 6:49:19 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/24/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Johnnie-Mae L. Perry Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I, Johnnie-Mae L. Perry, Support. Including I stand on testimonies from OHA 2/10/26 and Sierra 

Club 2/10/26. 

  

2103 HB RELATING TO THE LAND USE COMMISSION 

 



HB-2103-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/20/2026 7:17:04 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/24/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Ikaika Dwight Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I support this bill. A member of OHA should be involved in all the major legislature and 

oversight committees. Too many pilau politicians are in office for one reason and one reason 

only, greed. They work to fatten their pockets when they have more than enough. But that's the 

thing about greed, once you get a little, you always want more. We need honest people who love 

our aina and its people. Furthermore having people with koko in positions of power is the best 

thing for this state.  

 

















project proponents with clear, timely, and culturally responsible direction when burials are 

discovered. 

Accordingly, I ask the Committee to support of HB2104 HD1. 

  

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 

  

Melanie Akeo 

Makakilo, Hawaii 

 











 











HB-2103-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/21/2026 7:49:53 AM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/24/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Brandee Yuen Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha e Chair Tarnas, Vice Chair Poepoe, and Members of the Committee, 

 

  

I am writing in support of HB2103 HD1, which strengthens the Land Use Commission (LUC) by 

requiring that at least one member have expertise in water management, and by designating the 

Office of Hawaiian Affairs (OHA) to nominate candidates for the traditional Native Hawaiian 

land usage seat. I urge the Committee to pass this bill for the following reasons: 

  

  

  

Project Planning Must Consider Water Availability: 

 

  

Water and land are connected, and this is especially apparent in an island context. Each LUC 

decision that allows for denser development carries implicit assumptions about associated water 

resource availability. Sound land use decision-making requires deliberate consideration of water 

source availability and impacts. A dedicated water expert seat would help ensure that this type of 

careful deliberation occurs at the outset of project planning before project size and infrastructure 

decisions have been locked in. 

  

  

  





Mahalo for the opportunity to testify, 

Brandee Yuen 

Pearl city, HI oahu 

 

 







HB-2103-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/21/2026 10:57:44 AM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/24/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Sharoldine Sisneros Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I support HB 2103 

 



HB-2103-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/21/2026 12:07:12 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/24/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Regina Gregory Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

support 

 





  

 















HB-2103-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/22/2026 4:23:34 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/24/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Stephanie Austin Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Please support this important bill, which ensures proper expertise on the Board, essential when 

discussing issues involving water!  

 



HB-2103-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/22/2026 5:20:54 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/24/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Deborah Umiamaka Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Dear Chair Tarnas, Vice Chair Hashimoto, and Members of the Committees: 

I submit this correspondence to unequivocally endorse HB2103 HD1 and to demand its prompt 

and favorable recommendation for passage. The bill methodically amends the renewable 

hydrogen program and hydrogen investment capital special fund to explicitly include long-

duration clean energy storage, thereby effectuating Hawaii's binding clean energy objectives 

through targeted and efficacious measures. 

Given Hawaii's insular geography, the state requires indissoluble clean energy systems to 

counteract grid disruptions, mounting fuel import expenditures, and intensifying climate hazards. 

HB2103 HD1 judiciously redirects funding toward storage mechanisms that preserve renewable 

output across extended intervals, materially diminishing fossil fuel imports, fortifying fiscal 

resilience, and enabling off-grid autonomy critical for statewide agricultural and communal 

enterprises. 

Mahalo. 

Deborah Umiamaka   

  

  

  

 





HB-2103-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/22/2026 6:26:24 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/24/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Michele Mitsumori Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I strongly support HB2103 HD1. 

The issues around water stewardship are complex and impact generations. It is wise, if not 

overdue, to have water management expertise on the Land Use Commission. It is also wise to 

have a Native Hawaiian cultural practitioner on the LUC to understand and protect Native 

Hawaiian cultural practices and rights. 

Mahalo for the the opportunity to testify in SUPPORT of HB2103 HD1, 

Michele Mitsumori 

Hilo 

 









HB-2103-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/22/2026 8:25:23 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/24/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Shannon Rudolph Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

SUPPORT 

 





HB-2103-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/22/2026 9:25:34 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/24/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

jeanne wheeler Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha: I greatly approve of the scope of this bill - please PASS it! Mahalo, JW 

 





HB-2103-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/22/2026 10:04:51 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/24/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Patti Choy Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha Chair Tarnas, Vice Chair Poepoe, and members of the Committee, 

I STRONGLY SUPPORT HB2103 HD1.  

Water management expertise goes hand in hand with expert land management. They cannot be 

separated. 

The LUC must have a memeber with water management knowledge, wisdom, and experience. 

Please PASS this measure. 

Thank you. 

 



HB-2103-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/22/2026 10:12:09 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/24/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Guy Kudo Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha Chair Tarnas, Vice Chair Poepoe, and members of the Committee, 

I STRONGLY SUPPORT HB2103 HD1.  

Please PASS this measure. 

Thank you. 

 





Accordingly, I urge the Committee to PASSHB2103_HD1. 

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify  

Helene DeLillo Honolulu Oahu 

 



HB-2103-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/23/2026 12:00:29 AM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/24/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Carmela Resuma Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I support this bill. 

 





HB-2103-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/23/2026 6:54:43 AM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/24/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Maki Morinoue Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha Chair and members of this committee, 

This bill is an extremely reasonable and fundamentally Pono ask to ensure there future for 

generations are aligned with our laws and knowledge and sound decision making is established 

with a cohesive groups with expertise in cultural knowledge and water cycle systems. 

Please pass HB2103! 

Mahalo 

Maki Morinoue 

Hawai'i Island 

  

 













Accordingly, I urge the Committee to PASS HB2103 HD1. 

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 

JoNelle Sood 

Native Hawaiian living in California 

 











HB-2103-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/23/2026 9:04:53 AM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/24/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Sherry Pollack Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I strongly support HB2103 HD1 that amends the composition of the Land Use Commission to 

require at least one member who has substantial experience and expertise in water resource 

management and at least one member who has substantial experience or expertise in traditional 

Hawaiian land usage and knowledge of cultural land practices.  Additionally, this measure would 

require the Native Hawaiian cultural expert to be chosen from a list of names submitted by the 

Office of Hawaiian Affairs.  These are common-sense fixes that will ensure wise land use 

planning and decision-making. 

I urge the Committee to PASS this measure. 

 







HB-2103-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/23/2026 9:33:00 AM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/24/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Dee Green Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I strongly support HB2103 HD1. 

Water is fundamental to every land use decision we make, yet the Land Use Commission is not 

required to include anyone with real expertise in water management. That means major 

development decisions can move forward without a clear, informed understanding of long-term 

water availability or the broader impacts on surrounding communities. 

This measure also improves how the cultural expert seat is filled, helping ensure that Native 

Hawaiian traditional and customary rights are genuinely understood and considered in the 

decision-making process. 

HB2103 HD1 is a straightforward, reasonable step toward more thoughtful land use planning and 

better protection of our water and cultural resources. I respectfully urge you to pass this bill. 

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 

 



HB-2103-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/23/2026 9:46:07 AM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/24/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Cristina Holt Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Chair Tarnas, Vice Chair Poepoe, and Members of the Committee, 

I am submitting testimony in support of HB 2103 HD1. 

Decisions about how land in Hawaii is used have profound consequences for Native Hawaiian 

communities, for our watersheds, and for the people who depend on both. It is not too much to 

ask that the body making those decisions includes at least one person who actually understands 

traditional Hawaiian land practices and at least one person who understands water. 

Right now neither is required. This bill fixes that. It also requires OHA to submit a list of 

nominees for the Hawaiian land practices seat, which means the community most affected by 

these decisions has a meaningful role in who gets that seat. That is how it should work. 

Land use decisions made without that knowledge are land use decisions made in the dark. We 

have seen enough of those. I urge the committee to pass HB 2103 HD1. 

Mahalo for your time and consideration. 

 





HB-2103-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/23/2026 10:47:14 AM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/24/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Michael Williams Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

This bill will ensure the LUC always has the mana'o' of experinced and knowledgeable experts in 

key areas, even in Executive Session.  

 



HB-2103-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/23/2026 11:20:04 AM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/24/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Daniel Kanahele Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Support  

 







https://uhpress.hawaii.edu/title/water-and-power-in-west-maui/
https://omny.fm/shows/hawaii-news-now/be-akamai-why-wai-how-a-water-rights-fight-on-maui#sharing
https://youtu.be/a-emI8DiRBo


  

 



HB-2103-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/23/2026 12:28:03 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/24/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Sunshine Eckstrom Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Please support HB 2103 to require water expertise on the Land Use Commisssion. This is 

obviously very important. Thank you. 

 





HB-2103-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/23/2026 1:38:21 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/24/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

janice palma-glenie Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha, 

Please support HB2103 -- legislation that would require that at mimimum one member of the 

Land Use Commission has experience or expertise in water resource management (in a past paid 

or volunteer capacity would be my preference), and also require that a Native Hawaiian cultural 

expert be chosen from a list of names submitted by the Office of Hawaiian Affairs. 

mahalo and sincerely, 

janice palma-glennie 

kailua-kona 
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Accordingly, I respectfully urge the Committee to PASS this measure. Mahalo nui for the 

opportunity to testify.  

  

Sincerely, 

Leah Kocher 
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HB-2103-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/23/2026 3:24:13 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/24/2026 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

cheryl burghardt Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha Chair and Committee members, 

I SUPPORT HB 2103 HD1. 

Mahalo 

Cheryl Burghardt 

Nuuanu Oahu 
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Sincerely, 

Diane Choy Fujimura 

 



HB-2103-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/24/2026 12:31:04 AM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/24/2026 2:00:00 PM 
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Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha Chair Tarnas, Vice Chair Poepoe, and members of the Committee, 

I would like to express my strong support for HB2103 HD1.  

 

Having a member on the Land Use Commission with expertise in water 

management is critical for the LUC to fulfill its purpose effectively. Land Use 

decisions should be made with full consideration of the impacts to water 

resources, water availability, and Native Hawaiian traditional and customary 

cultural rights. Native Hawaiian practitioners must also have these rights 

incorporated into the process of land use decisionmaking.  

Mahalo for your attention, 

Soo Sun Choe 
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Comments:  

I am in strong support of HB2103 HD1. 
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Accordingly, I respectfully urge the Committee to PASS this measure. Mahalo nui for the 

opportunity to testify.  

  

Sincerely, 

Jubilee Westergaard  
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Comments:  

YES 
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